IS YOUR NAME WRITTEN THERE?

LUKE 10:17-20 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We have been engaged in a series of studies this week to prompt us to believe in Jesus and for those of us who are already Christians to increase our faith in Jesus.  The reason these things are so important is that our ultimate goal as a Christian should be to go to heaven.  As our text indicates in order to go to heaven, God must record our names.  

1. GOD KNOWS THOSE THAT ARE HIS -

a. Their names are written in heaven – PHIL. 4:3 – In the book of life 

b. Their citizenship as a child of God and as a member of his body the church is in heaven – PHIL. 3:20 – NAS – “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.”  As A citizen of the kingdom we are included on God’s census – HEB. 12:23
c. An occasion for great rejoicing – LUKE 10:20 – As Christians we should rejoice that our names are written in heaven

2. HOW MAY ONE’S NAME BE WRITTEN THERE?
a. Not by morality alone – ACTS 10:1-2; 11:12-14; 10:47-48 – BUT by obeying the will of God – JN. 3:3-5 – I.E. – Cornelius -   MATT. 7:21 – “Not everyone that saith unto me Lord, Lord shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven.” – If we want to get to heaven we must do the will of the one who can let us in, the one who can write our name in the book of life.

b. Not by obeying the doctrines of men – TITUS 1:13-14, COL. 2:20-22
c. Not through conscientiousness – ACTS 23:1 – Paul’s conscience was clear but had he pleased God with his manner of life when he persecuted the church –ACTS 26:9
d. Not by mere thinking – MATT. 15:1-3 – What did the scribes and Pharisees think about their relationship to God?  What did Jesus say their actual condition was? – MATT. 15:7-9, PSA. 127:1
e. Not through unscriptural practices – 

i. Many in religious world pray thru the wrong mediator – 1 TIM. 2:5
ii. Confess to the wrong source – ACTS 8:22 – Pray to God because he can forgive, not man

iii. Spasmodic partaking of the Lord’s supper – ACTS 20:7 – “And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread,”
iv. Using mechanical instruments of music – COL. 3:16 – “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your hearts to the Lord.”
v. Wearing the name of a religious leader – 1 COR. 1:11-13, ACTS 11:26 – “…And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.” 
f. ONLY by regeneration – TITUS 3:3-5 – What is this washing of regeneration?  BAPTISM – The same thing Saul of Tarsus was instructed by Ananias to do ACTS 22:16 – “And now why tarriest thou? arise and be baptized and wash away thy sins, calling upon the name of the Lord.”
3. NAMES CAN BE BLOTTED OUT – 

a. “Once saved always saved” is not found in the scriptures – JN. 8:31, GAL. 5:1-4, HEB. 3:6, 12-14, HEB. 4:1-2, HEB. 10:38-39
b. Failure to overcome results in names being blotted out – REV. 3:4-5
i. The love of money – 1 TIM. 6:9-10
ii. The love of the world – 1 JN. 2:15-17
iii. Being lukewarm – REV. 3:16
4. TO KEEP ONE”S NAME IN THE BOOK OF LIFE – 

a. Repent of sin when committed – I.E. – David - PSA. 51:1-3 – “Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto thy multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.  Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.  For I acknowledge my transgressions; and my sins is ever before me.”
b. Confess sins – 1 JN. 1:9 – “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
c. Pray for ourselves and each other – JAMES 5:16 – “Confess your faults one to another, and pray for one another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” 
d. Remain faithful and steadfast – 1 COR. 15:58 – “Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for as much as you know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” – REV. 2:10 – “…and ye shall have tribulation ten days, be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life.”
5. IT IS VITAL THAT YOUR NAME BE WRITTEN THERE – 

a. It alone guarantees entrance into heaven – REV. 21:27 – “And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither abomination. Or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.”
b. All others are cast into the lake of fire – REV. 20:11-15 - And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.  And the sea gave up the dead, which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead, which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”
CONCLUSION – Is your name written there?  If you are not a Christian you can become one today and your name can appear in the Lamb’s book of life.  If you are a Christian and are unfaithful your name is not in the Lamb’s book of life, take care of that today!

