IF ALL PROFESSING CHRISTIANS WERE FAITHFUL CHRISTIANS

1 TIMOTHY 6:12 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Paul knew that Timothy professed to be a Christian, yet we all know that you can profess to be something and really not be that way at all.  I.E. - Honesty – but yet people knowingly cheat on their income taxes, steal from the company where they work and break various laws of the land at their own discretion.

If we profess to be a Christian we should be doing everything in our power to live faithfully – HEB. 11:6
Notice what the Hebrew writer instructed the 1st century Christians – HEB. 6:1-2 – Two things we need to note 1.)  In order to become a Christian we have to obey the first principles of the gospel – 1 PET. 1:22-23 – It is thru obeying these first principles that our soul is purified.  2.) We must go on unto perfection – we must grow – 2 PET. 3:18.

Also the one who is truly a Christian is one whose values have changed – COL. 3:1-3 – their affections are set on things above.

The Christians aim in life is to please God – 2 COR. 5:9 – Paul stated that he wanted to be accepted by God.  There are many people today who profess to be Christians but there life is one of hypocrisy, because they do not live a life in harmony with the word of God.

What would be the results if all professing Christians were faithful Christians?  If every professing Christian was living and serving God each day and faithfully walking in the light of His word.

WHAT WOULD BE SOME OF THE RESULTS? - 

1. FAMILY - There would be a great difference in family life.

a. MATT. 19:5-6 - Divorce would be unknown – marriage would follow God’s divine instructions.

b. EPH. 5:25-29 – The husband would love his wife and work to provide for his family.

c. EPH. 6:1-4 – Children would honor their parents.

d. DEUT. 24:5 - Families would spend time together and the recreation they engaged in would be wholesome.

e. 2 COR. 9:6 – We would better understand the principle of giving and the preaching of the gospel would be supported by liberal giving.

2. ALABASTER BOX  - This alabaster box of love and kindness would be broken more often.

a. MARK 14:3-9 – A faithful Christian will do a good work for someone else

b. GAL. 6:10 – This woman wrought a good work on Jesus Mark 14:6 – how much better off the church and the world would be if Christians individually would do a good work for someone.

c. JAMES 1:27 – James tells us to be involved in good works is the practice of pure and undefiled religion.

d. MARK 14:8 – This woman “hath done what she could” we need to understand that is all God requires from anyone.   There are many things we can do: comfort, cheer, encourage, and pray for one another.  Are we doing everything we can?

3. SUFFERING – There would be less suffering because of sin.

a. 2 TIM. 3:12 – Yes, there would be suffering but it would be the type that could be endured with joy.  

b. MATT. 5:10-12 – Jesus said we should rejoice and be glad even in the face of persecution.

c. 1 PET. 4:12-16 – Many people suffer today because of there own wrongdoing, but if all professing Christians were faithful Christians they would not have to suffer in this manner.

4. ONE CHURCH – There would be but one church, the one we can read about in the N.T.

a. MATT. 16:18 – The one Jesus said he would build.

b. EPH. 1:22-23 – The one he is head of and the one, which is his body.

c. JN. 17:20-21 – If all professing Christians were faithful Christians then there would be no denominations (divisions) as they would be seeking to obey the voice of Christ as he prayed for unity.

5. EVANGELISM – There would be great zeal in evangelism if all professing Christians were faithful Christians.

a. MARK 16:15-16 – “Go” would apply to me and I would make personal application of the great commission in my life.

b. ACTS 5:41-42 – Public preaching must be done but the most effective type of teaching is that which is done house to house.

c. ACTS 8:1-4 – It was those professing to be Christians who went everywhere preaching and teaching the word.  Zeal was a trademark of the early Christians.

CONCLUSION – Are we living the life that we are professing to live?  If not then we need to heed the words of the Hebrew writer – HEB. 12:1-3 – If we are to be faithful then we must look to Jesus.  Are you looking to Jesus today?

