IS THE MAJORITY ALWAYS RIGHT?
EXODUS 23:2
INTRODUCTION – Our nation is founded upon democratic principles that allows each citizen the right to vote and that each vote counts.  In our election process the candidate who receives the majority of votes is elected and all the other candidates are defeated.  In our nations history we recognize that often times the best man has been defeated and that bad propositions have won elections. 

Anyone who says the majority is always right is not a very astute student of history.  There are many issues that have received the support of the majority and yet they were wicked and sinful.
EX. 23:2 – God’s word makes it clear it is better and safer to stand with the minority than to be with the crowd. You shall not follow a crowd to do evil…
In order to achieve any reward we must learn to stand on our conviction, regardless of popular sentiment.  Greatness in the sight of God does not come thru conformity or political correctness.  God desires people with backbone who will do the right thing whether anyone stands with them or not.  The purpose of this lesson is to look at some Bible examples of decisions made by the majority.
BIBLE EXAMPLES OF MAJORITY DECISIONS – 
I. BARABBAS AND JESUS – 

A. MATT. 27:1 – Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was on trial before the Jewish and Roman authorities and they sought to put him to death.

B. MATT. 27:15-22 – The Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, did not find any fault with Jesus.  The Jews still; insisted that Jesus be put to death so Pilate had a proposal for them.  Release Barabbas or Jesus.  Barabbas won the caucus he gained the approval of the majority of the people, he got the most votes, but the majority was still wrong.  How would you have voted, had you been there?  We vote for or against Jesus today by the life we live – remember do not follow a crowd to do evil.
II. NOAH – 

A. GEN. 6:5-6 – Noah lost the popular vote probably by the biggest landslide in the history of man, but Noah did not follow the crowd to do evil.

B. GEN. 6:8 – God found one man who was willing to live by his principles and so God decided to allow man the chance to be saved so he gave Noah a job to do.
C. GEN. 6:14-15 – Noah was to build the ark according to the instructions of God.

D. 2 PET. 2:5 – When the popular vote was cast Noah only received 8 votes.  All though only 8 souls were saved in that ark Noah had done his work well and had stood against the crowd.  The multitude stood with a great popular vote, a real mandate but they were wrong and they could not stand against the wrath of God
III. MOSES – 

A. HEB. 11:24-26 – Moses was born of parents who were slaves in Egypt, but he was raised by the daughter of Pharaoh.  As the grandson of Pharaoh he was a ruler but when he saw his people – God’s chosen people – being mistreated by the Egyptians he had a choice to make and he chose the minority.  Do we have that same kind of decisiveness and courage?  Are we instilling that in our children?  Are we willing to stand with the minority?  Are we willing to stand against the forces of the majority?  We either stand with God or follow the crowd led by Satan.

B. EPH. 6:10-13 – We must take a stand against the evil one – Satan.  Are we equipped to stand?  Do we have the conviction to stand?

IV. JOSHUA AND CALEB – 

A. NUM. 13:27-31 – The Israelites wanted to send spies into the land of Canaan, and God allowed them to do so.  Moses appointed 12 men, one from each tribe, and they went to spy out the land but they did not all bring back the same assessment of the land.  After the report of the spies the people had a decision to make.  They could follow the decision of the majority which was wrong or follow the minority who were intent on complying with God’s will.   The people made the wrong choice and to their regret they wandered in the wilderness for 40 years paying for their mistake.  The majority was wrong again.  Joshua and Caleb stood with the minority.
B. ACTS 8:1-4 – First century Christians were in the minority.  They were persecuted and yet they proclaimed the gospel. 

V. ELIJAH AND AHAB – 

A. 1 KINGS 18:21-24 – Elijah had the courage to stand alone against King Ahab and his prophets.  Elijah proposed a test to see who the true God is.

B. 1 KINGS 18:25-29 – Elijah was out numbered 450 -1 yet the majority was not successful in calling on Baal to consume the sacrifice.

C. 1 KINGS 18:27-30 – Elijah poured water over his bullock and the altar even filling the trench and God consumed the burnt offering with fire.  The majority was wrong again and they paid the price for it.
CONCLUSION – 

The majority is not always right.

When you are tempted to go along with the crowd and stand with the majority remember the majority is often wrong.

Remember that Barabbas got more votes than Jesus.

Always cast your vote with God and not with the crowd!!!
