IS IT GOOD TO BE AVERAGE?
SONG  -  GIVE OF YOUR BEST TO THE MASTER – ROM. 12:1
INTRODUCTION – As the New Year begins we often begin to set goals and make resolutions regarding our career, education, relationships, personal fitness – diet, spiritual lives.  Inherently these goals and resolutions are things that we feel like if we can accomplish will result in us being a better person.  
As we begin the New Year let’s examine our spiritual lives and ask a few questions.
1. How do we as Christians gauge our spirituality? Usually by comparing ourselves to others – I am not as bad as brother so-so. We must remind ourselves if we are the one who sets the standard it will always be low enough that we can easily meet it.
A. 2 COR 10:12 – “For we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with those who commend themselves. But they, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.”
2. Is it good to think of ourselves as average Christians?
A. MATT. 7:13-14 – “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.” 
3. Is it wrong to be average?  No, not in human terms or endeavors, but in the spiritual realm average will not be good enough.
A. GEN. 6:5-8 – “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7 So the LORD said, "I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them." 8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.”  I.E. – In the days of Noah what was the average spirituality of the people?  Was their spirituality acceptable to God?
B. GEN. 7:1 – “Then the LORD said to Noah, "Come into the ark, you and all your household, because I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation.”
C. GEN.7:13-14 - On the very same day Noah and Noah's sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark”
D. NUM. 14:26-38 – I.E. – The Israelites leaving Egypt - “Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 27 "How long shall I bear with this evil congregation who murmur against Me? I have heard the complaints which the children of Israel murmur against Me. 28 Say to them, 'As I live,' says the LORD, 'just as you have spoken in My hearing, so I will do to you: 29 The carcasses of you who have complained against Me shall fall in this wilderness, all of you who were numbered, according to your entire number, from twenty years old and above. 30 Except for Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun, you shall by no means enter the land which I swore I would make you dwell in. 31 But your little ones, whom you said would be victims, I will bring in, and they shall know the land which you have despised. 32 But as for you, your carcasses shall fall in this wilderness. 33 And your sons shall be shepherds in the wilderness forty years, and bear the brunt of your infidelity, until your carcasses are consumed in the wilderness. 34 According to the number of the days in which you spied out the land, forty days, for each day you shall bear your guilt one year, namely forty years, and you shall know My rejection. 35 I the LORD have spoken this; I will surely do so to all this evil congregation who are gathered together against Me. In this wilderness they shall be consumed, and there they shall die.' " 36 And the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land, who returned and made all the congregation complain against him by bringing a bad report of the land, 37 those very men who brought the evil report about the land, died by the plague before the LORD. 38 But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh remained alive, of the men who went to spy out the land.”  What was the average spirituality of the Israelites 20 years and older – Joshua- Caleb?
4. IS it OK for the Christians here at Mary Esther to just be average?  Will God accept this type of service?
A. REV. 3:15-17 - "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'--and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked”  

5. What should be our goal as Christians?  What are we to aim for?

A. EPH. 4:14-16 -  “that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head--Christ-- 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.”
If we drew a picture of the average Christian – What would it look like?  Let’s ask some questions in regard to the average Christian – 

1. How much does the average Christian pray once a month, once a week, at every meal?
A. 1 THESS. 5:17 – “pray without ceasing,” What is our attitude toward prayer?  If we do not pray enough it shows we really do not believe it works. 

B. JAMES 5:16 – “Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”
C. LUKE 22:39-46 – Jesus - our example in prayer – “Coming out, He went to the Mount of Olives, as He was accustomed, and His disciples also followed Him. 40 When He came to the place, He said to them, "Pray that you may not enter into temptation." 41 And He was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and He knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, "Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done." 43 Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him. 44 And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 45 When He rose up from prayer, and had come to His disciples, He found them sleeping from sorrow. 46 Then He said to them, "Why do you sleep? Rise and pray, lest you enter into temptation.”
2. How much does the average Christian study the Bible?

A. PSA. 1:1-3 – “Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper.”
B. ACTS 17:11 – Were the Bereans average Christians – “These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.”
3. How much does the average Christian practice benevolence?

A. GAL. 6:10 – “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.”
B. MATT. 25:31-46 - "When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 33 And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.' 37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?' 40 "And the King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.' 41 "Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 43 I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.' 44 "Then they also will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?' 45 "Then He will answer them, saying, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.' 46 "And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
4. How much does the average Christian teach?

A. ACTS 8:29-31 – Find someone to teach – the eunuch needed someone to teach him – how many people do we come in contact with everyday who need someone willing to teach them.  “Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go near and overtake this chariot." 30 So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, "Do you understand what you are reading?" 31 And he said, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him.”
B. MARK 10:1 – I.E. – Jesus – “Then He arose from there and came to the region of Judea by the other side of the Jordan. And multitudes gathered to Him again, and as He was accustomed, He taught them again.”
5. How often does the average Christian attend services?

A. HEB. 10:24-25 – “And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”
B. LUKE 4:16-17 – “So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read.”
6. How much does the average Christian give?

A. 2 COR. 9:7 – Our giving reflects what we want to receive – “So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.”
CONCLUSION – What kind of Christian are you?  Are you just average?  If you are average should you feel good about that?

We often think of average as passing on an A-F grading scale, but God does not use that system with God it is either Pass-Fail. The final question we need to ask ourselves is; Will I pass as a Christian when I meet God in judgment? We sing the song Give of your Best to the master – Have we truly given God our best when it comes to serving Him – If not make it right today!
