IS IT POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO BE GREAT IN CHRIST KINGDOM?

MATTHEW 20:20-28 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The apostles were looking for an earthly kingdom they made the same mistake many make today and they were moved to ask Christ for positions of authority in that kingdom.  They wanted to be in positions of power or greatness.

Their problem was they were looking at greatness from man’s viewpoint and not God’s. They thought greatness was to be attained by occupying some position of honor.  We make the same mistake today and sadly enough this is a problem in the church.  We have some who think preaching the gospel is climbing the ladder of success, but really it is preaching and teaching the truth wherever it is needed.  I.E. – Bobby Robinson.

Notice the results of vying for greatness – vs. 24 – it will bring about jealously, anger, ill will.  True greatness in the eyes of God comes from service – vs. 25-26.

WHAT IS REQUIRED FOR GREATNESS IN CHRIST KINGDOM?

NEGATIVE SIDE

1. NOT REQUIRED TO BE RICH – Some people think today you cannot be great unless you are rich by worldly standards.  I.E. – Saddam - $100 billion in Swiss bank.

a. ACTS 9:36-39 – Dorcas was rich in good works, if we want greatness in the kingdom of God we must be rich in good works.  I.E. – Fred and Ann

b. LUKE 21:1-4 – Greatness does not depend upon being wealthy.  Her attitude was she was willing to give what she could to be used for service to the Lord.

2. NOT REQUIRED TO BE A MAN – We sometimes have the misconception that a man can only attain greatness in Christ kingdom.

a. 1 TIM. 2:11-12 – This does not hold a woman back from being great in the kingdom of God.

b. PHIL. 4:2-3 – These women labored with Paul in the gospel.  I.E. – Our women here labor in the gospel – Bible studies, meals prepared, cards sent to sick or those with birthdays or anniversaries, cleaning of the building, preparing the Lord’s Table – I.E. – Call from sister Rebecca.

c. LUKE 8:1-3 – These women provided for Jesus (ministered unto him).  I.E. – Sandra and the other ladies who collated the material for Bible study in Ephesians.

d. MATT. 26:6-13 – The cost of the gift did not make the woman great but rather her willingness to sacrifice in service to her Lord.

3. NOT REQUIRED TO HAVE SOME MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENT – We often think we must accomplish something grand and spectacular so everyone can brag on us.

a. LUKE 10:25-37 – Let’s look at some of the services rendered by the good Samaritan.

i. Compassion – 1 COR. 13:3
ii. Courage – Thieves could have still been there. He did not know – vs. 30.

iii. Personal – Hands on attention – vs. 34
iv. Crossed the lines of prejudice – The Samaritan did not allow this to hold him back from helping this Jew – vs. 33
v. Expected nothing in return – vs. 35
POSITIVE SIDE 

1. WILLINGNESS TO SERVE – Service is the key to greatness in Christ kingdom.

a. JN. 13:1-17 – Jesus washed the disciples feet to teach them the lesson of humility and service.  One of the greatest areas of service is to teach others. I want to thank all in this congregation who serve the Lord by teaching others.  Maybe you are not at that point spiritually to teach others but you may have the ability to see the needs of people spiritually and invite them to services.

BLESSINGS THAT GO WITH GREATNESS – 

1. JOY, HAPPINESS, AND PEACE – The Samaritan slept good that night what about the Priest and Levite. – PHIL. 4:7 – The peace of God that passes all understanding.

2. LOVE AND RESPECT FOR OTHERS – Widows showing garments made by Dorcas.

3. GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT AMONG GOD’S PEOPLE – Congregation full of good works.

4. ACCEPTANCE IN THE JUDGMENT – MATT. 25:34-40 – All those accepted were busy serving God and helping others.

CONCLUSION – Is it possible to be great in Christ kingdom?  Yes, but you must be in the kingdom – JN. 3:3-5; ACTS 8:35-39 – Are you in that kingdom?  If not become a citizen today!

