HOME – THE GODLY HAPPY HOME

1 TIMOTHY 5:1-8 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – What is the desire of God for the home? From the cradle to the grave God wish is for all families to be godly and serve Him.  This should be our desire also – I.E. – New-year resolution of third grade child – for her family to be together again!  There is a break down of the family unit in our nation today – the home is in trouble.  If the home is in trouble rest assured that the nation is not far behind – PROV. 14:34 – “Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.”

God wants us as Christians to be happy and he wants everyone to enjoy a happy home – PROV. 3:13-18 – Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.  For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold.  She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her.  Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honour.  Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.  She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her.
True wisdom and understanding only come from God and his holy word.  This is the reason why most homes in our nation are not happy because they have rejected the plan for godly homes that is contained in the Bible. 

Bible Truths about the Home:

1. GOD IS THE CREATOR OF THE HOME – Concept of God - Sanctity

a. GEN. 1:26-31 – In the beginning God created man and woman – male and female – God blessed them by bringing them together and establishing the home – What he created was very good!

b. GEN. 2:18-25 – The concept of the home is righteous and holy because God is righteous and holy!

c. EPH. 5:22-32 – The home is the concept of God just as much as the church – The church is our spiritual home – The home is where God has allowed man and woman to come together in the physical sense and this union be sanctified by God.  This sanctification by God prevents them from living in sin.

d. 1 THESS. 4:1-5 – The home is designed by God for man and woman to fulfill their desires in marriage.

2. THE HOME SHOULD BE UNDER GODS DIRECTION – Word of God - Purity

a. PSA. 127:1 – “Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” – This principle applies to the home – We must follow the teachings of God in regard to the home or it will fail.  Heed his authority.

b. PROV. 3:1-6 – “My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments:  For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee.  Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart:  So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man.  Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. – We must follow God’s word as we study the subject of the home.  

c. God directs men thru His Word – 

i. JER. 10:23 - O LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.
ii. DEUT. 6:4-9 -  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.  And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:  And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.  And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.  And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.  
DEUT. 6:17-18 -  Ye shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, and his testimonies, and his statutes, which he hath commanded thee.  And thou shalt do that which is right and good in the sight of the LORD: that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest go in and possess the good land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers,                                              
iii. PSA. 119:137-144 - Righteous art thou, O LORD, and upright are thy judgments.  Thy testimonies that thou hast commanded are righteous and very faithful.  My zeal hath consumed me, because mine enemies have forgotten thy words.  Thy word is very pure: therefore thy servant loveth it.  I am small and despised: yet do not I forget thy precepts.  Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the truth.  Trouble and anguish have taken hold on me: yet thy commandments are my delights.  The righteousness of thy testimonies is everlasting: give me understanding, and I shall live.
iv. 1 PET. 1:22-23 -  Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:  Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. – If the word of God is taught in my home it has the power to purify the lives of all who abide there – Husband, wife, and children!

3. DURATION OF THE HOME – Wife for Life – Unity in the Home

a. ROM. 7:1-4 – God teaches in his word the duration of the home is permanent – “As long as one liveth” – God intended for men to have a wife for life.

b. MAL. 2:11-17 – Notice the reaction of God to men dealing treacherously with their wives.  God taught these truths so there would be unity in the home.

c. PROV 2:16-17 – “To deliver thee from the strange woman, even from the stranger which flattereth with her words;  Which forsaketh the guide of her youth, and forgetteth the covenant of her God. – Three way promise in marriage – Man, woman, God

d. MATT. 19:1-6 – Teachings of Jesus 

i. Husband – EPH. 5:25-27 - Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. – Was the love of Christ for the church temporary?

ii. Wife – TITUS 2:3-5 - The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things;  That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children,  To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed. – What if I do not love him any more? Love can be learned or else why should the older women teach the younger women to love their husband?

4. THERE MUST BE SUBJECTION IN THE HOME – Father – Christ – Man – Woman – Children - Authority

a. Subjection to God by all members of the family – HEB. 12:9 - Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?
i. We must love God more than our home – God must have first place in our lives - MATT. 10:34-38 - Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.  For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.  And a man's foes shall be they of his own household.  He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.  And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.  He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.
ii. God’s chain of command makes us accountable to Him – 1 COR. 11:3 -  But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God. – Why does God make this plain for us?  So we will be accountable – Some do not like what God says here, but note what Paul by inspiration penned:

b. COL. 3:17-25 - Here God gives us the pattern for authority in the home and those who do wrong (ignore what God reveals in His word) will be rewarded for their wrong – God is no respecter of persons – And He leaves no one who is not under subjection to another.  After all being a Christian is all about subjecting my will to the will of God – MATT. 7:21
c. If the pattern is followed husbands and wives will be able to obey the command given by Paul  - EPH. 5:33 -  Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband. There must be subjection in the home but there must also be affection!

CONCLUSION  - Many are gun-ho to follow after Christ and become a Christian until they find out what the word of God teaches on some subjects and then they are not willing to subject their will to the will of God.  Why is the home in danger in America?  Men have strayed away from the truth contained in God’s word that will build a happy home.  Is your home a happy one?  If not ask yourself - Why?  Are you following God’s plan as it is revealed in his holy word.  Sometimes we think we are just smarter than God, if your home is failing try God’s word and his way today!  2 COR. 6:2 – “Behold now is the accepted time, behold now is the day of salvation”
