LOVE ONE ANOTHER

JOHN 15:12-13 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – It is a very important thing for us to have the proper love for others but especially our brethren.  Love is so important and oftentimes so misunderstood that Jesus commands us to love one another.  Not only does he command us to love one another but also he states we should love one another as he has loved us.

If we love as Jesus loved us our love will be pure and without hypocrisy.  Love would then become the motivating force for everything we do – 1 COR. 13:1-3 – Paul clearly tells us we could do great things but if the motivation for these acts was not love then it is to no avail.  

LOVE ONE ANOTHER:

1. ESTEEM – If you truly want to express love for someone else then esteem him or her more important than yourself.

a. PHIL. 2:1-8 – We need to count others as better than myself.  Paul uses the example of Christ how he was willing to leave heaven and take on the form of a man and humble himself to a death on the cross for others.

b. LUKE 10:30-34 – The Samaritan had compassion on the man who fell among the thieves he counted him worthy as a fellow human being of receiving compassion and care.  Do you think the Priest and Levite would claim to love their fellow man?  Sometimes we are like the priest and Levite to busy to stop and show that we care for one another.  Do we have opportunities to show our love for one another?

2. CONSIDER – If you love someone do you ever take special consideration for him or her?

a. HEB. 10:24-25 – Consider means to perceive clearly to understand fully.  If we truly love one another we will consider our brethren we will not forsake the assemblies.  Do we as husbands consider our wives on anniversaries and birthdays?  We do not want to miss that special day for them because we want them to know they are special to us.

b. HEB. 3:1-6 – We need to stop and consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession and be obedient in every way.  Are we really considering Jesus when we forsake the assemblies?  What if Jesus was as faithful to you as you are to Him? 

3. EDIFY – Am I concerned with living a life that edifies others?  A life that is a life of encouragement to others and promotes spiritual growth.

a. ROM. 14:18-19 – Paul says that is the type of life we should have as Christians.

b. 2 PET. 3:18 – I cannot lead a life that edifies and encourages others if I do not grow myself.  Then when I grow I can help others to grow.  I.E. – Riding a bike.

4. EXHORT – Do we urge our brethren to live a life of faithfulness to God?  People do not usually pursue a course for their life that requires sacrifice and commitment without someone entreating them to do so.

a. HEB. 3:13 – If we love each other and want others to go to heaven with us we must encourage them.  One of the greatest obstacles facing the church is people after having obeyed the truth forsaking it and going back into the world.  Being hardened by sin!

b. 1 TIM. 4:12-16 – Did Paul love Timothy?  How do we know?  Listen to his exhortations to Timothy.  He wanted Timothy to be faithful and not become discouraged even though he was a young man and some may have not regarded him highly because of his age.

5. ADMONISH – The love of the Bible requires us to admonish one another.  To admonish is to put in mind or to warn by way of instruction.

a. ROM. 15:14 – Love must be willing to admonish – warn – Do we warn the youngster the stove is hot?  Why?  Because we love them and do not want them to be burned!  The exact same parallel exists in the spiritual realm.

b. COL. 3:16 – We teach and admonish one another when we sing.

6. FORGIVE – Love for each other allows us to forgive one another.

a. EPH. 4:32 – We cannot hold back forgiveness to anyone and be a faithful child of God.   We are to forgive as God forgives us.  God does not run out of love or patience.

b. COL. 3:12-13 – Paul continuously reminded brethren of their obligation to forgive others – Why?  MATT. 6:14-15 – He knew what Jesus had taught in regard to forgiveness.  If we want forgiveness we must forgive others.  Unconditional forgiveness is what the Bible teaches.

CONCLUSION – All these points we have studied are ways we can show our love for each other.  If we have not loved one another properly let’s begin today doing just that and God will be pleased.

If we want to show that we love God then we must submit to His will – MATT. 7:21 – You can begin to show your love for God today by obeying his will and following his Son.

