IMPORTANT QUESTIONS – 2

MATTHEW 7:1
INTRODUCTION – Is it right to judge? Is it right to judge others?  Is it right to judge others religious convictions?

Most people today would cry out that we cannot judge others.   In fact they would state we should all just agree to disagree.  Many churches are clamoring today that we need to be more inclusive, more open minded, more enlightened, and accept more diversity in regard to doctrine.   They are not talking about differing on opinions and matters of judgments but accepting any one regardless of their doctrinal viewpoint.

Today we want to examine the important question, “Can we make judgments?”
JUDGMENTS – 

I. CAN WE JUDGE ANYBODY ABOUT ANYTHING?  Or is everything off limits as most claim today.

A. MATT. 7:1-5 – We need to look at the context of Matthew’s account.  The point Jesus is making is that we should not judge in a way that is hypocritical.  
B. ROM. 2:1-3 – Paul taught the same thing as Jesus in regard to hypocrisy in our judgments.

C. JN. 7:24 – We need to note the teaching of Jesus. Do not judge by the mere appearance but use righteous judgment.

D. ACT 17:20-26 – Paul made a judgment in pointing out the one true God to some who did not agree with him.

E. COL. 3:17 – When we make judgments we must do so in accordance with the authority expressed in the word of God.

F. GAL. 6:1 – In order to restore someone a judgment must of necessity be made.
II. SHOULD WE ACCEPT EVERYONE?   Regardless of what they believe.

A. HEB. 4:12 – We should accept everyone “if” they accept the word of God as our standard.  Why is agreement on this so important?

B. JN. 12:48 – It is important because we will be judged by the word of God.

C. MATT. 3:4-8 – John did not accept everyone.

D. MATT. 7:15-20 – Jesus did not accept everyone. Listen to what Jesus says.  Make judgments based on the fruits of others – in other words not just what they say but what they do.

E. 1 JN. 4:1 – We are warned to try the spirits to see if they are of God.  This involves making a judgment.

F. 2 JN. 9 – If we do not abide in the doctrine of Christ we do not have God!!!
III. IS IT A SALVATION ISSUE?  Some say there is just a small core of essential beliefs.  They would say the only thing that really matters is if you believe in God or Jesus.  If they do so then we should accept them and not judge them.  Listen to what the bible teaches.
A. LUKE 6:46 – If it is truth it is a salvation issue. Then why did Jesus teach that us that if we call him Lord (master, ruler) that we should obey him. If obedience is not linked to our faith then we cannot please Jesus.
B. MATT. 7:13-14 – The bottom line of this type of thinking is that since most people would acknowledge they believe in God or his Son that all will be saved and this is directly in conflict with the teachings of Christ.  Not everyone who thinks they will be saved will indeed be saved. There are only two possibilities: Everyone is going to heaven or only a certain group is going to heaven.  Who is actually going?
C. MATT. 7:21-24 – Many religious people will not be saved even though they believe and even do some good works as viewed by the eyes of men.
D. MARK 16:15-16 – We need to listen carefully to Jesus as he tells us what is essential in regard to our salvation.

E. HEB. 5:8-9 – Anyone who does what the Bible says will go to heaven.  The big question is have you listened to Jesus?  
F. REV. 14:12-13 – Look at who the bible says will be in heaven.

CONCLUSION – 

Judgments are necessary.
We must make sure our judgments are righteous.

Are you following Christ?

This is the most important judgment you will ever make.

So make the right decision today!!! 

