IF MAN COULD REWRITE THE BIBLE

GALATIANS 1:6-9 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION –

When you were a child did you ever wish you could change the rules you had to go by in your house?  I am sure at some point in time we all did.  But do you understand why you would like to do so?  The answer is very obvious  - If  I get to set the standard in regard to any thing  it is human nature to set the standard low enough that I can easily reach it.

Examples -     

1. 5 Football games = State Championship

2. 3 years of college good enough for a Bachelors Degree, a Masters, and a Doctorate degree

3. You set the standard for your pay – how much do you think you would be worth?

Man seems to be of the same mind when it comes to spiritual standards also, but let’s notice what God’s word has to say about this standard we are to follow:

1. 1 TIM. 1:3 – Charge them to teach no other doctrine

2. 2 JOHN vs.9 – We must abide in the doctrine of Christ are we have not God

3. REV. 22:18-19 – We cannot add to or take away from the things written in this book.

With these thoughts in mind let’s look at some ways man would like for God’s word to read:

1. THAT ALL MEN WILL BE SAVED – But what does the Bible truly teach?

a. MATT. 7:13-14 – “Enter ye in at the straight gate: for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in there at: Because straight is the gate and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. – Most would swap the words many and few, and it seems as though some have – Funerals – Churches of men

b. 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – This passage would certainly have to go, or be entirely rewritten – No one will be punished let alone it be an everlasting punishment and destruction.

c. Bible Example – Few – 1 PET. 3:20 – 8 Souls – 

2. THAT THE DECEIVED ARE EXCUSED – My way of serving God is OK - But what does the Bible say?

a. MATT. 15:14 – If the blind lead the blind they will both fall into the ditch

b. GAL. 6:7-9 – We will reap exactly what we sow, but man would have you think God is so loving he will as a result of this love overlook sin, but God’s word tells us he has set wages for sin – ROM. 6:23
c. We are warned from God’s word about being deceived by false teachers – 1 JN. 4:1
3. FAITH ALONE WILL SAVE – All I have to do is believe. Is this what the Bible teaches?   After all I believe in God what else matters?

a. JOHN 12:42-43 – These believed but would not confess, they rejected the words that Jesus spoke unto them – because they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.

b. JAMES 2:14-24 – Notice the devils also believe and tremble.  “Not by faith only” We must do something, we must obey

c.  JAMES 1:21-25 – We must be a “doer” of the word 

4. BAPTISM IS NOT NECESSARY FOR SALVATION – what does Jesus have to say in this regard?

a. MARK 16:15-16 – “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”
b. 1 PETER 3:21 – “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us, not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but an answer of a good conscience toward God by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  ACTS 10:48 – “And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord.”
c. Preaching water salvation – Example – NUMBERS 21:5-9 – Moses was teaching and preaching serpent salvation  - NO, there faith in God caused them to follow God’s instructions by faith and they lived. 

5. ANY CHURCH WILL DO – ONE IS AS GOOD AS ANOTHER – What does Jesus have to say about this subject

a. He promised to build HIS church – MATT. 16:18-19 – “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”  – Gates of Hell will not prevail against it - The one I will build – What about the churches of men?

b. Christ did not pay the price for the churches of men – EPH. 5:25
c. Because He paid the price of HIS blood He is the head of the church – EPH. 1:22-23, this body is were the Lord adds the saved – ACTS 2:47 – Is the church important?  Only if you want to be were the Lord adds the saved

6. WORSHIP WOULD BE REDESIGNED – Man has turned the worship which God intended for man to give into a three ring circus, but Jesus says-

a. JOHN 4:23-24 – Worship God in spirit and truth, God tells us how to worship Him as the supreme being, we as the creation do not tell him how we will worship Him.

b. If we worship God as we see fit we are become as the Scribes and Pharisees – MATT. 15:7-9 – Our worship is vain.

c. The early Christians – “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread and in prayers – ACTS 2:42
7. ONCE SAVED ALWAYS SAVED – But the scripture clearly teach:

a. HEB. 6:4-6 – If they shall fall away, YES they can fall away

b. GAL. 5:4 – Paul told the Christians of the churches of Galatia if they sought to be justified by keeping the old law and conforming to circumcision which the Jews taught was necessary, they were fallen from grace

c. 2 PETER 2:20-22 – They are entangled and overcome and their last state is worse than the first

8. THERE WILL BE NO HELL – Probably if man could change only one thing this would be it.  No eternal punishment.  But many already conform to this doctrine even though the Bible is clear that just as certain as there is reward and there will also be everlasting punishment.

a. MATT. 25:41-46 – Everlasting fire

b. MARK 9:42-48 – The worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched

c. REV. 20:13-15 – Cast into the lake of fire

CONCLUSION – 

Yes surely if we could rewrite God’s standard for us the Bible we would make it where we could make it to heaven.  The sad thing about this sermon is there are actually men standing in pulpits across America today who are standing and teaching these same things we have suggested would be true if man could rewrite the Bible.  Who gave them the right to do so.  Not God, so we must beware since we should want to go to heaven to listen to God’s word and His word only, not the rewritten version of man. –

Apostle Paul an inspired man said, “But though we or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that  which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” 

Take God at His word and obey Him, today!

