ISLAM
INTRODUCTION - As a result of the events of Sept. 11, 2001 many people have become interested in the Moslem religion, known as Islam. Many brethren in Christ are requesting information on the subject. This study is a result of such a request.
In his early life, Mohammad became associated with a group of people in Mecca that claimed to be seeking truth.  They were opposed to the idolatrous activities of those that were meeting at and around the Kabah Stone.  These people that were opposed to those who were meeting and worshipping around the Kabah Stone were referred to as "seekers" and became known as Hunafa -- "those who turn away."   
In his early married life, Mohammad had a practice of taking a month off every year from his work and with his family he would go into the mountains outside of Mecca.   During this month, the month Ramadan, he would go into a cave and meditate.  It was during one of these meditations that he claimed to have received a vision from God, Allah (shades of and somewhat like the claims of Joseph Smith and his supposed divine revelation when he started the Mormon Religion).
 
Even though he could neither read nor write there were those that wrote down what he had told them that he received in those many visions he claimed to have seen while in the cave.  So, from the writings of his friends, of his revelations, there came together, after his death, the book known as the Koran, Quran.  This book is about the size of our New Testament.  It has 114 chapters referred to as Surahs. 
With increasing frequency the term ISLAM is being heard throughout the land.

What is ISLAM?
What kind of practices and beliefs does ISLAM teach?

Should we study this subject?
The BIBLICAL BASIS for studying the history, beliefs, and practices of other religions is found in passages like …

I Thessalonians 5:21 … Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.
I John 4:1 ... Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.

This study will attempt to explain what ISLAM is; so we can understand more and be better equipped to discuss this subject with others, in hope of bringing them to CHRIST. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF ISLAM AND ITS FOUNDER – 

The word ISLAM is the proper term for the religion revealed by Mohammed in Arabia in the early 600's.

ISLAM means “submission” (submission to the will of Allah). 

Converts are called MOSLEMS (one who submits). 

The Arabians are descendants of ISHMAEL, so Islam claims to be a renewal of the ancient religion of Abraham traced through Ishmael. 

MOHAMMED meaning “he who is praised” was born to the tribe of Quraish in Mecca about, 570-571 A.D

His father was ABDULLAH (died before his birth) his mothers name was AMINA
Orphaned at age six and raised by his uncle he grew up in times of RELIGIOUS and POLITICAL confusion in and around Mecca. 

At age 25 he married a wealthy 40-year-old widow named KHADIJAH. 

ORIGIN OF ISLAM AND DATES OF GREAT IMPORTANCE

A.D. 610 – Mohammed begins preaching. Mohammed claimed to have been visited by the angel GABRIEL, who commissioned him to remove idolatry from all Arabic people.  MECCA (the capital of Saudi Arabia's Hejaz province) became his first objective, but he was unsuccessful.

A.D. 622 – The most important Islamic date as it marks the beginning of Islam.  The HEGIRA or “The flight to  Medina”  on July 16, 622, marks the beginning of ISLAM.  A.D. 622 - became 1 A.H. (anno hegirae) in the Muslim calendar.

Mohammed was then made ruler of MEDINA and declared it a MUSLIM COMMUNITY.  The Koran shows that while he had a small following and lived in Mecca he was more appeasing to other religions but after he went to Medina and built up a large following, his attitude and teaching changed toward all other religions. So, he and his followers had to leave Mecca because of the outcry against him and his "seekers." They journeyed about 280 miles north of Mecca and established themselves at a city called Medina. Mohammad lived only 10 more years after fleeing Mecca.  But these 10 years were very full of activities pushing his own agenda and religion by the edge of the sword. 

A.D. 630 - During the lifetime of Mohammad he led his armies on about 20 forays into other countries compelling his conquered lands to become Moslems by the edge of his sword. One of his first forays was to go back and capture Mecca from which he was earlier driven. He felt like Mecca because of his revelations from there was the center of his religion of Islam. 

632 A.D. After his death his followers, under a Caliph by the name of Abu Bakr, continued to go even farther and farther into foreign lands and compelling them to accept the religion of Islam or die. They went as far as Spain and also captured Palestine from the Jewish people. The "Dome of the Rock" mosque in Jerusalem is said to be the place from which Mohammad was carried by the angel Gabriel to heaven. They finally met some opposition in the name of the Crusades mounted by the Catholics in the name of Christianity. 
Also, a Frenchman, Charles Martel, offered some resistance.  But the Moslems were firmly rooted in many nations and are still there in large numbers. 
2007 A.D. – Islam is the fastest growing religion in the world. Moslems make up over one billion people which is roughly 1/5 of the world’s population. From it origins in Saudi Arabia Islam has spread to all nations.  There are some nations who are governed by Islamic rule and today there are currently 6 million Muslims in the U.S.
THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM PRACTICED BY MOSLEMS:
I. The Testimony of Faith - The TESTIMONY OF FAITH is saying with conviction; “There is no true god but Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.” This testimony is called the SHAHADAH and is the most important part of Islam. The name Allah literally means "The God." Islam is highly monotheistic. A Muslim writes, "We must believe in the existence and oneness of Allah...that He has no partner, that there is no comparable being..." (Shaltout, p. 91). Therefore, as we shall see in detail later, Muslims’ do not believe in the deity of Christ, and they label Christians as "polytheists" or idolaters (El Dareer, p. 10).
II.  What do the scriptures say?

A. DEUT. 18:15, 18

B. ACTS 3:13-18, 22, 24-26
C. ACTS 4:12
D. MATT. 17:1-5
E. COL. 1:18, 2:3, 8-10
III. Prayer -  (saiah) is to be made in Arabic at least five times (dawn. Noon, mid afternoon,  sunset, night)  daily facing Mecca. The prayer begins with a devotional phrase (e.g. "God is most great") and then with the opening verse of the Koran, which, in English would run something like this: Praise be to God. The Cherisher and Sustainer of the Worlds. Most Gracious, Most Merciful; Master of the Day of Judgment. Thee do we worship. And Thine aid we seek. (Sabini, p. 18).                
Tradition has established a formal sequence for prayer of standing and reciting, bowing from the hips, straightening up, gliding to the knees, prostrating face down, sitting back on the haunches and prostrating again.
IV. What do the scriptures say?

A. LUKE 18:1
B. ROM. 12:12

C. EPH. 6:18
D. 1 THESS. 5:17
V. Sakat - Charity (zakah) is the payment of a fixed alms tax amounting yearly to two and a half percent of a Moslem’s  income and holdings. This money is to be distributed among the poor. (Smith, p. 221; Sabini, p. 19).
VI. What do the scriptures say?

A. 1 COR. 16:2
B. 2 COR. 9:7
C. ACTS 5:3
VII. Fasting -  Every year in the month of Ramadan (November), all Muslims FAST from dawn until sundown, abstaining from food, drink, and sexual relations. Viewed as SELF-PURIFICATION, and to gain true SYMPATHY for those who go hungry. It  is required during the month of Ramadan in the Arabian calendar. Muhammad is supposed to have received his commission as a prophet and made his flight from Mecca to Medina during this month (Smith, p. 221). 
VIII. What do the scriptures say?
A. COL. 2:18-23
IX. Pilgrimage - Pilgrimage (hajj) is a requirement of the Koran that every Muslim make a pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in a lifetime if physically possible. Once a male has made that pilgrimage he is referred to as: Al hajji. A female who has made the pilgrimage is referred to as: Al hajja. The pilgrimage ends by offering an animal sacrifice at the “Great Festival.”
X. What do the scriptures say?

A. JOHN 4:20-24
B. HEB. 12:28-35
BELIEFS OF MUSLIMS – 

I. Paradise for death in battle and you must fight the infidel – 
When you meet the unbelievers in the battlefield strike off their heads and, when you have laid them low, bind your captives firmly.  Then grant them their freedom or take ransom of them, until War shall lay down her burdens.  Thus shall ye do.  Had God willed, He would Himself have punished them; but He has ordained it thus that He might test you, the one by the other.  As for those who are slain in the course of God, He will not allow their works to perish.  He will vouchsafe them guidance and ennoble their estate; He will admit them to the Paradise He has made known to them … (Koran 47:3).

Fighting is prescribed for you and (some of) you dislike it. But it is possible that you dislike a thing that is good for you, and that you love a thing that is bad for you. But Allah knows and you know not – Sura 2:216

Fight and slay the pagans wherever you find them, beleaguer them, and lie in wait for them in every stratagem of war – Sura 9:5

Fight in the way of Allah…And slay them (the unbelievers) wherever you find them and drive them out…and fight them until…religion is for Allah – Sura 2:190-193

II. Concept of heaven – 

Surely he has brought the truth, confirming those who were sent before. You shall all taste the grievous scourge: you shall be rewarded according to your deeds. But the true servants of God shall be well provided for, feasting on fruit, and honored in the gardens of delight. Reclining face to face upon soft couches, they shall be served with a goblet filled at a gushing fountain, white, and delicious to those who drink it. It will neither dull their senses nor befuddle them. They shall sit with bashful, dark-eyed virgins, as chaste as the sheltered eggs of ostriches … (Koran 37:37).

Mohammed is quoted as saying in the Hadith, “The sword is the key to heaven and hell.  A drop of blood in the name of Allah – A night spent in arms (war) – is of more avail than two months of fasting and prayer.  Whosoever falls in battle, his sins are forgiven, and at the day of judgment, his limbs shall be supplied by the wings of angels and cherubim.
III. Concept of punishment – 

Have no fear of man; fear Me, and do not sell My revelations for a paltry end. Unbelievers are those who do not judge according to God's revelations.  Therein We decreed  for  them  a  life  for a life, an eye for an eye, a nose for a nose,  an  ear  for  an  ear,  a  tooth for a tooth, and a wound for a wound. But if a man charitably forbears from retaliation, his remission shall atone for him … (Koran 5:45).
“If you will not go forth to fight in the cause of Allah, He will punish you with a painful punishment and will chose in your stead a people other than you, and you shall do him no harm at all.  And Allah has power over all things – Koran 9:29-30, 39

“(For those who do not submit to Allah) their punishment is…execution, or crucifixion, or the cutting off of hands and feet, from the opposite sides, or exile from the land – Sura – 5:33

IV. Koran permits sexual immorality – In the form of multiple wives and slave girls
Blessed are the believers, who are humble in their prayers; who avoid profane talk, and give alms to the destitute; who restrain their carnal desires (except with their wives and slave-girls, for these are lawful to them) and do not transgress through lusting after other women; who are true to their trusts and promises, and diligent in their prayers. These are the heirs of Paradise; they shall abide in it for ever … (Koran 23:5).

V. Free to divorce and remarry – As long as the dowry is not taken
If you wish to replace a wife with another, do not take from her the dowry you have given her even if it be a talent of gold. That would be improper and grossly unjust; for how can you take it back when you have lain with each other and entered into a firm contract? … (Koran 4:20).

You may put off any of your wives you please and take to your bed any of them you please. Nor is it unlawful for you to receive any of those whom you have temporarily set aside … (Koran 33:51).

WEAKNESSES AND MAJOR ERRORS OF ISLAM:

I. NATURE AND NAME OF GOD – 
People of the Book, do not transgress the bounds of your religion.  Speak nothing but the truth about God.  The Messiah, Jesus the son of Mary, was no more than God’s apostle … So believe in God and His apostles and do not say: ‘Three.’  Forbear, and it shall be better for you.  God is but one God.  God forbid the He should have a son ... (4:171).

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace … (Isaiah 9:6).

Many Scriptures speak to the NATURE OF God … (Matthew 3:16-17; John 1:1; Acts 5:3; II Corinthians 13:14). 
II. MOHAMMED AS THE LAST PROPHET – 

Muhammad  is  the  father  of no  man  among  you.  He  is the:  Apostle  of  God  and  the Seal  of  the  Prophets ... (33:38).

For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you.  23. And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people … (Acts 3:22-23).
He is Jesus … (Hebrews 1:1-3).
III. ACCEPTANCE OF THE KORAN AS INSPIRED – 
This Koran could not have been devised by any but God. It confirms what was revealed before  it  and  fully  explains the Scriptures.  It is beyond doubt from the Lord of the Universe ... (10:34).

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17.  That  the  man  of  God  may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works … (II Timothy 3:16-17).
IV. RELIANCE ON HUMAN TRADITIONS – 
The SUNAN are fragmentary traditions, gathered from every possible source at an interval of more than two centuries after their prophet's death. They have, however, been accepted as holy books of the Muslim faith.  Much of Islam today is founded on them … (The Sacred Books and Early Literature of the East - Charles F. Horne).

This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but  their  heart  is  far  from  me.  9. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men … (Matthew 15:8-9).
V. ISLAM SPREAD THRU VIOLENCE – JIHAD
“If anyone transgresses… against you, transgress likewise against him          Sura 2:194 
Fight those from among the people of the book (Bible), who believe not in Allah, nor in the last day, nor hold as unlawful what Allah and his messenger have declared to be unlawful, nor follow true religion, until they pay the tax considering it a favor and acknowledge their subjection. 

Turn the other cheek, Love your enemies  (Matt. 5:39, 44).
Avenge not yourselves – Rom. 12:19 

Proclaim a woeful punishment to the unbelievers, except to those idolaters who have honored their treaties with you in every detail and aided none against you.  With these keep faith, until their treaties have run their term.  God loves the righteous.  When the sacred months are over slay the idolaters wherever you find them … (9:4).
And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more … (Isaiah 2:4). 

Weapons of the New Testament Christian  are spiritual not carnal … (2 Corinthians 10:3-5). 

CONCLUSION – 

Jesus name is above every name.

Whom will you serve Christ or Mohammed? 
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