HOW DO YOU MEASURE YOUR FAITH?
2 PETER 3:18 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION - 
We have just concluded our gospel meeting.  This effort was put forth not only to teach lost souls the truth of the gospel but to also help those who are members of the body of Christ to grow in faith and love.  Notice the command of Peter given by inspiration of the Holy Spirit – 2 PET. 3:18 – but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. This is not something we can take or leave it is a command it is not optional.  If we are growing how do we measure our progress?  2 THESS. 1:10-12 – when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed. 11 Therefore we also pray always for you that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith with power, 12 that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. We cannot measure ourselves by others or even by our self. The measure of faith is by God and if He counts us worthy, if we fulfill his goodness, if the name of Jesus is glorified in us.
HOW IS OUR FAITH MEASURED?

I. SPEAK BOLD – 

A. ROM. 1:16 – Are we ashamed of the gospel?

B. EPH. 6:19-20 – Paul wanted the brethren to pray for him that he might speak boldly.  Do we let opportunities pass by to instruct in the gospel?  
II. FAITH GOLD – 

A. 1 PET. 1:3-9 – Is our faith more precious than gold?  Pure gold has all its impurities removed?  How about us? 

B. JAMES 2:22-26 – Our faith is proven to be precious by our works.

III. NEVER FOLD – 

A. MATT. 20:1-6 – God does not approve of idle hands.  He wants us to be workers in his vineyard.

B. MATT. 21:28-31 – Who did the will of the father?

IV. DAILY HOLD – 

A. 1 THESS. 5:21-23 – We need to hold fast to the things that are good – prayer, bible study.

B. TITUS – 3:8 – Be careful (not haphazard) to maintain good works. 
V. TOTALLY SOLD – 

A. 2 TIM. 2:3-5 – Are you totally sold out? Are you fully committed to Christ?  Are you willing to make sacrifices in order to serve God?

B. HEB. 11:17 – Abraham passed the test.  How about you and me?

VI. HAVE TOLD – 

A. 1 PET. 2:21-25 – Have we told the sweet story of Jesus how he died for our sins?  How he is our perfect example?  How we should follow in his steps?

B. 2 TIM. 2:2 – Faithful men will teach others also.
VII. WAXED COLD – 

A. MATT. 24:12 – Has our faith grown cold?  If so trouble will come!

B. REV. 3:14-19 – If our faith is even to the lukewarm stage we are in trouble.  We need to be zealous and repent!!!

CONCLUSION – 

EPH. 4:13-15 - till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head--Christ--

Am I seeking to mold my life, heart, love and service to be like Jesus Christ?

This is the true measurement!!!

