KNOW THE POWER OF HIS RESURRECTION
PHILIPPIANS 3:10 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Do you consider life precious?   YES!!! We consider life precious.
How do we show our consideration that life is precious?  Seatbelts, airbags, helmets for motorcycles and bicycles, body armor – Kevlar used by soldiers, vaccination shots for children.  We strive to do everything in our power to naturally preserve or prolong life – take our vitamins, exercise, eat healthy, and we have annual checkups with the doctor, but after doing all these things death is still certain and we can observe others and or own aging process.  Job asked the question we want the answer to – JOB 14:14 - If a man dies, shall he live again?
We may need wise men today to help us stay healthy (personal trainer), to prosper financially so we can retire comfortably (financial planner), or to extend our lifespan (surgeon) but what we really need is someone to deliver us from death even the fear of it.  
Who is that someone?  Do you know?   Paul did – PHIL. 3:10 - that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 

JN. 11:25-26 – Jesus is the one who can deliver us – Listen to him - Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 26 And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die
ACTS 2:22-24 – Death did not end things for Jesus - "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know-- 23 Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; 24 whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it.  Death does not have to end things for us we can be delivered.  I am going to hitch my wagon to Jesus – you might ask why we should do that?   Because he has already over come death – who do you want to operate on you for open heart surgery someone who has never done it or someone who has done it successfully many times. 
The basis of our own faith is the resurrection of Christ – 1 COR. 15:1-8 – We could have had Christianity without Jesus turning the water into wine or walking on the water but we could not have it w/o the resurrection.

If the resurrection is not true then the bible is no more important than Mother Goose or Dr. Zeuss and we might as well toss the whole thing out.  
EVIDENCES OF THE RESURRECTION – Before we consider the power of the resurrection we need to examine the evidences that it took place.

1. JESUS SAID HE WOULD BE RAISED – 

A. JN. 2:19-22 – At the very beginning of his ministry Jesus refers to his resurrection.  His disciples later believed the scriptures and what Jesus had said because it came true.
B. MATT. 16:21 – In the middle of his ministry he begins to prepare his disciples for his D/B/R.  The credibility of Jesus is on the line.

C. MATT. 26:32 – At the end of ministry Jesus makes this bold statement.
D. Would be like a terminal patient saying I am going to die soon and when I do I will meet you at WalMart in three days.

E. MARK 16:6-7 – Did Jesus prove himself to be trustworthy or not?

2. THE EMPTY TOMB SAYS HE AROSE –

A. JN. 19:38-42 - New tomb where never a man had laid.

B. MATT. 27:62-66 – His enemies took no chances.  Grave was secured.
C. JN. 20:3-9 – Grave clothes folded – This would not be the case if the body was stolen, but if someone came back to life they would be in no hurry.

D. What happened? Only two possibilities – 

a. Man removed him

b. God removed him

3. TRANSFORMATION OF HIS DISCIPLES – 

A. MATT. 26: 56 - After arrested they fled
B. MATT. 26:69-72 - Peter denies Jesus

C. MATT. 27:3-5 - Judas kills himself

D. Notice Peter’s change

a. Before – Denied, scared, ashamed

b. After – Bold, zealous, courage

c. ACTS 2:29-32 – At Pentecost
d. ACTS 5:27-29 – Before Jewish Sanhedrin – Supreme court

e. What caused this great turn around in such a short period of time – RESURRECTION!!!

4. THE EXISTENCE OF THE CHURCH PROVES THE RESURRECTION –

A. Church could not begin if Jesus had not risen.

a. MATT. 16:18 – Jesus said, “I will build my church.”  The gates of Hades shall not prevent it from taking place.

b. GAL. 3:10-13 – This is a quote of DEUT. 21:23 – To the Jews Jesus would have been cursed forever if he had not risen from the dead.

c. ACTS 2:41 -  Look at Pentecost – vs. 36- they knew the law 
d. ACTS 6:7 – Even some of the priests became disciples.

B. The resurrection seemed to turn some people off.

a. ACTS 17:30-32 – Some mocked – The resurrection was a prominent feature of 1st century preaching – ACTS 3:15; 4:2, 10; 5:30-31
5. SOME APPLICATIONS FOR US SINCE THE RESURRECTION IS TRUE  

A. Jesus is declared to be the Son of God -
a. ROM. 1:3-4 – You cannot prove Jesus is the Son of God w/o the resurrection.   If this is not true then he was just a mere man.  Jesus is NOT a mere man!!!

B. Hope of heaven – We must believe in the resurrection

a. ROM. 10:9-10 – We must believe that Jesus was raised – If we do not believe this we are not truly converted -  that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
C. We must commit our lives to holiness because of the resurrection - 
a. ROM. 6:3-4 – Emphasizes the resurrection from baptism.  Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
b. We come up having buried the old man.  We have put off filth, clean up our life – walk. talk, how we dress, how we treat our wife – children - parents, how we treat others.

D. I will be raised – 
a. 1 COR. 15:22-23 - For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ's at His coming.
b. Your grave side service is not your final chapter. 
E. We shall be judged because of the resurrection – 
a. ACTS 17:30-31 – There is an appointed day of judgment – This is one appointment we will all keep – I.E. – Cancel Doctor or dentist appointment - Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead." 
b. JN. 5:28-29 - Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice 29 and come forth--those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. 

CONCLUSION – 

The world is filled with tombs – Westminster Abbey in England – Egyptian tombs in the Pyramids – Arlington Cemetery

The difference between those tombs and the tomb of Jesus is they are all closed and his is still open.

Do you believe in the resurrection of Jesus?

Do you believe in your own resurrection?

Believe it or not it is going to happen so get ready – Are you prepared?

