IS THE CHURCH OF WHICH I AM A MEMBER SCRIPTURAL ?

ACTS 17:11 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The Bereans were more noble than those in Thessalonica because they searched diligently to compare the teachings they were receiving to those found in God’s holy word.  I.E. – Lawyer taking a case searches out everything in minute detail so they can win their case.  

We need to search the scriptures and examine our faith so we can make sure it is placed in God and not man.  As we study God’s word we must remember to do so with an open mind.  You might ask, “How can I know if the church of which I am a member is scriptural?  By opening the Bible I can read about the church, which Christ established in the N.T., but many people who claim to be members of a scriptural church cannot find their church in the Bible.  If the church of which you are a member is scriptural then the scriptures must be its authoritative source – 2 TIM. 3:16-17, PSA. 119:104
If the church of which I am a member is scriptural it will be:

1) SCRIPTURAL IN ORIGIN – Let’s first look at some scriptures, which point to the establishing of the church or the kingdom, and let us realize it, was in God’s eternal purpose to build the church.

A. EPH. 3:10-11 – the church was built according to the eternal purpose 

B. ISA. 2:2-4 – God would establish his house and it would be in Jerusalem and all nations would flow into it

C. DAN. 2:44 – This fourth kingdom in this context was Rome and in the days of the Roman kings God would set up his kingdom, which shall never be destroyed.

D. MATT. 16:18 – Christ said I will build my church

E. MK. 9:1 – Some would not taste of death until they saw the kingdom come with power

F. LUKE 24:49 – This is after Christ had risen from the dead.  Notice he told the apostles to tarry in Jerusalem till they are endued with power from on high.

G. ACTS 1:6-8 – Apostles were promised power when the Holy Spirit came. All these prophesies were fulfilled in ACTS 2 on the day of Pentecost

H. ACTS 2:1-4 – The apostles indeed received power from the Holy Spirit which enabled them to proclaim the gospel in different languages and it was at this time the kingdom or church was established – ACTS 2:47 – The Lord adds to the church, not man.  All scriptures after this point in time refer to the church or kingdom as being in existence

I. ACTS 9:31 – the churches had peace

J. COL. 1:13-14 – We cannot be translated into something that does not exist

K. 1 COR. 15:24 – In order for the kingdom to be delivered up it must exist

L. MATT. 15:13 – If you want to be delivered up to the Father you must be in the kingdom. 1521 – Lutheran, 1534 – Episcopal,  1541 – Presbyterian,  1607 – Baptist,  1739 – Methodist,  1830 – Mormons.  Is the church of which you are a member scriptural in its origin if so it began at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost?

2) SCRIPTURAL IN NAME OR DESIGNATION – What are the scriptural

Names for the church.

A. Church of Christ – MATT. 16:18, ROM. 16:16
B. Church of God – ACTS 20:28, 1 COR. 1:1-2

C. Kingdom – COL. 1:13-18
D. House of God – 1 TIM. 3:15 – This has reference to the spiritual house of God.

E. The church – EPH. 1:22-23 – What happens when you tell people you are a member of the church?  Which one they ask, but if the church of which I am a member is scriptural its name must be found in the Bible

3) SCRIPTURAL IN ITS DOCTRINE - By doctrine we mean the teaching

must be from God’s word.

A. PSA. 119:104 – We can understand what God wants us to do by following

his precepts.

B. 1 TIM. 1:2-3 – We should not teach any other doctrine than the truth

revealed in God’s word.  What doctrine is taught where you attend?

C. 1 TIM. 6:3-4 – We are to teach the doctrine according to Godliness

D. TITUS 2:1 – But speak the things, which become sound doctrine.  What is taught in the church you are a member with reference to:

Authority –

1. MATT. 28:18-20 – All power or authority is given unto me in Heaven and earth. 

2.  ACTS 3:22-23 – Hearken to him or be destroyed

3.  2 JN. 9 - If we do not abide in the doctrine of Christ we have not God

Forgiveness of sins – 

1. MK.16:16 – He that believeth and is baptized shall be

saved.

2. ACTS 2:38- Repent and be baptized everyone of you for

the forgiveness of sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit



         Work of the church – Main emphasis – Spiritual vs. Physical

1. 1 TIM. 3:15 – the pillar and ground of the truth

2. 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – We must endeavor to preach the gospel to a lost and dying world

4) SCRIPTURAL IN PRACTICE AND/OR THE LIFE OF MEMBERS – We must practice what we preach.

A. ROM. 2:21 – The life of each member is an open book for all to see

B. PHIL. 1:27 – Does our life adorn the gospel, it either lifts it up/down

C. 1 COR. 5:6-7,13 – Sin cannot be tolerated in the camp

D. 2 THESS. 3:6 – We are to withdraw form a brother who walks disorderly

E. 1 PET. 1:15-16 – We must strive to keep ourselves pure and holy by constant examination of our lives.

CONCLUSION -  

Are you holy today in the eyes of God?  Are you sanctified, set apart, have you obtained the forgiveness of your sins?

 Is the church of which you are a member scriptural?  If not the Lord can add you to the church he established on Pentecost the one we can read of in the Bible if you will come to him today in faith and obedience.

