INSTITUTIONALISM
1 TIMOTHY 4:1
INTRODUCTION – There have always been those who seek to depart from the will and way of God almighty – Paul warned Timothy that some would depart – 1 TIM. 4:1 - Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,
Why have these cycles of digression, diversion and perversion been repeated?  It is not as much over the issue itself as it is a lack of respect for the word of God and an unwillingness to follow it faithfully.  It is a matter of authority!!!
Institutionalism is a subject that has been the cause of much division and strife in the Lord’s church the last 50-60 years.   Some of you here today do not understand the reasons for much of this division that has taken place over the past few decades.

The departures began in the first century as Paul warned they would ACTS 20:30 - Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves, in the 19th century after great effort had been made by many to restore the NT church men once again became dissatisfied with God’s plan and began to set up Missionary Societies or preaching organizations.  This is in direct conflict with the scriptures – 1 TIM. 3:15 - but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.
In the 20th century men began to say while we oppose the missionary society to preach the gospel we want to found human colleges to teach and train our preachers and the church can contribute money to it. Some oppose this while others said let us build benevolent organizations to take care of those in need – so trouble came.
The basic goal of our lesson will be to get a basic understanding of what the Bible teaches on this subject.

Many years ago a prominent preacher warned: “The ship of Zion has floundered more than once on the sandbar of institutionalism.  The tendency to organize is characteristic of the age.  This writer has been unable to appreciate the logic of those who affect to see grave danger in the missionary society but scruple not to form organizations for the purpose of caring for orphans and teaching young men to be gospel preachers.   Of course it is right for the church to care for the fatherless and widows in their affliction, but the work should be done by and thru the church with the elders having the oversight thereof.
(Guy N. Woods, ACC Lectures, 1939, p 54).   In this instance he spoke the truth he is stating you cannot forbid one institution and allow the other two organizations.   That is what we are talking about in our lesson today.  We will use the scriptures as our source of authority in this study of institutionalism. In every case and in every place we will turn to the word of God – 

COL. 3:17 - And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 

MATT. 28:20 - teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.
INSTITUTIONALISM – 

I. IS THERE A BIBLE PATTERN? 

A. Patriarchs age –

1. GEN. 2:15-16 – God gave them order and a pattern to follow in order to please him.

2. GEN. 3:11 – They refused to follow the plan revealed by God.

3. GEN. 6:22 – Note the pattern God gave him (14-21)
B. Mosaical age –
1. EX. 25:8-9 - And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. 9 According to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make it.
2. EX. 25:40 - And see to it that you make them according to the pattern which was shown you on the mountain. 

3. EX. 26:30 - And you shall raise up the tabernacle according to its pattern which you were shown on the mountain. 

4. EX. 27:8 - You shall make it hollow with boards; as it was shown you on the mountain, so shall they make it. 

5. ACTS 7:39-41 -  Speaking in reference to Moses  - whom our fathers would not obey, but rejected. And in their hearts they turned back to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron, 'Make us gods to go before us; as for this Moses who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.'  41 And they made a calf in those days, offered sacrifices to the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own hands
6. ACTS 7:44 - "Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as He appointed, instructing Moses to make it according to the pattern that he had seen,
7. 1 SAM. 15:3, 8-9 - Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them. But kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.' " 15:8-9 - He also took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword. 9 But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, and were unwilling to utterly destroy them. But everything despised and worthless, that they utterly destroyed. 

a. vs. 15

b. vs. 13

c. vs. 15

d. vs. 9

e. vs. 20

f. vs. 21
8. 1 KINGS 12:33 – Jereboam devised these things in his ownheart - So he made offerings on the altar which he had made at Bethel on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, in the month which he had devised in his own heart. And he ordained a feast for the children of Israel, and offered sacrifices on the altar and burned incense.
C. NT times – 
1. 2 TIM. 1:13 – Hold fast the form the mold the pattern - Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.
2. 2 TIM. 2:5 – Must strive lawfully to be crowned - And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules.
3. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – Furnishes us with every good work – he gives us the pattern - All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
II. PATTERNS GIVEN TO US IN THE NT – 

A. Is there a NT pattern for gospel obedience? ROM. 6:17-18 - But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 
1. If there is no pattern then baptism is not binding.

2. If there is no pattern then we cannot forbid infant baptism or sprinkling instead of immersion.

3. If there is no order or pattern then there can be no disorder.   Everything goes!!!

B. Is there a NT pattern for worship? ACTS 2:42 -And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.                   COL. 3:16-17 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
1. If there is no pattern then we can have the Lord’s Supper on Saturday.

2. If there is no pattern then we cannot forbid pianos, organs, beads, candles.
3. If there is no order or pattern then there can be no disorder.

C. Is there a NT pattern for organization? ACTS 14:21-23 - And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, "We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God." 23 So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.               TITUS 1:5 - For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I commandedyou-                                                 1 PET. 5:2 - Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly
1. If there is no pattern then we can have the one man pastor plan of the Protestants – one man CEO.

2. If there is no pattern then we cannot forbid the priestly caste of the Catholics.

3. If there is no order or pattern then there can be no disorder.  If we forsake the pattern then all we have is a Burger King religion – “have it your way.”

III. HOW IS SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY ESTABLISHED?
A. Direct statement or command – 1 COR. 11:24-26 – “Take eat” - and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me." 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. 
B. Approved apostolic example – ACTS 20:7 – When to take no other scripture tells us - Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight.
C. Necessary inference – divine implication – ACTS 20:7 – How often - frequency
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Is there a NT pattern for the work of the church?  Yes –  only in the local sense.
1 THESS. 1:8 – Sound out the word - For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything.
1 THESS. 5:11 – Build them up in truth – Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing. 
1 TIM. 5:16 – Relieve needy - If any believing man or woman has widows, let them relieve them, and do not let the church be burdened, that it may relieve those who are really widows. 

IV. WHAT IS THE CHURCH?
A. Universal – We must understand the sense in which the church accomplishes its work.
1. MATT. 16:18 - And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
2. EPH. 1:22-23 - And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 
3. EPH. 2:16 -and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. 
4. 1 COR. 12:13 - For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free--and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. 
5. GAL. 3:26-28 - For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
B. Local

1. ROM. 16:16 – Local churches in different areas - …The churches of Christ greet you.
2. GAL. 1:2 – Churches of Galatia - …To the churches of Galatia: 
3. 1 COR. 1:2 – church at Corinth - To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus…
4. REV. 1:11– churches of Asia - saying, "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last," and, "What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea."
5. Never in the NT do we find local churches moving or acting in concert as a single unit – No “church- hood concept.”

C. Distinction

1. 1 COR. 12:13 – For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--whether Jews or Greeks,
2. ACTS 22:16  - Paul was baptized by Ananias - And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.'
3. ACTS 2:47 – Lord adds saved to the church – universal - praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. 
4. ACTS 9:26 – Paul had trouble getting the local church in Jerusalem to recognize him as a member. And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, and did not believe that he was a disciple.
V. WHAT IS THE WORK OF THE CHURCH?

A. Preaching

1. ACTS 11:22 – Jerusalem church sent Barnabas to go as far as Antioch preaching and teaching. - Then news of these things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch.
2. 1 THESS. 1:8 – The word of the Lord sounded out from them. For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything.
B. Edification

1. EPH. 4:11-12 – God in his wisdom provided for the church to be able to grow.  And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 
2. ACTS 11:26 – A whole year they taught the brethren - And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. 
C. Benevolence

1. ACTS 6:1-3 – Widows were being neglected and so they appointed 7 men over this business.  Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a murmuring against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. 2 Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, "It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. 3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; 
2. 1 TIM. 5:16 – The church is charged with relieving widows indeed.  If any believing man or woman has widows, let them relieve them, and do not let the church be burdened, that it may relieve those who are really widows.
VI. WHAT IS THE ISSUE AMONG US TODAY?
A. EVANGELISM – The issue is not:

1. Should gospel preaching be done.

2. “How” this preaching should be done (means- method).

3. May churches cooperate.

4. May a place be maintained.

B. The issue is – can churches of Christ build and maintain societies (organizations) to do the work God gave the church to do.

1. Authority for the local church in the NT to:

a. Select the area – Barnabas went as far as Antioch – ACTS 11:22 - Then news of these things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch.
b. Select the preachers – Barnabas and Saul – ACTS 13:2 - As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, "Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them."
c. Provide a place – building

d. Support

e. Facilities – Class rooms

2. No authority for the local church to send its money to a Missionary Society (President. Board and treasury) 19th century problem - Man’s thought – Couldn’t we get a lot more work done

a. Select area

b. Select the preacher

c. Provide a place
d. Support

e. Facilities
C. EDIFICATION – The issue is not:
1. Should saints be edified – 1 THESS. 5:11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing.  
2. How edifying should be done (means-method) different classes, bulletin, tapes.

3. May churches cooperate

4. May a place be maintained

D. The issue is – Can churches of Christ build and maintain colleges to do the work God gave the church to do. 
1. Authority for the local church in the NT to:

a. Select curriculum

b. Select teachers

c. Provide place

d. Support

e. Facilities

2. No authority for the local church to send money to a college with its President, board and treasury to train preachers

a. Select curriculum

b. Select teachers

c. Provide place

d. Support

e. Facilities

E. BENEVOLENCE – The issue is not:
1. Should we care for the needy – ACTS 6:1-6
2. How care should be provided (means - method)

F. The issue is: May churches of Christ build and maintain benevolent societies (organizations) to do the work God gave the church to do.
1. Authority in NT for the local church to :

a. See the need  - ACTS 6
b. Appoint men – ACTS 6
c. Provide a place

d. Support

e. Care and facilities

2. No authority in the NT for the local church to send money to benevolent societies (organizations) with its President, board and treasury for them to:

a. See the need

b. Appoint men

c. Provide a place

d. Support

e. Care and facilities

CONCLUSION – The church is sufficient to do the work that God gave for us to do.  We can accomplish the God’s will in this matter if we will follow the pattern.  Issues are evolving and people are no longer wanting to stand four square on the gospel.  Commend the elders here for wanting preaching that is not soft and teaching from the word of God which will tickle your ears, but prick your heart
Is your life conforming to the pattern which God has made known to us thru his holy word?
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