WIVES REVERENCE YOUR HUSBANDS

EPH. 5:22-24, 32 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Paul clearly instructs wives to reverence their husbands, in other words they must respect their husband.  We might ask why the wives are not commanded to love their husbands as the husbands do receive this command as we noted in our earlier lesson.  Let me suggest to you that no wife can have the true respect for her husband that she should have according to God’s word, without loving him.

The attitude of some women today is, “I am not going to have anyone tell me what to do.”  That is the attitude of rebellion.  God is the one who said wives see that you reverence your husband and if you do not then you do not reverence or respect God who said it.

1. SUBMISSION - EPH. 5:21-24 – God’s word states the husband is the head of the wife, and the wife must be submission to the husband – sub means “under” and mission means, “purpose.”  

a. What is the under purpose of the wife?  – 1 TIM. 5:14 – Wives are to bear children and guide the house – EPH. 6:4 – To bring up children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

b. Many have a misunderstanding of submission.  These principles do not give a wife the right to obey her husband and by so doing disobey God, nor do they give the husband the right to instruct his wife to do something contrary to God’s word. – Our first allegiance must always be to God – ACTS 5:27-29 – We must obey God!

c. Wives are guilty of sin if they love their husband more than they love God! – MATT. 10:34-37 – Do not allow your husband to keep you from assembling, from studying, from praying, that is not submission

d. God must be first and in no instance do we put any human being above our love and service to God – I.E. – HEB. 13:17 – What if they tell you something that is not profitable for your soul and is contrary to God’s will.  Being in submission does not make us robots, God created us with free choice!

2. SUBJECTION – We are all under subjection to Christ – EPH. 1:22-23 – To be put in array/glory under Christ

a. REV. 1:4-5 – The church without subjection to Christ has no glory, no array and the same is true with wives

b. 1 PET. 3:1-6 – God’s instructions to wives whose husbands are not Christians, they will be won to the Lord if they do not see your subjection to God!

i. Women are seen in their most beautiful array in subjection under her husband.  This can be  seen by:

ii. Her chaste conversation or manner of life – vs. 1

iii. Her adornment is inward not outward – hidden manner of the heart – vs. 3-4

iv. She has a meek and quiet spirit – opposite of the women’s lib group who are bellowing for their rights. – vs. 4

v. Recognized by God as holy women – Sarah was in subjection to her husband voluntarily and so should you!

3. LOYALITY – Wives are to remain faithful to their husband – 1 COR. 7:2-4 – you have your own husband not another’s husband – Two way street husbands – Be faithful and loyal to your mate!

a. PROV. 7:15-20 – Be faithful to your husband at all times

b. Example of unfaithfulness– GEN. 39:6-13 – Potiphar’s wife tried to cheat on him

c. Example of faithfulness– 1 SAM. 25:1-34 – Abigail in defense of her husband

4. ROYALTY – consider your husband as royal

a.  GEN. 3:16 – Husband is to rule over the wife – 

b. 1 TIM. 6:15 – She already serves and obeys Christ as King

c. 2 COR. 6:17-18 – We are sons and daughters of God

d. JAMES 1:25 – God blesses us as his sons and daughters if we hear and obey his law – As sons and daughters in law of the king both husband and wife should treat each other as royalty

5. CONTENTION – Nothing worse than a contentious woman according to the scriptures

a. PROV. 19:13-14 – Wives be prudent don’t nag

b. PROV. 21:9 – Wives don’t brawling, argumentative

c. PROV. 21:19 – Wives do not be contentious – Why don’t you do this or that?  Get a job that pays more money.  I want a bigger house or a newer car..  Nagging is negative and it will cause you to lose your husband to other women.  If you persist in this you are driving him to look for more pleasant company

d. PROV. 13:10 – Sinful pride of wife causes contention 

6. OBSERVATION – 

a. PROV. 14:1-2 – The wise women will exercise initiative – find a way to get it done not an excuse – well if I had more money to spend I could do better.

b. PROV. 31:10-12 – If your husband does not trust you with certain things have you as the virtuous women described here in this passage who always seeks to do him good and not evil

c. PROV. 31:23-31 – Her husband is known in the gates because of his wife she looks well to the ways of her household and is not idle

i. Children are well clothed and well mannered– clean and neat

ii. Keeps home neat and clean

iii. Guides the house – solves problems among children

iv. Comforts her husband and shares in his life  both the good and the bad

v. Works for the Lord – MATT. 6:33 – MATT. 28:20 – “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.” Observe what needs to be done and does it – Willing to sacrifice for the spiritual upbringing of her children – PROV. 31:28-31
CONCLUSION – Wives do you respect your husbands, and even more important do you respect God who gives these instructions in regard to the various relationships we sustain while here on earth?  If we want to go to heaven we must be willing to submit to God’s word and be in subjection to Him.  What is your status?  You may say, “Well I am not married,” but you probably will be one day and your attitude toward your husband will be shaped by your attitude toward God.  I want to make this statement publicly that I really appreciate the work done in this congregation by faithful women and wives.  The work you put into your classes and classrooms does not go unnoticed and it is appreciated, but even if no one ever said a word you need to remember God sees what you do, he knows your heart and you will be rewarded one day in a way that is appropriate and heaven will be your home.  There will be no meals to prepare, no clothes to wash and dry, no diapers to change, no floors to vacuum, no tears to shed because of disappointment, pain or death.  Let’s all purpose to go this place God has prepared for his servants and faithful children.

