IF I AM NOT HOT THEN I AM

REVELATION 3:13-16

INTRODUCTION – If I am not spiritually hot and on fire for the Lord then I am either lukewarm or cold and either condition can cause me to lose my soul.  Many Christians feel that after baptism their ticket is punched and they are on their way to heaven there is nothing that can stop them now.  

Yet the Bible teaches that there are many things we can do to hinder us from reaching heaven, which should be the goal of every Christian.

THINGS A CHILD OF  GOD CAN DO:

1. He can fail of the grace of God – HEB. 12:15 - Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled

2. We can be led away with the error of the wicked – 2 PET. 3:17 - Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness – Notice being led away from the truth has consequences it will cause us to fall from our own steadfastness

3. He can err from the truth – JAMES 5:19 -  Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; - Yes we can err, I can err, you can err, we must be on guard
4. He can turn aside after Satan – 1 TIM. 5:15 - For some are already turned aside after Satan  - This is just what Satan wants to go follow after our lusts
5. He can forsake the right way – 2 PET. 2:14-15 - Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children:Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; - Did Balaam know what was the right thing to do?
6. He can turn from the Holy commandment – 2 PET. 2:21- For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.

7. He can fall into condemnation – JAMES 5:12 - But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.

8. He may be a castaway – 1 COR. 9:27 -  But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. – Paul realized he could become rejected, what about me!
9. He may be cast forth as a branch and burned – JOHN 15:1-6 – READ – Do we bear fruit?
10. He can be spoiled through deceit – COL. 2:8 – Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. - We can be spoiled if listen to man and his reasoning
11. He can be moved away from the hope – COL. 1:23 - If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

12. He can deny the Lord that bought him – 2 PET. 2:1-3 - But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not. – These false teachers (unfaithful Christians) were in fact by their teaching and actions denying the Lord that had made their salvation possible in the first place.
13. He can depart from the living God  and have an evil heart of unbelief - HEB. 3:12 - Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.

14. He can come short of the promise – HEB. 4:1 - Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it. – God does not compel us to go to heaven

15. He can belief the gospel in vain – 1 COR. 15:1-3 -  Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;
16. He can depart from the faith – 1 TIM. 4:1 - Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;
17. He can be carried away with strange doctrines – HEB. 13:9 - Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein.
18. He can be beset by sin -  HEB. 12:1 - Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, - We do not have to resist sin
19. He can draw back into perdition and lose his soul – HEB. 10:38-39 - Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul.
20. He can refuse him who speaks from heaven – HEB. 12:25 -  See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh from heaven:
CONCLUSION – If we refuse to hear the one who speaks from heaven we trod under foot the Son of God – HEB. 10:29 - Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? -  We also show that we despise the spirit of grace that God has made available to us.

We can be hot or cold the choice is totally up to us – REV. 3:14-18 -  And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.

These are things we all can do to fall, but would it not be wiser for us to desire to be rich, clothed in white raiment, to be on fire for the Lord – the choice is ours and ours alone!

