HOW IMPORTANT IS TRUTH?
JOHN 8:32 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Why have we come together today?  We hope it is for no other purpose than to glorify God in worship, and by so doing express our “LOVE” for the truth. 

1.  JN. 8:32 – For ye shall know the truth….

2. ROM. 3:23 – For all have sinned…

3. ROM. 6:23 – For the wages of sin is death but…

4. JN. 17:17 – Sanctify them thru thy truth thy word….

Do we really love the truth?  Let’s notice David, a man after God’s own heart that he delighted in God’s statues – PSA. 119:137-142 – Our prayer should be that people everywhere should respect and love God’s laws.

Many times this is just not the case – 2 THESS. 2:8-12 – We can see these people were condemned because they believed not the truth, and they did not believe it because it was not important to them, they did not have a deep and abiding love for the truth.

We need to ask ourselves today:

1. Do I really love the truth?

2. Is truth really important to me?  

Let’s honestly examine ourselves as we consider this lesson. 

1. AM I A DESIRER OF THE TRUTH 

A. ISA. 26:1-9 – This is a song that shall be sung by God’s people (church). 

Could we honestly join in and sing these words?  Is the desire of our soul to glorify the name of Christ?

1 In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. 2 Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in. 3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. 4 Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH is everlasting strength: 5 For he bringeth down them that dwell on high; the lofty city, he layeth it low; he layeth it low, even to the ground; he bringeth it even to the dust.6 The foot shall tread it down, even the feet of the poor, and the steps of the needy. 7 The way of the just is uprightness: thou, most upright, dost weigh the path of the just. 8 Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O LORD, have we waited for thee; the desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee. 9 With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.

KJV

B. PSA. 19:7-10 – David realized he was to desire God’s word, The truth

states we should desire his word more than gold.  As I look back on my life there were many times that I put gold ahead of God and his truth.  What about you? Ps 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 8 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.

KJV

C. Being a desirer of truth has its rewards – We can gain wisdom – PSA. 51:6 -  Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. 7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 8 Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 9 Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. If we are wise we should want to identify ourselves with God – 

DUET. 32:1-4 –  Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. 2 My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass: 3 Because I will publish the name of the LORD: ascribe ye greatness unto our God. 4 He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. -  Indeed  Jehovah is a great God, a God of truth and without iniquity.

D. If we are a desirer of truth and want to be identified with God we will seek after Him as Judah did – 2 CHRON.15: 12-15 –And they entered into a covenant to seek the LORD God of their fathers with all their heart and with all their soul; 13 That whosoever would not seek the LORD God of Israel should be put to death, whether small or great, whether man or woman. 14 And they sware unto the LORD with a loud voice, and with shouting, and with trumpets, and with cornets. 15 And all Judah rejoiced at the oath: for they had sworn with all their heart, and sought him with their whole desire; and he was found of them: and the LORD gave them rest round about.-  Judah rejoiced when they took an oath to seek and serve Jehovah with desire.  As a child of God, I have taken an oath to seek first the kingdom of God. – MATT. 6:33 – Have I lived up to this oath? 

2. HEARER OF THE TRUTH 

A. JN. 18:36-37 – Jesus said everyone of the truth hears His voice.  He also

 said  - JN. 14:6 – I am the way the truth and the life, no man cometh…

We often only hear the things we want to hear – I. E. – Husband hearing

his wife – Many in the world who claim allegiance to Christ fail to hear what Christ says on the subjects of daily bible study, praying, assembling faithfully, and giving – of time, talent, and money. 

B. We should hear Jesus voice, because to hear him is to hear the Father – JN.8: 31-47 – Jesus hear affirms his word is truth and that his word will set people free from sin.  The devil’s word is a lie and will cause those who follow it to be lost – REV. 22:14-15 – Don’t let Satan deceive you into believing a lie, note they loved a lie and not the truth.

C. If you are a hearer of the truth you will be a student of the Bible, for it is God’s conversation with man – JN. 6:44-45 – We must hear and learn, we must hear first.

D. 2 TIM. 2:15 – Paul charged Timothy to study.  We can notice in God’s Word that the Bereans were more noble than those in Thessalonica, because they searched the scriptures daily whether those things were so – ACTS 17:11 – They were lovers of the truth, the truth was important to them, important enough to investigate for themselves – They did not need some council or convention or some type of earthly headquarters to tell them what to believe.  They heard the message and examined it against God’s word.

3. BELIEVER OF THE TRUTH -   

A. People would cry out and proclaim, oh I believe the Bible and I believe

 that Jesus is the Son of God – JN.3: 14-21 – God’s word states that we

 must not only believe, but that we should believe to the point that we obey and do the truth and are willing to come to the light - HEB. 5:8-9 

B. A believer of the truth will allow God to indoctrinate him with the word of Christ – HEB. 10:16 - The doctrine of Christ should motivate our actions – 1 JN. 2:1-5 – God states we manifest our love for him thru obedience

C. A believer of truth will trust what the Lord says – EPH. 1:13 – The Ephesians trusted in God’s word to the point they obeyed it.  I.E. – ACTS 2:38 – Those on Pentecost trusted the instructions of God given by Peter.

4. CHOOSER OF TRUTH – 

A. We do as autonomous human beings have the freedom to choose – GEN. 3:1-6 – They chose to believe a lie, and notice the consequences. 

B. The question is will we choose the truth or a lie – ROM. 1:22-25 – These

 people made the wrong choice.

C. We have the example in God’s word of one who made the right choice – 

 David – PSA. 119:25-32 – David chose the way of truth.  If you choose to believe and follow the way of truth, you will become an heir of Christ in his kingdom – 2 THESS. 2:13-14 – God chooses those who choose to be sanctified by the truth and obeying the gospel

D. 1 PET. 1:22 – When we choose to obey the truth God chooses to purify

 our soul.  How does that take place?

      E.   MK. 16:15-16 – Jesus said he that choose to be believe and be baptized

Shall be saved from their sins

F.  If you choose to do this today the Lord will choose to add you to his

Church – ACTS 2:41,47
5. RECEIVER OF THE TRUTH – 

A. 1 THESS. 2:13 – As a Christian do you receive the apostles teachings as

the word of truth

B. If we receive the word of truth we must do it – PHIL. 4:9
C. Notice what will happen to us when we receive Christ teachings – COL. 2:6-7 – we will walk like he walked

D. Action typified the walk of Christ – JAMES 1:21-25 – 

E. Paul describes this life as a race, so we must run that we may obtain the prize – 1 COR. 9:23-25
F. If we are a receiver of the truth we should proclaim that truth – 1PET. 4:10-11 – Speak that which is truth, that has been our objective today to speak the truth of God’s word in love.
CONCLUSION – Did you pass the examination?  Are you indeed a lover of truth?  Is the truth really as important to you as you thought?  Do you desire it, do you hear it, believe it, do you choose it, and finally do you receive it.  If you have not had the right attitude toward truth, YOU choose to change it today!

