LOOK WHAT YOU MADE ME DO!!!

ROMANS 6:16-18 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – We live in a world where people do not want to accept blame or responsibility for their actions and the consequences that follow those choices.  The phrase “look what you made me do” is one that is often employed when we do not want to accept the results of our decisions – TEXT - ROM 6:16-18 – “Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.”
God’s word makes it clear that we make choices for ourselves and he gives us this freedom, but we cannot then turn and place blame on others.  I. E. – Little girl and her dog.
BIBLE EXAMPLES OF SHIFTING BLAME:

1. ADAM AND EVE – 

A. GEN. 3:12-13 – “Then the man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate." 13 And the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate." 
B. ADAM tried to blame God and Eve.  Eve then tried to transfer the blame to the serpent.

2. AARON – 

A. EX 32:22-24 – So Aaron said, "Do not let the anger of my lord become hot. You know the people, that they are set on evil. 23 For they said to me, 'Make us gods that shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.' 24 "And I said to them, 'Whoever has any gold, let them break it off.' So they gave it to me, and I cast it into the fire, and this calf came out." 

B. Aaron tried to shift the blame for this sin to the people.
3. SAUL – 

A. 1 SAM.15:13-16 - Then Samuel went to Saul, and Saul said to him, "Blessed are you of the LORD! I have performed the commandment of the LORD." 14 But Samuel said, "What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?" 15 And Saul said, "They have brought them from the Amalekites; for the people spared the best of the sheep and the oxen, to sacrifice to the LORD your God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed." 

B. Did Saul stand up and shoulder the responsibility for his sin?  No, he blamed the people.  So we can clearly see many have preceded us who wanted to blame others for their sin and things have not changed in the day and age in which we live.  If it is possible things have only gotten worse.

SOME THINGS PEOPLE WANT TO BLAME OTHERS FOR:

1. UNFAITHFULNESS IN ASSEMBLING – It amazes me the excuses I hear from my brethren for not coming to worship God.
A. EPH. 6:4 – “And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.”
B. When I was young my parents made me go to services, so when I got older I just quit – Look what they made me do!  Instead of blaming your parents you should get down on your knees and thank God that you had parents who loved you enough to train you correctly.
2. SELFISH DESIRES – We are concerned about pleasing self and not pleasing God.
A. 1 JN. 1:6-7 – “If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”
B. A song leader was asked if another man could lead singing so he got angry and left the church – he was only concerned with his selfish desires.

3. SOCIAL DRINKING – The Bible has much to say about the dangers of social drinking.  We should try to set the best example.
A. ROM. 12:21 – “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”
B. COL. 4:5 – “Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time.”
C. MATT. 5:16 – “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”
4. LOSING CONTROL OF OUR TEMPER – It is always that someone else made me angry, but we are the only one who can control our temper.

A. COL. 3:5-8 – “Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.”
B. When we get angry do we immediately blame others and say “look what they made me do.”
5. NO ONE VISITED ME – I was sick and no one came by to visit me, so I just quit the church.

A. JAMES 5:14 – “Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.”
B. Do you visit other members of the church when they are sick?

6. LACK OF COURAGE – A brother criticized another brother and I failed to defend them and later I regretted it look what they made me do.  We need to tell the quickly what the bible says if they have a problem they should go to that brother. 
A. 2 TIM. 1:7-8 – “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind. Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God.”
B. We should always stand for truth and those who are willing to practice it.

7. NOT FRIENDLY – Members were not friendly so I will never go back.

A. PROV. 18:24 – “A man who has friends must himself be friendly, But there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.”
B. We should go to church to worship and serve God, not just to be social.

8. THE CHURCH IS JUST AFTER MY MONEY – Are you going to leave America and become a citizen of another country just because they ask for money by way of taxes?
A. 1 COR. 16:1-2 – “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also: 2 On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.”
B. Money and giving are scriptural topics, but many are very sensitive about these subjects.
9. NO RECREATION AND ENTERTAINMENT – The purpose of the church is spiritual and not recreational or social even though many in the religious world have perverted the purpose of the church.

A. ROM. 14:17 – “for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”
B. The church is not about entertainment it is about preaching and teaching the truth.

10. THE PREACHER OR BIBLE CLASS TEACHER HURT MY FEELINGS – 

A. 2 TIM. 4:1-2 – “I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.”
B. People do not mind if you point out sin as long it is not their sin.

CONCLUSION – You may want to blame others and say “look what they made me do!”  The fact remains that we will each have to give account of ourselves to God.  We wil not be able to blame others – JN. 5:28-29 – “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice 29 and come forth--those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.” 
2 COR. 5:10 – “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”
If you are one of these people who blames everything on everyone else you need to stop making excuses and take responsibility for your own actions – today is the day of salvation – repent and come to Christ and he will forgive your sins.  Obey the gospel, now!
