IDENTIFYING FALSE TEACHERS

PROVERBS 6:16-19 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – One of the seven things listed that God hates is one that sows discord among brethren.  Oftentimes however the one who points out the false teaching that results in discord is labeled as a troublemaker.  That is because there is a tendency today among brethren to reject preaching that gets too specific, that exposes the errors of man’s teachings and calls the names of those espousing those false doctrines.  The Bible has not changed and the Bible continues to command us to “preach the word.” – 2 TIM. 4:2-4
How do you react when you hear or read a specific quote, which gives the man’s name that said it and gives scriptural reference as to why his teaching is false?  Does this personal identification upset you?  Would you prefer only hearing “principles” while avoiding specific doctrinal applications?   If so you are dangerously close to the crowd that Paul refers to and describes in 2 TIM. 4:3-4.

This is not to say in every instance and under every circumstance the false teacher must be publicly named in order for his teaching to be exposed and opposed.  Such is not the case in 1 COR. 15:12.  But at times it is necessary for several reasons.

NECESSARY REASONS  – 

1. CLEARLY IDENTIFYING ERROR AND WHO IS TEACHING IT OR PRACTICING IT – 

a. 2 TIM. 2:16-18 – Paul names Hymenaeus and Philetus to make it clear that their doctrine was false and it was overthrowing the faith of some brethren and had to be opposed.  This gives us the scriptural prerogative to do the same thing today.

b. 1 TIM. 1:19-20 – Hymanaeus and Alexander were speaking evil of God – (blasphemy).

c. 2 TIM. 3:7-9 – These were named because they resisted the truth and they were named so their folly would be made manifest to all.

d. 2 TIM. 4:10, 14-15 – Demas forsook the truth because of his love for the world.  Paul warned Timothy about Alexander the coppersmith, why?  Because he withstood the teaching of the gospel (truth) presented by Paul.

e. TITUS 1:10-14 – Rebuke them sharply so they may be sound in the faith and not turn from the truth.

2. GIVING A WARNING AGAINST SIN – 

a. 1 COR. 5:1 – Paul did not give the name because everyone knew whom he was talking about.

b. 1 COR. 5:2 – Paul’s identification of this brother was needed to warn the brethren not to have fellowship with sin through any conduct (social contact), which would indicate support of this sin.

c. 2 JN. 10-11 – In order to avoid fellowship with sin we must know what the sin is and who is committing it.

d. 1 COR. 5:6-7 – This is a matter of protecting the body of Christ from the influence of error.  Which in most instances requires the identification of the one in error.

e. GAL. 2:11-14 – Paul confronted Peter and was in a sense warning him because he was not practicing the truth and others were following his example.

3. TRYING TO SAVE THE FALSE TEACHER AND THOSE HE INFLUENCES – We must maintain the proper attitude (that of genuine love and concern for a brother’s soul) 2 PET. 3:9 - and unless we are willing to identify and approach the one who teaches error how shall we persuade him with the truth.

a. ACTS 18:24-26 – Apollos needed someone such as Aquila and Priscilla to further instruct him in the truth. Apollos simply had not been taught the truth.

b. ACTS 19 1-6 – Disciples at Ephesus only knew of the baptism of John.

c. GAL. 2:14 - Peter’s conduct occasioned Paul’s public confrontation because he “walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel.”

d. PHIL. 4:9 - Paul was at times very specific and there will be times when we must be also.

e. JUDE 3 – We are instructed to contend for the faith.

REASONS OFFERED TO OPPOSE THIS APPROACH – 

1. IT IS NOT EDIFYING – Those who are uncomfortable with naming the names of false teachers tell us that it tears down rather than builds up and those who would identify specific false teachers and their false teaching are really the troublemakers.

a. 1 KINGS 18:17-18 – Example of Elijah and Ahab, who was really causing the trouble? It is always the one who is forsaking the commandments of the Lord.

b. MATT. 23:1-3 – This type of thinking puts Jesus in the role of a troublemaker and one who was trying to run people off.

c. 2 TIM. 2:16-17 – We will also have to add Paul to this list of troublemakers, and one who does not allow for brethren to be edified because of his narrow view of truth.

d. 3 JN. 9-11 – This would put the apostle of love -  John in this category also as he warns the brethren about Diotrephes.

e. ACTS 20:28-32 – After warning of future false teachers, Paul commended them to the “word of His grace” which would edify and save them.  Edification is compatible with warnings against false teachers.

2. IT IS NOT SHOWING LOVE TOWARD OTHERS – This is heard from those who confuse Biblical love with an emotional feeling.  They believe if someone‘s feelings are hurt, then they have not been treated lovingly.  (Do you suppose the Scribes and Pharisees feelings were hurt after hearing what Jesus said about them in MATT. 23?)  True love seeks the best interest of its object.

a. 2 JN. 5-6 – True biblical love does not overlook sin.

b. GAL. 6:1 – True love overcomes sin by exposing it and showing the need for repentance all in the spirit of meekness.

c. JAMES 5:19-20 – Does saving a sinner from the error of his way constitute love?  Did Paul truly love Peter in GAL. 2:11-14?  The Judaizers who supported his conduct or Paul who confronted him about his error.  The answer is obvious.

d. EPH. 4:15 – Do not be afraid to speak the truth in love.

3. SINCE NOBODY IS 100% DOCTRINALLY CORRECT, WE SHOULD NOT MAKE AN ISSUE OUT OF DOCTRINAL DIFFERENCES – The person who makes this statement fails to understand two important aspects about truth – 1) That it can be understood correctly and, 2) That God expects us to know it and abide in it.

a. EPH. 3:3-4 – Whereby when we read we may understand.

b. EPH. 5:17 – “Wherefore be ye not unwise but understanding what the will of the Lord is.” Christ thru Paul commands us to understand God’s will, would he give a command we are not able to keep.

c. JN. 8:31-32 – Are we capable of knowing that which will set us free?

d. 1 TIM. 2:3-4 – Salvation is based upon a knowledge of truth and us placing our faith in God and being willing to follow his instructions that are contained in his holy word.  Man’s approach to unity in diversity is not scriptural and eliminates the Bible as the final word on faith and doctrine.  So anyone who dares to expose and oppose false teaching is portrayed as legalistic, having a party spirit, being mean spirited and unloving.

e. GAL. 1:6-10 – Nothing much has changed since Paul wrote the letter to the churches of Galatia – We can understand the Bible, and when we do we will understand it alike or else why did Paul say there was the curse to be spoken against false teachers and those who pervert the gospel.

CONCLUSION – We must not be afraid to stand fast for the truth and to confront false teachers and their doctrinal errors. To fail to do so shows we do not have the proper love for the truth, for those who are teaching these false doctrines and for those lost in sin.  REV. 2:1-3 – We must continue to labor and not faint.

