HOW MUCH IS CHRIST IN YOU?

EPHESIANS 3:14-21 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – If we are to be Christians and follow Christ he must be in us and serve as a vital part of our life.  The text for our lesson teaches our inward man can grow and be nourished.  We can become more effective and efficient in our service to Christ if we are sanctified by his truth daily – JN. 17:17 – As we are sanctified  (set apart) by his word our inward man will begin to grow. Paul discusses this with the brethren at Corinth – 2 COR. 4:16-18 – Our inward man is renewed as we walk after the things of the Spirit (those things not seen which are eternal).  Also note this same type of teaching is given to the disciples at Rome – ROM. 8:1-2 – As a Christian we should be walking after the spirit and not after the flesh.

In today’s lesson we want to examine the inward man:

1. HEIGHT OF OUR INWARD MAN – The height we reach spiritually unlike our physical height depends on our ambition to grow.  The ambition to grow is directly connected to our willingness to do the will of God.

a. NUM. 13:25-33 – Sometimes we do not grow in height as we should because we do not put our trust in God and do his will.  We sometimes see giants in our lives that we think we cannot overcome, but we can become a spiritual giant if we humble ourselves to do the will of God.

b. MATT. 7:21-27- Jesus says we must do the will of the Father in heaven and that is what he did as he lived on this earth.

c. JN. 6:38 – Note the example of Jesus – He came down from heaven to do the Father’s will. JN. 14:6 – Jesus said “I am the way, the truth and the life no man cometh to the Father but by me.”  We cannot follow our own way it must be God’s way.  What is my goal as a Christian?  Elder, deacon, preacher, teacher or good husband or faithful wife.  The ultimate goal is heaven.

d. MATT. 6:19-21 – Jesus said the goal is heaven and we need to be laying up our treasures there.  Sometimes it is easy for us to lose sight of our goal.

e. 1 PET. 1:3-4 – Reserved in heaven for you.

2. DEPTH OF OUR CONVICTION – We must have convictions and they must be based on truth.

a. HEB. 11:6 – “But without faith it is impossible to please him, for he that cometh to God must believe that he is and that he is the rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”  Where do we obtain our convictions?

b. ROM. 10:17 – Our faith must be derived from the word of God.

c. 2 TIM. 3:12-17 – Timothy would be able to live a godly life and endure persecution because he had depth of conviction and note that his convictions were based on the word of God.

d. ACTS 16:22-25 – If our inward man does not possess depth of conviction we will not be able to endure persecutions, trials, and troubles when they come our way.

3. BREADTH OF OUR SERVICE – How far am I willing to go in my service to Christ?

a. MATT. 20:26-28 – Example of Christ - He came not to be served, but to serve.  Is this my attitude?  Or is my attitude, “I can’t do that?” – Lead a prayer or singing or waiting on the Lord’s table or teaching or bringing a lesson or visiting the sick those who need spiritual encouragement.

b. ROM. 6:13-23 – Paul encouraged the brethren at Rome to yield their bodies as instruments of righteousness.  We will be a servant in this life the only question is whom we will choose to serve, the choice is up to us.

c. ROM. 12:1-2 – Paul here speaks of our reasonable service is to present our body as a living sacrifice unto God.  If we do this we will not conform to this world but be transformed.

d. 1 THESS. 1:2-9 – Notice the transformation of the brethren at Thessalonica.  From idols to serving the true and living God.

4. LENGTH OF OUR LOVE – Do we place limits on our love?  We must understand that God does not.

a. JN. 3:16 – God’s love is immeasurable.

b. ROM. 5:6-8 – God loved us while we were still in our sins.

c. 1 COR. 13:1-8 – Paul here describes true love.  Note verses 1-3 – We can be busy doing all the right things and if the motivating factor for our service to God is not love it does not profit us.  I. E. – Our worship and service to God.  I cannot say I love God and not be concerned about my influence.

d. MATT. 5:13-16 – If I love God then men will see my good works, my example, and my influence for Christ is broadened.  

e. REV. 2:10 – We must love God and faithfully serve Him until we die.

CONCLUSION – Is my light shining brighter and brighter or is it growing dim?  Is my inward man being renewed day by day?  Am I becoming a spiritual giant or remaining a spiritual dwarf?  

Hopefully this lesson will encourage us all to desire the sincere milk of the word that we may grow thereby – 1 PET. 2:2 – Is my inward man growing?  What are the height, depth, breadth and length of my love for Christ?

If you are here and not in Christ then you need to get there today because it is only in Him that salvation can be found – ACTS 4:12
