HYPOCRITICAL RIGHTEOUSNESS

LUKE 13:10-17 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Jesus healed a woman on the Sabbath day and the Jews severely criticized his deed of kindness.  Jesus immediately pointed out the hypocritical attitude of the scribes and Pharisees.  Jesus calls them hypocrites because they would do more for their animals on the Sabbath Day than they allow him to do for this poor woman who had been bound by Satan for 18 years.  MATT. 5:20 - Jesus warns us today that our righteousness must exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees if we want to enter the kingdom of heaven.

5 POINTS APPLIED TO HYPOCRTITCAL RIGHTEOUSNESS:

1. SORRY EMPLOYEES – As those who claimed to be workers for God they were sorry employees.

a. MATT. 23:1-5 – As workers for God the flubbed the dub.  They were willing to bind heavy burdens on others but they would not lift even one of their fingers.

b. EPH. 6:5-9 – Today we have many who will work hard in the presence of the boss man but when he walks away or takes a trip they slough off.  They are eye pleasers doing things only for admiration and gain.  They do not care about the company or the boss only self-promotion.  As Christians we should never be like the Pharisees who exhibited hypocritical righteousness.  Sad to say but it is true that many Christians do not serve God fulltime.

c. HEB. 4:13 – God sees us at all times.

d. MATT. 21:28-31 – When we became Christians we told God we would work for him in his vineyard, which son are we like?

2. CHRONIC LIARS – Look at the insult the scribes and Pharisees placed upon Jesus – saying he had a devil.

a. JN. 8:42-48 – Jesus knew the scribes and Pharisees and had them figured out perfectly.  Knowing their hearts and he knew they were liars. Hypocrites not only speak lies they life is one big lie because they live a lie day by day.

b. TITUS 1:9-13 – Those who are vain talkers and deceivers are always liars and they tell lies for gain and that is just the opposite of righteousness therefore they are hypocrites.  I.E. – Episcopal church – gay bishop being appointed.

c. EPH. 4:24-25 – As Christians we are to put on the new man and by doing this we put away lying.  If we do not then we are just as those who Jesus condemned.  Living a lie and preaching and teaching a lie is hypocritical.

3. PRETENSIVE LOVE – It is easy to put on pretenses about our love for God.

a. MARK 12:38-40 – Jesus said the scribes made long prayers pretending to love God.  They prayed long flowery prayers to act as if they had great devotion for God.

b. MATT. 5:43-48 – The true attitude of God is to be able to love the unlovable.  Do good to those who hate you!  Pray for those who despitefully use you and persecute you.

c. ROM. 5:8 – As Christians we are to strive to love as God loves us – while we were yet sinners.

4. UNMERCIFUL NEIGHBORS – Jesus taught the value of loving your neighbor in the parable of the Good Samaritan.

a. LUKE 10:25-37 – Jesus in this parable teaches not only that we should love our neighbors but at the same time condemns the Priest and Levite and by doing so he pointed out the terrible hypocrisy among the Jews. How merciful are we as neighbors?  Do we see those who are bleeding and wounded from sin and yet we never stop to show them mercy by trying to teach the gospel?

b. TITUS 3:5-6 – Notice the mercy Jesus was willing to bestow upon us.  He shed it on us abundantly.

c. LUKE 10:2 – Do not ignore the need for sending laborers into the harvest.  Do not be an unmerciful neighbor!

5. SECRET ASSASINS – They wanted Jesus killed but they planned this secretly.

a. MATT. 26:3-5 – They wanted to kill Jesus but not on the feast day because they were afraid if the reaction of the people.  

b. LUKE 20:19-26 – They tried to catch him in his words so they could say he had blasphemed and stone him for breaking the Law of Moses.

c. LUKE 22:2-6 – Scribes and chief priests met secretly to plan how to kill Jesus.  The betrayal was to take place in the absence of the multitude.  Do we crucify the Son of God afresh by the things we do “secretly?”  Are we secretly putting Jesus to death again by living a life of hypocrisy? – I.E. – My grandfather – alcoholic dependency.

CONCLUSION – As we stated in the beginning of our lesson our righteousness must exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees – MATT. 5:20 – the question is this – Does my life reflect the righteousness of God or does it like the Pharisees reflect hypocritical righteousness?  Examine your life and make it right with God today.

Maybe your life does not reflect the righteousness of God because you are not a Christian.  You can become one today!

