IS YOUR RELIGION TRUE OR FALSE?

JOHN 4:23-24 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – It is sometimes confusing when we see all the religious differences that exist in the world today.  There are many takes on religion in our world today but when we examine the bible we can see that God views our religion as either true or false. We must listen to the words of Jesus as he talks about true worshippers – JN. 4:23-24 - But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."
When Jesus talks about the true worshipper that makes it easy for us to necessarily infer that some do not worship God in this way.  How does God view their worship? Listen to Jesus as he talks about vain worshippers – MATT. 15:9 - And in vain they worship Me,

Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.
Jesus makes it quite clear for us true worshippers will worship God in spirit and truth therefore there worship will be sincere from the heart and according to the word of truth.  Whereas the false worshippers will worship God after the commandments of men.  Obviously we have both kinds of worshippers among religious people today. 
In our study today we want to contrast the two - True religion vs. False religion so we can plainly see the difference.  How will we go about making this contrast?  We will open the book and see what God has to say to us.

TRUE RELIGION VS. FALSE RELIGION:
1. TRUE RELIGION – Accepts only Christ as the head of the church and recognizes that he alone has all authority – 
A. EPH. 1:22-23 – As we know the head controls the body all our body parts are in submission to the head.  Simply put Christ is the head of the body and the body is the church – individuals who are saved submit to Christ. And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.  
B. COL. 1:18 – The head of the body the church is to have preeminence or first place, If Christ does not have preeminence in our lives we are practicing false religion - And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. 
C. MATT. 28:18 – This one head – Christ - has all authority.  How much does that leave for you and me?  NONE!!!  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.
2. FALSE RELIGION – Replaces Christ with men as the head of their churches – Pope Catholic church, Joseph Smith – Mormon church, some have presidents, some have residing bishops.   Do you have a man as the head of your church if so you are practicing false religion?  

A. MATT. 15:12-13 – Jesus was setting the record straight for the Pharisees so they would know that every plant not planted by God will be rooted up.   Churches established by men fall into this category.  Then His disciples came and said to Him, "Do You know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?" 13 But He answered and said, "Every plant which My heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted.
3. TRUE RELIGION – Believes the /Bible is the final revelation of God to man, and is a complete and perfect guide for all doctrine and practice. 

A. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – This is God speaking to us and giving us divine instructions so we can please him. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
B. 2 PET. 1:3 – Holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit – not by their own inspiration. Gods told us all we need to know - as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,  We do not need to come up with new ideas just follow the revealed truth.
C. JUDE 3 – This system of faith has been delivered one time for all time.  Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints
D. REV. 22:18-19 – We are not to go beyond or take away from that which is written.  For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.
4. FALSE RELIGION – Believes the Bible is God’s word but it is neither final nor complete.  So they believe that modern day revelation from God exists today.

A. GAL. 1:6-12 – Paul warns about those who would make such claims. I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed. 10 For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ. 11 But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. 12 For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.
5. TRUE RELIGION – Believes that Christ shed his blood to purchase the church.  The only church he promised to build.  The church which is the true tabernacle because the Lord built it.

A. ACTS 20:28 – The church Christ purchased cost him his life he had to shed his blood. Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.
B. MATT. 16:18 – He purchased the church he promised to build.  He did not say churches plural. And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 
C. HEB. 8:1-2 – This one church is the True tabernacle - Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man. 
6. FALSE RELIGION – Teaches that one church is just as good as another.  That all churches belong to Christ even thought they differ in name, doctrine, and practice.

A. JN. 17:17-21 – Jesus wanted something different than what exists today.  God is not the author of confusion.  Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth. 20 "I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.
7. TRUE RELIGION - Honors Christ as Savior by wearing his name only.  The name Christian signifies we belong to him only.

A. ACTS 4:12 – Salvation is not obtainable in any other name – only in the name of Christ. Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.
B. ACTS 11:26 – What were the disciples called in the NT – Adventist, Mormons, Catholics, Presbyterians or Pentecostals – The answer is NO!!! And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. 
C. 1 PET. 4:16 – By wearing what name or we to endure suffering or give glory to God – Christian – this is the only special name given by God to his disciples. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.
8. FALSE RELIGION – Dishonors Christ by wearing man made names such as Adventist, Mormons, Catholics, Presbyterians,  or Pentecostals

A. 2 TIM. 3:1-5 – Those who wear man made names have a form of godliness - But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! 
9. TRUE RELIGION – Does not make a distinction among its members by bestowing  titles of honor upon its preachers.
A. MATT. 23:6-12 - They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, 7 greetings in the marketplaces, and to be called by men, 'Rabbi, Rabbi.' 8 "But you, do not be called 'Rabbi'; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren. 9 Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. 10 And do not be called teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ. 11 But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted
10. FALSE RELIGION – Bestows titles of honor and distinction upon their ministers by calling them “Reverend”  “Father”  “Rabbi”

A. PSA. 111:9 - He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant for ever: holy and reverend is his name.
B. ACTS 12:21-23 – Herod did not give God glory and look at what happened to him. So on a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat on his throne and gave an oration to them. 22 And the people kept shouting, "The voice of a god and not of a man!" 23 Then immediately an angel of the Lord struck him, because he did not give glory to God. And he was eaten by worms and died.  
11. TRUE RELIGION – Worships God and praises him only by making melody in the heart as we sing praise to him.

A. EPH. 5:19 – Singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord – Many ask how can something good such as singing and worship be made ineffective by some instrument of music. -speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,
12. FALSE RELIGION – Adds whatever they desire to the worship of God such as instrumental music to their praise of singing with pianos, organs, guitars etc.  You might say that is going too far with this authority subject, but is it really. Could King David worship God anyway he desired?

A. 1 CHRON. 13:1-10 – Story of David carrying the ark of God (good)  to Jerusalem (right place) but they did it the wrong way - Then David consulted with the captains of thousands and hundreds, and with every leader. 2 And David said to all the assembly of Israel, "If it seems good to you, and if it is of the LORD our God, let us send out to our brethren everywhere who are left in all the land of Israel, and with them to the priests and Levites who are in their cities and their common-lands, that they may gather together to us; 3 and let us bring the ark of our God back to us, for we have not inquired at it since the days of Saul." 4 Then all the assembly said that they would do so, for the thing was right in the eyes of all the people. 5 So David gathered all Israel together, from Shihor in Egypt to as far as the entrance of Hamath, to bring the ark of God from Kirjath Jearim. 6 And David and all Israel went up to Baalah, to Kirjath Jearim, which belonged to Judah, to bring up from there the ark of God the LORD, who dwells between the cherubim, where His name is proclaimed. 7 So they carried the ark of God on a new cart from the house of Abinadab, and Uzza and Ahio drove the cart. 8 Then David and all Israel played music before God with all their might, with singing, on harps, on stringed instruments, on tambourines, on cymbals, and with trumpets. 9 And when they came to Chidon's threshing floor, Uzza put out his hand to hold the ark, for the oxen stumbled. 10 Then the anger of the LORD was aroused against Uzza, and He struck him because he put his hand to the ark; and he died there before God.
B. 1 CHRON. 15:1-2, 12-15 – We cannot worship anyway we please any more than David could bring the ark to Jerusalem any way he wanted to. David built houses for himself in the City of David; and he prepared a place for the ark of God, and pitched a tent for it. 2 Then David said, "No one may carry the ark of God but the Levites, for the LORD has chosen them to carry the ark of God and to minister before Him forever."  VS 12-15 - He said to them, "You are the heads of the fathers' houses of the Levites; sanctify yourselves, you and your brethren, that you may bring up the ark of the LORD God of Israel to the place I have prepared for it. 13 For because you did not do it the first time, the LORD our God broke out against us, because we did not consult Him about the proper order." 14 So the priests and the Levites sanctified themselves to bring up the ark of the LORD God of Israel. 15 And the children of the Levites bore the ark of God on their shoulders, by its poles, as Moses had commanded according to the word of the LORD. 
13. TRUE RELIGION – Does the work of the church by following the Bible pattern in Evangelism, Edification, and Benevolence.

A. PHIL. 4:15-16 – Philippi sent directly to Paul to support his preaching of the gospel. - Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving but you only. 16 For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my necessities. 
B. EPH. 4:16 – The body or the church is to build itself up by every joint supplying its part. - from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 
C. 1 TIM. 5:16 – The church is charged with relieving those who are widows indeed.  If any believing man or woman has widows, let them relieve them, and do not let the church be burdened, that it may relieve those who are really widows. 

14. FALSE RELIGION – Turns its work of preaching, edification and benevolence over to  human organizations.
A. 1 TIM. 3:15 – They ignore God’s declaration that the church and the church alone is the pillar and ground of the truth - but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 
CONCLUSION – 

Are you a true worshipper or a false worshipper?

To be a true worshipper you must be willing to follow Christ and his revealed will in the NT.

Remember if we add to or take from his perfect law of liberty we will be condemned.

