WHAT DO CHILDREN OWE THEIR PARENTS?
LUKE 15:12 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – The text of our lesson clearly displays the attitude of the young son – give me.  He reflects the attitude of many young people today who think the world and especially their parents owe them a living. The desire to be served and pampered is quite common among our youth.  Instead of the attitude of what can I get young people need to have the attitude of what can I give.  What can I do to make this world a better place?

CHILDREN OWE THEIR PARENTS:

I. RESPECT – EPH. 6:2-3 - "Honor your father and mother," which is the first commandment with promise: 3 "that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth." Young people do you the proper biblical respect for your parents that you are commanded to possess by God?

A. PROV. 30:11-12 – What are your attitudes and actions toward your parents?

B. 1 SAM. 2: 22-25 – The example of Eli’s sons.  They were evil and wicked and did not have respect for their father’s words.
C. PROV. 1:8-9 – Hear and do not forsake the instructions of your parents.  Many a heartache could have easily been avoided if children would hear their parents instructions and not forsake them.

D. PROV. 19:26 – Do you mistreat your parents?  Are you reluctant to follow their instructions? Do you talk back to your parents and display a disrespectful attitude?
E. 1 TIM. 5:4 – This is a requirement of God not something that is optional.
II. OBEDIENCE – COL. 3:20 - Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. Children must obey their parents in all things that are right and well pleasing to the Lord.
A. EPH. 6:1 – Obey because this is right.  Obedience from children is commanded by God.
B. DEUT. 21:18-21 – God does not overlook the actions of rebellious children.

C. 2 TIM. 3:1-5 – Note the company of those who are disobedient to their parents.

D. LUKE 2:51 – Jesus the Son of God was subject to his parents and he is our great example in all things.
III. COMPANIONS – 1 COR. 15:33 - Do not be deceived: "Evil company corrupts good habits."
A. PROV. 1:10-16 – Do not allow sinners to entice you.  Do not run with those who will entice you to do evil.  Yes, that is why your parents want to know who you are associating with
B. PROV. 23:17 – Do not envy the sinners.

C. PROV. 24:1-2 – Do not desire to be with evil people.

D. PROV. 28:7 – Chose your companions carefully.

E. 2 CHRON. 10:6-10 – Rehoboam listened to the advice of his peers instead of respecting the knowledge of the elders. 
IV. SERVICE – LUKE 15:29 - So he answered and said to his father, 'Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends. Many children do not have any responsibility only privileges.  Some are given everything on a silver platter and yet they assume no responsibility in caring for these items.
A. 1 SAM. 16:11 – What was David doing just before he was anointed King in Israel? He was keeping the sheep.
B. 1 SAM. 17:15-22 – Even as the anointed king David served his father and was obedient to him in all things.
C. LAM. 3:27 – It is good for the young to bear the yoke in their youth.

D. EPH. 6:5-8 – Your work is for the Lord not your earthly master or employer.
E. ECCL. 9:10 – Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might.
V. BE A FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN – ECCL. 11:9-10-12:1 - Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, And let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth; Walk in the ways of your heart, And in the sight of your eyes; But know that for all these God will bring you into judgment. 10 Therefore remove sorrow from your heart, And put away evil from your flesh, For childhood and youth are vanity. 12:1 - Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, Before the difficult days come, And the years draw near when you say, "I have no pleasure in them": While you are young and healthy and full of energy serve your Creator.
A. EPH. 5:2 – Walk in the example of the love of Christ.
B. COL. 2:6-7 – Become a mature Christian – rooted and built up in him.

C. 1 THESS. 2:10-12 – Paul instructed them as a father does his children to walk in way that pleases God.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you the type of son or daughter that reflects by your conduct the kind of excellent parents that you have?
How does your conduct reflect on your heavenly Father?

1 TIM. 4:12 - Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.
