MEN OF FAITH AND INTEGRITY – 9

MATTHEW 24:15

INTRODUCTION – We are continuing our series of lessons on men of faith, integrity, and obedience and today we are considering the life of Daniel.   The name “Daniel” means God is judge, Jehovah is judge.  The purpose of this lesson is to examine the different aspects of the life of Daniel and to view his faith, integrity, and obedience.
That Daniel was a man of faith is confirmed by Jesus as he acknowledges that he was a prophet – MATT. 24:15 - "Therefore when you see the 'abomination of desolation,' spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place" (whoever reads, let him understand)  
Remember that Daniel was taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar about 605 B.C. from Judah to Babylon.   Daniel and three of his friends were among those taken captive who received special training in order to serve in the Babylonian King’s palace.  Daniel later served the Persians during their reign and rule.
DANIEL – 

I. PROMINENCE – 

A. EZK. 14:14-20 – Daniel is compared to Noah and Job.   That comparison places in him in some pretty good company since 
B. GEN. 6:8-9 - Noah was just and perfect and walked with God and so did Daniel.
C. JOB 1:1 - Job was a perfect and upright man one who feared God and eschewed evil.
D. DAN. 1:3-4, 17, 19-20 – Daniel and his companions were prominent among the children of Israel.  They were exceptional in regard to their talents, ability, and looks.  They were skillful in wisdom, knowledge, and understanding of science and etiquette in matters relating to decorum of government affairs.  Verses 19-20 – states they were 10 times better than the other wise men.
E. DAN. 2:19-23 – Daniel gained prominence because God revealed to him the dream and its interpretation after he showed the wisdom to seek the answer in prayer.

II. PURPOSE AND PRINCIPLE – 

A. DAN. 1:5, 8-16 – Daniel purposed in his heart to not defile himself.  Do we have any purpose in our heart?

B. 1 COR. 15:58 - Daniel took a stand.  Paul exhorts the Christians at Corinth and us to be steadfast.

C. DAN. 5:13-17 – Daniel was a man of principle he did not need to be rewarded to speak the truth

D. DAN. 6:3-9 – Even after the decree of Darius Daniel he went home and prayed three times as was his custom.  He was a man of God who lived a pure life based upon his principle.

E. DAN. 6:16, 21-24 – God delivered Daniel because he was a man of faith integrity and obedience.

III. PRAYER – 

A. DAN. 6:10-11 – Prayer was a part of Daniel’s daily routine.  Even in captivity he prayed to God regularly. How about us?  Note he knelt down which emphasizes his humility as he approaches God in prayer.

B. DAN. 6:20-22 – Daniel prayed for deliverance from the mouths of the hungry lions.

C. DAN. 9:3-6 – Daniel prayed to God for forgiveness of his sins and the sins of God’s people.

D. DAN. 9:17-22 – Notice that God heard and answered the prayer of Daniel and revealed his plan for deliverance.

E. ROM. 12:12 – We are to continue steadfastly in prayer.   Do we follow the example of Daniel?

F. JAMES 5:16 – Do we believe the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much?

CONCLUSION – 
Do we dare to be like Daniel?
Are we a people of purpose and principle?

Are we a people of prayer?

