INSTRUMENTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

(TEXT)
ROMANS 6:12 –19

INTRODUCTION - every person whoever reaches the age of accountability has to make life’s greatest decision, more important than: college, job, or even marriage.  The question is whom are you going to serve?  God or Satan – The Bible teaches this decision will be left up to you, each individual is autonomous he is not a robot or a creature without choice.


Let’s turn to ROM. 6:12-19 – These brethren made the right decision to be servants of God.  They did this by choosing to subject their will to the will of the Father – MATT. 7:21 – We must do God’s will in order to be pleasing to God


If we are seeking to be a servant of God Paul says we will yield the members of our body as instruments to be used for righteousness.

In order to be pleasing unto God we must yield unto him our ears as instruments of righteousness

1) EARS – Yes we must yield our ears as instruments of righteousness.  Our ears are either inclined or itching.  Are our ears itching to hear the truth or error?  If you want to hear what Jesus said you want the truth – JN. 14:6 – Notice what the disciples said about the words of Jesus – JN. 6:63-68 – Jesus is the only one who can speak the words that can lead to eternal life, but many will not hear the sweet words of Jesus IE. – Plan of salvation in regard to baptism, their ears are itching to hear words that sooth their soul and ease their consciencious.

In order for our ears to be instruments of righteousness we must incline them to heed the commands of God.  PROV. 2:1-6 – .If we will but incline our ears to hear the words of Jesus we will gain wisdom, knowledge, and understanding.

If you are not going to incline your ears, then you have itching ears as described by Paul – 2 TIM. 4:1-5 – Notice what the wise man says – PROV. 28:9 – If our ears are wanting to be tickled with false doctrine, even our prayers become an abomination to God.

We can now see the great importance of yielding our ears as instruments of righteousness, but we must also yield our eyes unto God

2) EYES - How do I do this?  Notice the words of Jesus – MATT. 6:22-24 – Our eyes must be single, in matters of religion we cannot have double vision – Man cannot serve two masters – COL. 1:18 – Give Christ first place have singleness of purpose.  Notice some examples of worldiness – LUKE 9:57-62 – Remember Lot’s wife – GEN. 19:17,24-26 – We need to keep our eyes single so we can focus them on Jesus – HEB. 12:1-3 – Look to Jesus as the author and finisher of our faith.

There are many people in the world who want to close their eyes to the teachings of Christ just as the scribes and Pharisees did – MATT. 13:10-15 – They closed their eyes to the evidence that Christ was the Messiah.  We can also close our eyes and not look into God’s perfect law of liberty – Worship, Restoring an erring brother, forgiving a brother, preaching and teaching to the lost, visiting the sick and shut in.  We need to examine ourselves to see if we are in the faith – 2 COR. 13:5 – Spiritual eye examine

Also we must yield our heart as an instrument of righteousness

3) HEART - as an instrument of righteousness, it must be filled with love – JN. 14:15 – A heart that strives to please God and obey his commandments is described as a good and honest heart – LUKE 8:15 – Do those people who refuse the command of baptism given have a good and honest heart – MK. 16:15-16 - They may profess they love God but their actions show their heart is dishonest.  We have shown an honest heart will obey the commands of God, but did you realize that an honest heart would also hate – PSA. 119:104 – It will hate every false way.

If our heart is not a good and honest heart the Bible says we have an evil

Heart of unbelief – HEB. 3:12-14 – In REV. 21:8 - we can see the ultimate   destination of all unbelievers.  How can we make sure our heart is not filled with unbelief, study - 2 TIM. 2:15 - and pray – 1 THESS. 5:17, COL. 4:2  

We must also yield our mouth, as an instrument of righteousness, so the things we say will be acceptable unto God. 

4) MOUTH - When the law of the Lord is in your heart the things you speak will be acceptable in his sight – PSA. 19:7-14 – the N.T. teaches 1 PET. 4:11 – that when we speak let it be as the oracles of God.  When we speak the words that Christ would have us to say they are acceptable because they are sound words – TIT. 2:1 –If we speak those things becoming sound doctrine Christ is glorified because we are heeding his authority.

If we do not heed the authority of Christ and we teach for doctrine the

Commandments of men we are speaking words of vanity – 1 TIM. 6:3-5 – also note 2 PET. 2:1-3, 15-19 – Examples of modern day departures form God’s word indicate that false teachers are luring people through the lust of the flesh and vanity – Multi-million dollar buildings, recreational facilities, and fellowship halls, all of this appeals only to the vanity if man and his lusts.

Also we want to yield our hands into service unto God.  Example – difference between hands that labor ands hands that doesn’t.

5) HANDS – If our hands are to be instruments of righteousness they must be laboring hands, those that are willing to work for the master – EPH. 4:28 – God has given us our hands to do good not evil.

If our hands are not laboring they are slothful – PROV. 21:25-27 – the slothful man does not use his hands so he covets things other people have – EPH. 5:1-5 – the Bible says a covetous man is slothful, and that no covetous man will have an inheritance in the kingdom of God.  

In order to be an obedient child of God we must also yield our feet an instruments of righteousness.

6) FEET – PROV. 3:1-6,21-26 – If we hearken to God’s commands and lean not on our on understanding, allow him to direct our paths, we will be able to have confident feet. Confident feet follow Jesus – 1 PET. 2:21-23 – We must follow in his steps.

If you don’t have confident feet, you have feet that are going to stumble – Foot log – JN. 11:9-10 – If you follow after Jesus you will not stumble because – JN. 8:12 – Jesus is the light of the world – 1 PET. 2:5-8 – The Jews had stumbling feet, they stumbled over Christ, because they wanted to cling to the old law.

How do we prevent ourselves form having stumbling feet? EPH.5: 15-17 – by understanding what the will of the Lord is for your life.  This is the only thing that can keep us from stumbling.

CONCLUSION - As you can see form the lesson it is God’s will that we present our entire body as a living sacrifice – ROM. 12:1-2 - Have you heeded the will of God by yielding your members as instruments of righteousness.


Do you understand what the will of the Lord is in regard to becoming a Christian

