HOW DO YOU VIEW THE SCRIPTURES?
DEUTERONOMY 4:1-2
INTRODUCTION – We discussed in our lesson this morning what the Bible has to say about liberality.  We viewed the scriptures and noted we are to be liberal, to abound, or be generous in our love, faith and giving.  We made the point to be liberal and generous in these areas is to be pleasing to God.

There is another way that we can be liberal and by the definition of the word today we would not be pleasing to God.  Let’s look at the definition given from Funk and Wagnalls Dictionary – Liberal – Characterized by or inclining toward opinions or policies favoring progress or reform as in politics or religion. 
The antonym of liberal is conservative and it is defined as “inclined to preserve the existing order of things opposed to change.”  Even though he Bible does not use either of these words in this sense which view point is in principle taught in the word of God.  The purpose of our lesson today is to understand how God would have us to view the holy scriptures.
DEUT. 4:1-2 – God is speaking to his children Israel - "Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I teach you to observe, that you may live, and go in and possess the land which the LORD God of your fathers is giving you. 2 You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take anything from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.
Many today think we want to be progressive we want to make reform and change the traditional view of God’s word.  These people are often referred to as change agents.
HOW SHOULD WE VIEW THE SCRIPTURE?

I. INSPIRED – GOD BREATHED – What are the implications if we say we believe the Bible is the inspired word of God?  It puts us in the position where we cannot disagree with God.  We cannot argue with his word.  We must submit and serve him in all humility.  Man has a big problem with humility!!!
A. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – The Bible is the inspired word of God and we need to respect it as such.

B. COL. 3:17 – We show our respect for God’s word by heeding its authority.

C. GEN. 6:13-14, 22 – Noah had respect for the authoritative voice of God and he survived the flood.  All who rejected the invitation to go into the ark perished.  If we today reject the authoritative voice of God as he speaks to us thru the scriptures we will also perish.

D. LEV. 10:1-2 – Nadab and Abihu thought fire is fire and today we have brethren who say worship is worship so what if we introduce the instrument, so what if we partake of the Lord’s Supper on another day, so what if we want to base fellowship on only acknowledging the deity of Christ.  Accept any and all into our fellowship.
E. JOSHUA 1:6-9 – What did God promise Joshua if he would observe his word?   That he would prosper.  Do we want to be prosperous today then we must also do according to all that is written!!!

F. ROM. 15:4 – Why are these things written?  So we can learn not to make the same mistakes and so we can have hope.

II. AS A PATTERN FOR US – These things are written so we can have a pattern to follow.  Many today do not believe that we should follow the patterns given to us by God.
A. EX. 25:8-9, 40 – God revealed to Moses the pattern for building the Tabernacle.
B. EX. 37:1-5 – God gave a pattern for the bearing of the ark.  What happened when David ignored it.  Uzzah lost his life – 2 SAM. 6:3-7 – What will happen to us if we ignore the patterns revealed to us in God’s word?
C. ACTS 7:44 – God gives his people a pattern to follow. Why? So we can know what God expects and he will know if we trust him if we follow the pattern.
D. GAL. 1:6-9 – They did not want to follow the pattern revealed by God as to how men could be saved.  They wanted to add circumcision.

E. GAL. 5:6 – Faith working thru love pleases God.  What have men done today?  The very same thing – Sinner’s prayer, praying thru to receive the Holy Spirit, etc.   Is there a pattern of what we must do to be saved?  Just look in the book of Acts.
F. ACTS 2:22, 36-41, ACTS 8:30-38, ACTS 18:8 – They were all becoming Christians the same way not different ways.

III. WISDOM OF GOD – That you are wiser than God
A. PROV. 14:12 – There is a way which seems right to me…It just feels right.

B. ISA. 55:8-9 – My thoughts and my ways are not higher than God’s thoughts and God’s ways.

C. EPH. 3:8-11 – The church is the divine wisdom of God and it was in his eternal plan and purpose from the beginning.  This wisdom is made known thru the preaching of the gospel.  Man thinks he can make things better!!!
D. EPH. 4:12 –The church has been given a divine program of work. A pattern!!!
i.  “For the perfecting or equipping of the saints” – The work of edifying – the work of educating and training Christians in right living and acceptable service to God.

ii. “For the work of the ministry” – The work of benevolence. The service rendered to one needing help whether in a physical or spiritual sense.
iii. “For the edifying or building up of the body of Christ” the body of Christ cannot grow if the gospel is not preached.  The primary work of the church is to evangelize the world.

E. What the mission of the church is not:
i. Social – The gospel of Christ is not a social gospel – ROM. 1:16 – The gospel has the power to save.  If we truly want to make social reforms then convert as many as possible to Christ. thru his gospel.  When the principles of truth in the gospel are applied to lives they will indeed bring about social reform.  The home is the center of social activity – 1 COR. 11:20-22
ii. Recreational – Christ did not have to die in order for us to engage in recreational activities. It is not the work of the church to provide and serve as a guide in recreational activities. 1 TIM. 4:8
iii. Making money – Making money is not the function of the church.  The church has no business in business. God gave us the pattern for raising the funds needed to do the work of the church – 1 COR. 16:1-2 
iv. Secular education – The teaching of secular subjects such as English, math, science, history, and literature does not come within the scope or mission of the church.  2 TIM. 2:15 – Study for your spiritual growth.
v. Political issues do not belong in the church.  God ordained civil governments to meet all such issues and resolve them and they should be left there.- ROM. 13:1-7
CONCLUSION – 

What view do you have of the scriptures?

We need to have the same view as God – 1 COR. 1:25 - Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

Are you obeying God?

