IF THY BROTHER SINS AGAINST THEE

MATTHEW 18:15-17

INTRODUCTION -  One of Satan’s greatest tools to keep the church from bringing glory to Christ is getting Christians to be at odds with one another.  How can the church be effective in the community if Christians will not speak to each other, if they will not forgive each other, if they harbor ill will toward one another, going around stabbing brethren in the back with gossip, insults and personal trespasses.  One of the greatest gifts man can receive from God is his divine revelation of how to resolve differences among brethren – TEXT - MATT. 18:15-17 – If thy brother sins, GO to him.  Go is an action word that requires activity and expelling of energy on the individuals part.  Take the initiative make a personal call to the person who hurt you.

Another important reason to go is because of sin – “If thy brother SINS go to him” sin separates us from God and we are going because we do not want our brother for whom Christ died to go back to a life of sin – ISA. 59:1-2.

Another reason to resolve personal differences is so that unity will prevail and the church for which Christ died will not be torn apart and division occur.

What is taught in these passages? 

1. PRESERVATION – Soul preservation because every Lamb is important to God.

a. LUKE 15:3-6 – Will the Shepard leave the 99 to go seek the one lamb that is lost?  Yes – If your brother trespasses against you and does not repent he is lost and helpless.

b. 1 THESS. 5:23 – God wants all his children to be preserved as holy and blameless.

2. INSPIRATION COMMANDS IT – These passages tell us how to regain our brother.

a. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – Inspiration was given for the purpose of resolving differences.  It is profitable for correction. – I.E. – God – sinless; Man – sinner.

b. REV. 3:19 – When we correct our brother we are manifesting our love.  God loves us so he rebukes and chastens us.  I.E. – Parents with a child.

c. LUKE 17:1-4 – If thy brother trespasses against the rebuke him; if he repents forgive him.  I.E. – Siblings – children.

3. DEVASTATION – If we do not correct our brother devastation takes place.  I.E. – House with Termites if not corrected.

a. JAMES 1:13-15 – If we are silent then we are consenting to or condoning our brother’s sin and James tells us plainly that sin brings forth death.

b. ACTS 17:30-31 – We do not want our brother to face God in judgment with sin being held against him. 

4. ELIMINATION – By going to our brother we eliminate envy, vengeance.

a. ROM. 12:17 – If we do not act we are recompensing evil for evil.

b. COL. 3:1-2, 5-10 – Put to death your members on earth eliminate them from your life.

c. TITUS 3:3-5 – If we go to our brother this prevents grudges, malice, envy and hate.

5. EXAMINATION – Repentance is the main purpose for going to our brother.  Both people involved need an internal examination.

a. GAL. 6:1 – The one seeking to restore a brother must go thru an internal examination (consider himself) before going to his brother.

b. 2 COR. 13:5 – Repentance does not take place without examination. 

c. ACTS 8:18-24 – The main objective of going to our brother is for him to repent.

6. RECONCILIATION – This also taught in this passage (text).

a. MATT. 5:23-24 – We are to go and be reconciled to our brother and to resume friendship and confidence in one another. As the old saying goes we are to forgive and forget!

b. JER. 31:31-34 – What if God forgave like I do?

7. EDIFICATION – Mutual edification are the results when we go to our brother and he repents.

a. EPH. 4:16 – Are you as a joint supplying your part if you will not go to your brother when he sins?

b. EPH. 4:25-32 – Our growth blossoms by following God’s direction for correcting our brother and he grows because he repents. Our problems must be solved by following God’s divine instructions.  I.E. – 12 Spies

8. CERTIFICATION – This person-to-person reconciliation is God’s certification that we are doing God’s will.  It is the will of the Father for us to go our brother who sins against us.  We do not call the preacher or the elder we go to our brother

a. MATT. 16:21-23 – Peter here did not understand God’s will, and did not want to submit to it.  I think we understand what we are supposed to do (in regard to going to our brother in sin) we just do not want to do it.

b. MATT. 18:11- Jesus the Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.  We are to do the same!

CONCLUSION – If we love our brethren those who are of like precious faith then I will go to my brother when he sins against me.  I will go to him personally.

