IS YOUR LIFE CHRIST CENTERED OR SELF CENTERED?
GALATIANS 2:20 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Our life is but a vapor that appears for a little while and then it vanishes away.   As we go thru life we either live a life of service to Christ or we choose to live a life that strictly involves pleasing self.  As we go thru this lesson today we want to consider our life and ask the question. “Is our life Christ centered or self centered?”

When we look at the apostle Paul we definitely see one whose life centered on the service he could give to Christ his king. Notice his attitude – GAL. 2:20 - I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.
Peter had also set himself apart to the service of Christ – 1 PET. 3:15 - But sanctify (set him apart give him first place in your life) the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 

Note when we give Christ center stage in our life it prepares us to be ready to share the gospel with others.  

There is a distinct difference between the lives of Paul and Peter and the ones who only live for self - 2 PET. 2:10-15 - and especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise authority. They are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries, 11 whereas angels, who are greater in power and might, do not bring a reviling accusation against them before the Lord. 

But these, like natural brute beasts made to be caught and destroyed, speak evil of the things they do not understand, and will utterly perish in their own corruption, 13 and will receive the wages of unrighteousness, as those who count it pleasure to carouse in the daytime. They are spots and blemishes, carousing in their own deceptions while they feast with you, 14 having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin, beguiling unstable souls. They have a heart trained in covetous practices, and are accursed children. 15 They have forsaken the right way and gone astray…
CHRIST CENTERED OR SELF CENTERED?  How can we tell what kind of life we are living?
I. AFFECTIONS – What do you really care about? What do you love?

A. COL. 3:1-2 – Set your affections on things above – eternal not temporal.  What do we love? Cars, boats, houses, job, hobbies, sports.

B. MATT. 22:37 – The beginning point for Christ to be the center of my life is that I must love God with my whole heart.  I.E. – Statement, I love NASCAR.  What does that imply to us?

C. PSA. 119:97-104 – If our life is to be Christ centered we must learn to love the law of God.  Why?  Great benefits.

D. 1 THESS. 2:8-10 – Do we truly love our brethren?  Paul did without question.
E. GAL. 5:24-25 – If we are living for Christ and no longer living to please self we must crucify the flesh with its affections and lusts.
II. PREFERENCES – 

A. PHIL. 2:3-5 – If we are living a Christ centered life then we esteem others better than ourselves.  Note the example of Christ in text.
B. ROM. 12:3 – Christians should not think of themselves more highly than they do of others.  The self centered person looks down on others and regards himself as being above certain people.

C. ROM. 12:9-10 – The person who serves Christ has love without hypocrisy.  Give preference to expressing brotherly love.

D. LUKE 18:10-14 – Who was justified? 

III. TREASURES – 

A. MATT. 13:44-46 – What does the kingdom of God mean to you?

B. MATT. 6:19-21 – One whose life is Christ centered lays up treasure in heaven.  It has been stated that the average Christian gives only 2% of their income to the Lord.  Remember the warning of the prophet Malachi when they were guilty of giving God the leftovers.  Do we have a different view when it comes to money and we think it is all ours?  Self centered view of our material prosperity it is mine all mine!!!
C. COL. 2:2-8 – Christ is the summation of God’s treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  The most wonderful treasure that can be found is available for free only in Christ.

D. MATT. 12:35 – The treasure in our heart determines the actions in our lives.

IV. PRAYERS – 

A. 2 THESS. 3:1 – Are our prayers more carnal or spiritual in content?  Note the request of Paul – it was that the word of God might have free course in the hearts of men.

B. COL. 1:9-10 – We need to pray for the spiritual growth of each Christian so we can walk worthy of the Lord.
C. MATT. 5:44 – Pray for those who oppose us – our enemies.

D. 1 TIM. 2:1-2 – Intercessory prayers – prayers for others.  We should desire to intercede on their behalf.  If our life is Christ centered we will pray for others!!! 

E. JAMES 4:1-4 – The person who is self willed and absorbed with asking for things for self consumption will not have their prayers answered by God.  Being self centered leads us to become the enemy of God.
V. VESSELS – 

A. 2 TIM. 2:19-22 – What type of vessel are you?  Are you sanctifying yourself and making yourself fit for the master’s use.

B. 1 THESS. 4:1-8 – We need to purge ourselves from sin, slothful habits, and lusts.  Do we use our vessel to honor or dishonor?

C. LUKE 9:23-26 – To be a vessel that honors Christ we must daily take up our cross and follow him.
CONCLUSION – What about your life, is it Christ centered or self centered?
