IS YOUR LOVE GROWING COLD?
MATTHEW 24:12 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Jesus said before his impending judgments that the love of some would grow cold.  Oftentimes we see the same thing happening to our brethren today – their love for Christ is growing cold.  Why does this happen? We must look to the scriptures for our answers.

By way of introduction let’s notice some ways our love can grow cold.  
REV. 3:15-16 – Indifference  

MATT. 7:1-5 – Critical of others

IS YOUR LOVE GROWING COLD?

I. GROWING COLD TOWARD GOD –
A. Growing cold toward God – 
a. ROM. 1:21 – The Gentiles grew cold toward God’s way.
b. JUDGES 16:20 – Samson knew God but still fell into sin.
c. 1 SAM. 11:1-27 – David knew God but strayed from his will for him.
B. Growing cold toward God’s wisdom – 

a. PROV. 3:5-6 – Solomon urges us to not grow cold toward God’s wisdom.
b. JAMES 1:5 – James states we must seek the wisdom of God
c. MATT. 6:33 – We can truly find wisdom when we seek the reign and rule of Christ in our lives. 

C. Growing cold toward God’s will – 

a. JAMES 4:17 – We can know what is right and refuse to do it.

b. ECCL. 12:1 – Do not allow your love to grow cold in your youth.

c. 1 JN. 2:17 – To do God’s will means we are granted eternal life.

II. GROWING COLD TOWARD GODLINESS – 

A. Joining the places of sin – 

a. 2 COR. 6:17 – Be separate

b. 2 COR. 5:17 – We are a new creature in Christ

c. PHIL. 2:12 – Maintain our newness by working out our salvation in Christ.

d. HEB. 12:14 – God requires godliness on our part.  It is something we must pursue.

B. Joining the people of sin – 

a. AMOS 3:3 – If we walk with sinners it shows we approve of their sin.

b. JAMES 4:4 – If we are friends with the world we are the enemy of God.

c. 1 JN. 2:15 – The world is anything between us and God.

C. Joining the practices of sin – 

a. GAL. 5:19-21 – If we join the practices of sin we cannot be part of the kingdom of God.

b. ROM. 1:21-32 – We can be like those who know God but refuse to follow him.

c. 2 COR. 7:1 – Paul urges us to cleanse ourselves and perfect holiness in our lives.

III. GROWING COLD TOWARD GOODNESS – 

A. 1 JN. 3:17 – Taking care of self instead of sharing.

B. MARK 12:43-44 – Taking care of self instead of sacrificing. 

C. LUKE 9:23 – Jesus said we must deny self.

D. MARK 16:15 – Taking care of self instead of serving the Lord.

CONCLUSION – 

Can we keep our love from growing cold?

Pray – PSA. 55:17 - Evening and morning and at noon I will pray, and cry aloud, And He shall hear my voice. 

Daily bible reading – PSA. 119:11 - Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You! 

Dedication of our lives – ROM. 12:1-2 - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
Service – NEH. 4:6 – Nehemiah was too busy to grow cold - So we built the wall, and the entire wall was joined together up to half its height, for the people had a mind to work. 

