JOY – HOW TO FIND IT

JOHN 15:7-11
INTRODUCTION – How do you find joy?  Is there a secret to finding joy?   It is easy to see joy is good and positive.  The energy invested in pursuing joy brings quality to our life.  The purpose of this lesson is to help us understand how we can bring joy to our life and please God while doing so.  

JN. 15:7-11 – Jesus spoke of joy and he related it directly to keeping the commandments of God.  Our society and culture often tries to find joy by removing the rules not in submitting to them.  
In our study today we want to investigate what the Bible teaches about joy.

HOW DO WE EXPERIENCE JOY?
I. LOOK IN THE RIGHT PLACE – Joy is not found away from God!

A. LUKE 15:11-24 - Jesus spoke about this rebellion in the Parable of the Prodigal Son . In the eagerness of youth this young man went looking for happiness. His mindset was perhaps: My parents are just trying to keep me away from the true fun of life--far away from all that he ever knew, had to be better. What was not understood was the efforts made by his family were the foundation of his life and without them there just wasn’t any substance. He finally came to himself and returned, why should we waste our time by repeating this same experiment? Joy is with God.  It is an idea of a young mind that one should rebel against their parents and authority in general. A mind with the ability to think and know but mistakenly thinks that they know better. This same mindset can come into our relationship with God.

B. ECCL. 1:2-11 - Solomon tested all that the world offers: all the vain pleasures of life.  In search of true joy and fulfillment in this life. Solomon searched the world. In the gathering of strength, power, riches, or fame, he found no true satisfaction, no lasting joy.
C. ECCL. 12:13 - In the end of his search notice the conclusion he came to in regard to joy and purposeful living.  'Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is man’s all [purpose]
D. ACTS 8:4-8 – Look at the results when the gospel is proclaimed, believed and obeyed.  The Samaritans experienced great joy.  Why? They were fulfilling the purpose of man as stated by Solomon fearing God and keeping his commandments.  Joy is only found when men find God in their lives.  There is also great joy when we teach others the truth and they are obedient to the Lord.
E. HEB. 10:24-25 – If we stir up love and good works by assembling what happens to our joy.
II. JOY IS FOUND IN FULL COMMITMENT – 

A. JN 14:6 - Your commitment to Christ will affect every part of your life and certainly your level of joy. True happiness and contentment is not found in a partial commitment. Unless we are fully committed, we are missing out on the benefits available in Christ. Those in Christ know where they came from and know where they are going.
B. GAL. 2:20 – What type of commitment does God require?  Look at the example of Apostle Paul.

C. MATT. 6:24, 33 - We must choose who we will serve; we cannot serve God and the world. Either God or the world we cannot have both. We will never know the true joy of serving God if we do not find this level of commitment. We must put Him first.
D. MATT. 7:21 – Doing the will of God is a must not an option.

E. 3 JN 4 – We need to endure to the end this demonstrates that we are fully committed in our service to God.  John was joyous to hear that those he had taught were enduring and walking by faith.
III. BY ALLOWING IT TO INCREASE - Many things diminish over time, but our joy in the Lord will not be one of those things. Spiritual maturing is a life-long endeavor; we should always increase in the things that cause joy:
A. 1 JN. 1:4 – Would there joy be full just because they received this epistle.  No, there joy would be full if they read, studied and understood what he had written to him.
B. PHIL. 1:3-4 – Paul prayed for his brethren with joy.  If you want to increase your joy pray for others.

C. LUKE 10:20 – As Christians we can truly rejoice because our name is written in heaven.
D. LUKE 15:1-10 – Our joy increases when sinners repent.  What if you are the one who prompts the sinner to repent?  What happens to your joy?
E. PSA. 5:11-12 – If we trust in God our joy should be increasing.  If we love God we should be joyful.  Is your joy increasing?  Is your faith growing?  Are we walking by faith and pleasing God?

CONCLUSION – 

Do you have joy in your life?

The Bible tells us how to find joy.

Do not leave today without the joy of knowing your sins are forgiven.

ACTS 8:36-39 - Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, "See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?" 37 Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." 38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. 39 Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing.
