IN WHAT WAY HAVE WE DESPISED YOUR NAME?
MALACHI 1:6 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – The prophet Malachi spoke during the post exile period of time approximately 100 years after the people of God had been returned from Babylon to Judea. During this time instead of becoming better they had become worse.  The promises God had made to his people were not being fulfilled because these promises were conditional and the people were not living up to the conditions laid out by God.
MAL. 1:6 -  "A son honors his father, And a servant his master. If then I am the Father, Where is My honor? And if I am a Master, Where is My reverence? Says the LORD of hosts To you priests who despise My name. Yet you say, 'In what way have we despised Your name?' 
HOW DID THE PEOPLE OF GOD DESPISE GOD?

1. FAILURE TO GIVE HIM HONOR – 

A. EX. 4:22-23 – Did Pharaoh ever give honor to God?

B. DEUT. 32:1-6 – After all God did for the children of Israel they did not give him proper honor.
C. GAL. 4:4-7 – We are the children of God today but do we treat God any better than the Israelites did?

D. 1 JN. 3:1 – Do we as children of God honor our Father?

E. 1 TIM. 1:17 – God is worthy of our honor, but do we honor him by the life we live?

2. FAILURE TO FEAR HIM – 
A. LUKE 16:13 – If we fear (respect) God then we will choose to serve him.  Each day I make a choice as to whom I will serve.  Who are you serving?
B. HEB. 11:7 – Noah moved to build the ark with godly fear.  

C. LUKE 12:4-5 – People today argue it is not the proper thing to do to motivate people thru fear.  God disagrees.

WAYS WE FAIL TO HONOR GOD TODAY:

I. WITH OUR OFFERINGS – 

A. MAL. 1:8 – Notice what they offered to God.  Would you offer the same to the governor?

B. MAL. 1:13 – Attitude toward giving was not proper.  Attitude should be one of thanksgiving, not weariness.

C. MAL. 3:8-10 – Are we robbing God?  Do we give as we should or do we withhold.  If we do not give as we should God’s blessings are withheld from us.
D. PROV. 3:9 – We give honor to God by giving as we should.

E. 1 COR. 16:2 – We have the opportunity to give on the first day of the week.

F. 2 COR. 9:6-7 – Let us give as we purpose in our hearts to the Lord in a cheerful manner.  Do you give in a way that pleases God?  If not then you are failing to honor God.
II. WITH OUR LIVES – 

A. EPH. 5:15-17 – Walk as we should not as fools but wise (MATT. 7:24-27).  Redeem the time by giving God not just our money but some of our time (MATT. 20:1-16 – Workers hired 3-6-9-11)  Understand the will of the Lord (2 TIM. 2:15)
B. MATT. 5:16 – Let our light shine – be a good example to others at work, at club meetings wherever we go whatever we do.

C. 1 PET. 2:11-12 – Our conduct must be honorable so we are blameless before others.

D. 1 PET. 1:15-16 – Peter instructs us to be holy in our conduct.  Is your conduct holy?  If the answer is no then you are failing to honor God.
III. BY WEARING ANOTHER NAME – 
A. 1 COR. 1:12-13 – The Christians at Corinth were trying to wear other names and Paul rebukes them for doing this.

B. ACTS 4:12- Salvation is only in Christ so why should we seek to wear a name that does not give glory and honor to Christ.

C. ACTS 11:26 – The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.

D. 1 PET. 4:16 – Only if we suffer as a Christian do we give glory and honor to Christ..

IV. BY UNAUTHORIZED ACTS – 

A. COL. 3:17 – Whatever we do in word or deed do all in the name of the Lord – by his authority.  I.E. - Worship
B. MATT. 21:23-25 - Authority comes from one of two places heaven or men.  Which source honors God?

C. 1 SAM. 2:30 – God only honors those who honor him by heeding his authority.

D. 1 SAM. 15:3, 9, 13-15, 19-21, 22, 24 – Example of Saul who obeyed the voice of men instead of the voice of God.

E. LEV. 10:1-2 – Did Nadab and Abihu honor God with the strange fire they offered?  Are you worshipping with people who heed the authority of men instead of the authority of heaven?  If so you are not giving God any honor or glory and your worship is in vain. (MATT. 15:8-9).

CONCLUSION – 

Do we despise the name of God by not giving him the proper honor and respect?

We need to heed the words of God spoken to us thru Solomon – ECCL. 12:13

Have you obeyed the commandments of God concerning becoming a Christian?

As Christians are we obeying the commandments of the Lord or we despising his name?
