I BELIEVE IN JESUS

JOHN 20:30-31 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – As we are about to enter into our VBS this week our theme is “I Believe in Jesus” and I thought it might be appropriate to bring a lesson that hopefully will help set the stage for this series of studies. 

You may think you already know what a “believer” is, but let’s look at the definition as given to us form W.E. Vines Expository Dictionary of N.T. Words.

Translations from the Greek “to believe” – aman – are as follows:
1. To be firm, to endure, steadfast

2. trust, have belief, believe

This Greek word is sometimes translated

1. one who is faithful

2. one who is trustworthy

3. one who is a believer, one who expresses faith in God; in N.T. times a Christian

If I am truly a believer in Jesus what all does this involve:

WHAT IS A BELIEVER IN JESUS?

1. BELIEVERS RECEIVE THE WORD – 

a. 1 THESS. 1:6 – “And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost.”
i. Received implies welcome

ii. How do you receive or welcome a guest to your home?

b. How do we receive the word today? – is Jesus going to speak directly to me today in a verbal sense that I can hear the very words of God? NO – But he will speak to me through his word – I.E. – Death of your earthly father – can he speak direct to you any longer – NO – But if he left a will you know what he would have you to do.  That is what Christ did for us – ROM. 10:13-17
c. Example – of believers receiving the word

i. Thesssalonica – ACTS 17:4-5 – Not all received the word

ii. Bereans – ACTS 17:11 – They received the word with all readiness of mind

iii. If VBS is to be effective this week we must have the proper attitude toward receiving the word of God.

2. BELIEVERS ARE GOOD EXAMPLES – 

a. 1 THESS. 1:7 – What kind of example am I as a believer? 

i. Positive

ii. Negative – JAMES 2:14-19, LUKE 10:30-33
b. JAMES 1:22-25 – The only way I can be the positive example is to be a doer of the word 

c. VBS can be very profitable for all of us as Christians if we learn more about the diety of Christ and this motivates us to become more actively involved in serving Him

3. BELIEVERS ARE THOSE WHO SOUND FORTH THEIR FAITH-
a. 1 THESS. 1:8 – They sounded out the word “the word of the Lord” not the various philosophies and teachings of men

b. HEB. 2:1-4 – We must sound forth those things “spoken by the Lord” and those things that were “confirmed by signs and wonders”

i. What about us?  Do we sound forth the word? Individually

ii.  VBS is an effort to do just that 1 TIM. 3:15 – The church is to be the pillar and proclaimer of the truth.

4. BELIEVERS SERVE THE TRUE AND LIVING GOD – 
a. 1 THESS. 1:9 – As believers we indeed serve “the living and true God”  How diligent are we in this service?

b. JOHN 14:1 – Do we really act like we believe?

i. Trust Him to let all things turnout for good – ROM. 8:28
ii. Do we serve Him? – ROM. 6:17-18
iii. Do we have zeal in this service? – ROM. 12:11- “Fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.”  

5. BELIEVERS ARE ONES WHO WAIT FOR JESUS – 

a. 1 THESS. 1:10a – What is involved in this waiting:

i. Jesus to keep His promise – JN. 14:1-3 – “I will come again”

ii. Patience – 2 PET. 3:3-4 – Some in those days scoffed and mocked the Christians who were waiting for the Lord’s return

b. We must continue to work as we wait – MATT. 25:1-13 – We must be diligent in our preparation

6. BELIEVERS ARE ONES WHO ARE DELIVERED FROM THE WRATH TO COME – 

a. 1 THESS. 1:10b – Jesus delivers us from the wrath of God – ROM. 2:4-12
b. How are we delivered? – ACTS 16:22-33 – No greater question can be asked than the one posed by the Philippian jailor
CONCLUSION – Do you believe in Jesus?  Then come to Him in obedience – JN. 14:6 – “I am the way the truth and the life no man cometh to the Father but by me.” 
Jesus can become the author of your eternal salvation today, if you are just willing to obey – HEB. 5:8-9
