JESUS CHRIST – “UPON THIS ROCK”

MATT. 16:13-18 - TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Jesus and his disciples were up in Caesarea Philippi when Jesus asked what the people were saying about who he was. MATT 16:13-18 – Jesus is often called a rock or stone in the scriptures.

Notice the prophecy in  the inspired record about him – DUET. 32:4 – He is the rock, his work is perfect:

David when fleeing for his life from King Saul said – 2 SAM. 22:1-3 – 

Rocks and stones are used for many things, even today – houses, fireplaces, roads, seawalls etc.  Because of the diversity of services which Jesus renders on the behalf of man, and the many spiritual blessings he bestows upon mankind he is compared with many different rocks and stones in the scriptures.

1) CHRIST IS THE FOUNDATION STONE –

A. A building can only be as strong as its foundation – MATT. 7:24-27
1. Wise man – built on the rock – so the house could endure – the storms

2. Paul writes about the house of God – 1 TIM. 3:15 – which is the church of the living God

3. When the Lord Jesus promised to build the house of God , his church – MATT. 16:18 – He knew the value of the proper foundation.  That church is built upon the rock, “Thou art the Christ, the son of the living God.”

4. The foolish man’s house could not endure for it was built upon the sand – vs 26
B. The Apostle Peter, after the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus

preached the gospel for the first time publicly on Pentecost – ACTS 2 – 

After showing that Jesus was the fulfillment of many O.T. prophecies, and declaring that God had raised him from the dead he declared – ACTS 2:36 – When we then read – ACTS 2:47 – The Lord added to the church daily such as were being saved – There is the foundation upon which the church was built, that Jesus is both “Lord and Christ.”  That foundation is sure and steadfast.

2) CHRIST IS THE CORNER STONE – 

A. For buildings in Bible times, the cornerstone was vital to the structure.

Yes, the foundation was important, but the cornerstone was the first stone laid on the foundation.  From that corner, each wall was laid out and the vertical tiers were laid on top of that.  If the cornerstone was “off” even a little, the walls would never line up properly.  And if it were not level the entire structure was in danger.  That is why Peter and John when on trial before the Jewish council stated – ACTS 4:11-12
B. Paul echoes the same theme –  Christ is the chief 

cornerstone – make no mistake about it, the church is built upon Jesus Christ. Also in 1 COR. 3:10-11
C. Jesus quoted from – PSA. 118:22 – when he told the Jews in – 

MATT.21:42

3) CHRIST IS OUR ROCK AND REFUGE – 

A. Rocks have become places of refuge to many different kinds of animals, 

as they flee from predators, thus , the prophets of God often used the illustration of a “rock of refuge.”  to refer to the safety which God provided them against their enemies – PSA. 18:45-46 – in the same way that Jehovah was the “rock of refuge” for people of olden times, Christ is our “rock of refuge” today.

B. David prayed to God – PSA. 61:2-3 – this idea is stated in the same way in the N.T. – HEB. 6:18-20 – In this world of sin there are many trials, temptations, and tribulations – but there is refuge in Christ

C. The Bible promises to those who are troubled in this world peace –

PHIL.4:7 

4) CHRIST IS A LIFE GIVING ROCK – 

A. When God delivered the nation of Israel from Egyptian bondage, they

were without water.  At their complaint, God gave them water - EX. 17:5-6 – This rock saved the lives of the children of Israel by providing them water.  Actually God supplied the water by using the rock.

B. Notice how Paul explains the event in Exodus 17 – 1 COR. 10:1-4 –

Christ is that rock that provides for us  “all spiritual blessings in heavenly places”   – EPH. 1:3
C. The Apostle Peter writes of Jesus- 1 PET. 2:4-5 – Christians have life, but

Christ is the giver of life.  From Him comes all nourishment that results in spiritual life.  He is the only life-giving stone.

5) CHRIST  IS A STONE OF STUMBLING – 

A. God knew when he sent Christ into the world that some would not accept

Him – 1 PET. 2:6-8 – But for those who believe in Jesus Christ the result 

is different – ROM. 9:32-33
B. Do men “stumble at the word” today?  Paul answers – 1 COR. 1:18-24
C. Again Christ is the stone of stumbling and rock of offense for those who are disobedient.  When some accept the “teachings of men” instead of submitting to the will of God – MATT. 15:8-9 – they “stumble at the word”

D. Religious leaders and their followers often stumble today at what the Lord said about religious unity – JN. 17:20-21, EPH. 4:3-6, 1 COR. 1:10-13

E. About baptism – MK. 16:16, ACTS 22:16
F. About the value of the church – ACTS 20:28 – Look what it cost, the blood of Christ
G. About how we are to worship – JN. 4:23-24 – The truth reveals – ACTS 20:7, 1 COR. 11:23-28, EPH. 5:19 – Paul wrote about the Jews – ROM. 10:1-3 

6) THE STONE OF DESTRUCTION – 

A. There will come a time when this stone will hurl itself in judgment against 

all who have abused it on earth.  Jesus said – MATT. 21:44
B. John must have had this in mind when he recorded – REV. 6:15-17 – The

same question, with the answer, is given in – PSA. 24:3-5
CONCLUSION –  1 SAM. 2:1-2
Which stone or rock do you want?  Why not choose Christ as your foundation stone, as the cornerstone, as your rock of refuge, as your life-giving stone?  If you will you can live with him forever – JN. 14:1-6 – But if you do not, He will be a “stone of stumbling” Which will become your stone of destruction.

