HYPOCRITICAL TEST

ROMANS 12:9-21 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We are going to take a test this morning to see if we truly have the characteristics of a Christian or if we are being hypocritical.  The great question we each must individually answer is “Am I being hypocritical?  Am I claiming to be one thing (a Christian) and living a life that is totally different.  Read text.

In our text Paul clearly teaches at least ten characteristics we must have as Christians.  Do I truly have these characteristics in my life?  Am I listening to the wisdom from above? JAMES 3:13-18 – The wisdom from above is without hypocrisy.   Wisdom from above is what we need to apply to our life so we will not be a hypocrite.  We cannot be genuine and love God sincerely without this wisdom from above.  Now let’s begin the test, yes we are going to ask some questions.  

HYPOCRITICAL TEST:

1. Do I really hate evil?  Vs. 9 (abhor or detest)

a. JOB 1:1, 8 – Job was a genuine person, a sincere person, and he feared God and eschewed (to flee from) evil.  Job did not want to get close to evil but what about us?  Am I like Job?

b. JN. 2:13-17 – Jesus was filled with righteous indignation because they were profaning the temple.

2. Do I really cling to that which is good?  Vs. 9 (cleave – hold)  Am I cemented to God?  What about his word?

a. PSA. 119:105-112 – Am I like David?

b. 1 THESS. 5:21 – We are to prove things by the word of God.  Is it a good thing to worship God?  I.E. – Sunday and Wednesday night

3. Do I really love my brethren? Vs. 10 (show affection – sacrifice) 

a. ROM. 16:3-5 – Priscilla and Aquila put their life on the line for the apostle Paul.  They also loved the brethren enough to allow the church to assemble in their home.

b. 1 JN. 3:13-18 – We are commanded to love our brethren this is not optional.

4. Do I really work for the Lord?  Vs. 11 (fervent in service)

a. ACTS 20:18-21 – Paul was not slothful but fervent in his service to the Lord.  You may say well I do not have the talent of the apostle Paul.

b. MATT. 25:24-27 – Why was the one talent man condemned?  What was his problem

5. Do I really rejoice in hope?  Vs. 12 (happy for the hope of heaven) 

a. 1 PET. 1:3-9 – Peter rejoiced but do I?

b. PHIL. 4:4 – “Rejoice in the Lord always; and again I say, rejoice.”  Am I a rejoicing Christian? 

6. Do I remain patient in trails and tribulations?  Vs. 12

a. JAMES 1:2-4, 12, 21-25 – James did.

b. MATT. 5:10-12 – Jesus gives us sound advice that he was willing to follow himself.  Are we OK as long as there is no adversity in our lives, but the moment we begin to confront problems our faith begins to falter. 

7. Do I value prayer in my life?  Vs. 12

a. ACTS 6:4 – The apostles realized the value of prayer. – ACTS 2:42 – First century Christians continued steadfastly in prayer.

b. JAMES 5:16 – Do I really realize the value of a righteous man’s prayer?  How often do I pray?

8. Do I really express generosity?  Vs. 13 Am I generous in helping my brethren in need?

a. ACTS 4:32-35 – Being generous is an outgrowth of fellowship with God.

b. PHILEMON 4-7 – Philemon did so.  He was a refresher of the saints.  Am I generous with the blessings of this life bestowed on me by the Lord?

9. Do I wisely use hospitality?  Vs. 13

a. 1 PET. 4:8-9 – We can use hospitality to show our love for others.

b. ACTS 16:14-15 – Example of Lydia

10. Do I really condescend to others?  Vs. 16 (humility – common touch)  Am I concerned about saving souls.

a. PHIL. 2:1-8 – Jesus did, he left heaven for you and me.  Am I like Jesus?

b. 1 COR. 9:19-23 – Paul condescended to all men.  Do we say the gospel is for all but carefully screen who we will strive to teach?

CONCLUSION – Do you possess these characteristics in your life?  In order to do so you must let Christ live in you – GAL. 2:20 -  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
Does Christ really live in you or you just living a life of hypocrisy?  Did you pass the test?  Maybe you passed but still missed some questions correct those wrong answers today!  

