MICROSCOPIC JOURNEY - CHURCH DIRECTORY

1 CORINTHIANS 12:25-27 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – I am in the process of updating our church directory and the thought occurred to me how well we know our members. I am not talking about knowing them from the standpoint of their names, if they are married or not, have children or not, or knowing about their hobbies, but rather from a spiritual standpoint.

We should know the spiritual condition of our members as it is a reflection of our love and concern for their souls. 1 COR. 12:25-27 - that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.
This morning we want to take a microscopic journey thru the church directory not the one that I am making for the congregation here at Mary Esther but the one the Lord looks at when he determines whose name is in the book of life.
JOURNEY THRU CHURCH DIRECTORY:

1. BROTHER AND SISTER USTA – 

A. 2 PET. 2:20-22 – They used to attend every worship service when they first obeyed the gospel.- For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: "A dog returns to his own vomit," and, "a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire." 

B. HEB. 10:23-25 – They used to be very active and busy when first baptized - Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. 
2. BROTHER AND SISTER WUDA – 
A. MATT. 13:18-22 – Excuse makers, they would have been obedient but persecution, tribulations, the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches tugged at their heart. - "Therefore hear the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside. 20 But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles. 22 Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful.
B. LUKE 12:15 – In eternity they will wish they would have listened to Jesus - And He said to them, "Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses." 

3. BROTHER AND SISTER SHUDA – 

A. HEB. 13:5 – Should have listened and learned to be content with the blessings we have in this life - Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you."  
B. 1 TIM. 6:6-12 – Should have learned to be a better steward of the things God has given me instead of being a bad example. - Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 8 And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses
4. BROTHER AND SISTER CUDA – 

A. EPH. 6:1-4 – Could have been better examples as parents in teaching our children to grow up to be faithful Christians - Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 "Honor your father and mother," which is the first commandment with promise: 3 "that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth."  4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord. 
B. MATT. 23:1-3 – Many parents could have had faithful children but they played the role of the hypocrite - Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, 2 saying: The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. 3 Therefore whatever they tell you to observe, that observe and do, but do not do according to their works; for they say, and do not do.
5. BROTHER AND SISTER GONNA – 

A. HEB. 5:11-14 – It has been stated and I believe it is true that the road to Hell is paved with good intentions – Some day I am going to get serious about my service to the Lord – Some day I am going to repent - of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 
B. JAMES 1:21-25 – Some day I am going to do what is right - Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does
6. BROTHER AND SISTER TROUBLIN – 
A. GAL. 5:6-14 – Some try to trouble the church with their human wisdom and false doctrines. - For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love. 7 You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? 8 This persuasion does not come from Him who calls you. 9 A little leaven leavens the whole lump. 10 I have confidence in you, in the Lord, that you will have no other mind; but he who troubles you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is. 11 And I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why do I still suffer persecution? Then the offense of the cross has ceased. 12 I could wish that those who trouble you would even cut themselves off! 13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."  15 But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another! 

B. ROM. 16:17-18 – Those who cause trouble do not really serve Christ - Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. 18 For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple.
7. BROTHER AND SISTER WORKIN – 

A. MATT. 21:28-31 – To be pleasing to the Father we must work in the vineyard - "But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, 'Son, go, work today in my vineyard.' 29 "He answered and said, 'I will not,' but afterward he regretted it and went. 30 Then he came to the second and said likewise. And he answered and said, 'I go, sir,' but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said to Him, "The first." 
B. REV. 3:4-5 – They work irregardless of what every else does - You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 5 He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life
C. JAMES 2:17 – They realize faith must be accompanied by works - Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. – Teach others, restore the fallen, they see work and get it done. We all need to go to work!
CONCLUSION – As you examine your life today and you see yourself as one described in our lesson.  If you are brother or sister Usta, Wuda, Shuda, Cuda, Gonna, or Troublin then you need to become BROTHER OR SISTER AGIN – REPENT AND TURN AGAIN TO THE LORD, AND BECOME FAITHFUL ONCE AGAIN IN HIS SERVICE – DEDICATED, DEVOTED, AND DILIGENTLY serving God.

