HOW TO RENDER ACCEPTABLE OBEDIENCE TO GOD

ROMANS 16:25-26 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – It is very common today to see manuals or booklets on how to do certain things maybe in regard to electrical work or plumbing or assistance in automotive repair.  These things are indeed needful so we can be guided in these areas.  

God has also given us as it were a how to book.  God has made it quite plain to mankind thru his word which he has given to him how to render obedience by faith to God.  This requires total and complete surrender on our part if we are to be faithful in our service to our creator.
ROM. 16:25-27 - Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began 26 but now has been made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures has been made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith—NKJV
SOME THINGS MAN MUST DO TO RENDER OBEDIENCE TO GOD:
1. OPEN EYES – 

A. ROM. 3:10-12 – All men must realize that they have sinned and fall short daily of the grace of the Almighty God. As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, not one;  11 There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God.  12 They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one."  
B. ROM. 3:23 – We all fall short daily of the grace of Almighty God - “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”
C. ROM. 6:23 – All men must realize the wages of sin is death (eternal destruction.  We must open our eyes to the fact that we are sinners and we need God!  The world tells us that we do not need anyone “to thine own self be true.” - For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
2. OPEN EARS – 

A. MATT. 7:24-27 – If we are going to render obedience to God we must be wise enough to build our life on Jesus’ word by doing his commands.  If we do not open our ears we are the biggest fool of all - "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 Now everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall."
B. LUKE 6:46 – Do not be spiritually deaf – hear what Jesus has to say and obey Him - "But why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do the things which I say?
3. OPEN DOOR – 

A. REV. 3:19-20 – As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.  Christ will not barge into our life and force us to pursue salvation, but the door knob to your heart is on the inside and only you can open it.  We open wide the door to our heart when we render obedience to his plan of salvation.

B.  MATT. 22:35-38 - Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, 36 "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?" 37 Jesus said to him, " 'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  38 This is the first and great commandment. 
4. OPEN WILL – 

A. REV. 22:17 – Unconditional surrender of our own will is exactly what the Lord requires of us - And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely. 

B. LUKE 9:23 – Self denial is mandatory, not optional - Then He said to them all, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.
C. MATT. 7:21 – Only those who do the will of the Father will enter into the kingdom of heaven - Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 
5. OPEN BOOK – 

A. JN. 6:44-45 – We have to open the book to learn from god - No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day. 45 It is written in the prophets, 'And they shall all be taught by God.' Therefore everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me.
B. JN. 6:66-68 – No one can render acceptable obedience to God without knowing the truth - From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more. 67 Then Jesus said to the twelve, "Do you also want to go away?" 68 But Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 

C. JN. 8:31-32 – The truth will save us from our sins if we abide in it  - Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 
D. 1 TIM. 2:3-4 – God wants us to open his book (ROM. 1:16) so we can have a knowledge of the truth and be saved - For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

6. OPEN EXAM – 

A. ACTS 2:36-38 –We must ask the question posed by those on Pentecost – “What must I do to become a Christian?” - "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
B. ACTS 2:41 - Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 

C. ACTS 2:47 - praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. 
D. JAMES 4:7-10 – Am I being a faithful Christian in all that I do? - Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 

E. 2 COR. 13:5 – Complete honesty is required of each one of us - Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?--unless indeed you are disqualified. 
CONCLUSION – If you have not been rendering acceptable obedience to God now is the time and place to begin – 2 COR. 6:2 – “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”
