MOTHERS – WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH?
GENESIS 1:26-29 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – As we can see from the reading of our text the home is the oldest institution known to man.  The home as designed and established by God is of utmost importance to civilization – GEN. 2:15-25.  Since God is the one who built the home it only seems reasonable that thru his word we regulate, mold and follow the pattern for it given to us in his word.  The home is the ideal place for the fulfillment of the physical, social, and emotional needs of men and women in a way that pleases God.
Some of the most wonderful words used in the English language are “home” and “family.”   What type of thoughts come to your mind when you think of home and family.  When we think of home we reflect on the ideas of love and security.   It is virtually impossible to think of home and not think in our minds of the unselfish love of a mother as they dedicate themselves to the protection and nurturing of their children.

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH ABOUT MOTHERS?

I. THE WOMAN – THE MOTHER
A. 1 TIM. 2:12-16 – According to the bible the primary role of the woman pertains to the family following marriage.  After making some comments that the role of the woman is not that of being a public teacher or preacher over men Paul tries to make it clear the woman’s salvation is not contingent upon being able to reproduce, but he is addressing the basic design, function, and needs of the woman.   This is not an effort by Paul to belittle women or present her as inferior to men.  Then we might ask what is the point?
B. 1 COR. 11:7,9,12 – The point is each man and woman have a basic design and role to fill in God’s plan.
C. 1 COR. 11:11 – The scriptures clearly teach us there is a natural dependence of woman upon man and man upon woman.
D. TITUS 2:4 – motherhood involves love and natural affection.
II. THE MOTHER IS THE KEEPER OF THE HOME
A. TITUS 2:5 – Keepers at home literally home workers.
B. PROV. 31:16, 24 – The bible does not condemn a woman working in secular pursuits as long as the proper priorities are kept.
C. EPH. 5:22-23 – The bible teaches that a mother must put home and family before secular pursuits.  I.E. – I have known in teaching profession women who only wanted to be career oriented and later realized they had missed out on the most fulfilling experience in life, being a mother and a keeper at home.
D. PSA. 127:3 – Children are a reward from God.  Treasure them because time passes by so quickly.
III. WHAT IS INVOLVED IN KEEPING THE HOME?
A. EPH. 6:4 – Children are to be nurtured.   Nurture implies affection and true love which includes instruction, discipline, and correction.  We are careful to take care of their physical needs but do we take care of their spiritual needs?
B. EPH. 6:2-3 – Children are to be taught to honor and respect their parents, other adults, teachers, police officers etc.
i. 1 TIM. 5:4 – First line of care is to be given by family – How will they do this if they have not been taught properly.
C. EPH. 6:1 – Children must be taught to obey.  They must be given guidance , rules, and consequences for breaking rules.
i. COL. 3:18-20 – Biblical home is structured.
ii. PROV. 13:24 – Discipline or anarchy – rebellion which one do you want in your home?
D. 2 TIM. 1:5 – Teach your children the fundamentals.  Timothy was taught from an infant the things of God by his mother and grandmother.
i. 2 TIM. 3:15 – Teach so they can rightly divide the word of truth.
ii. PROV. 6:20-24 – Remember what you were taught by your parents it will keep you from evil.
iii. EPH. 1:22-23 – Remember that Christ is the head of the church and all spiritual blessings reside in him.
iv. LUKE 12:15 – Remember to respect God and to understand what is of value in this life.
v. 1 TIM. 6:8 – Our number one priority should be godliness.
E. PROV.31:13 – Godly mothers see that their children are dressed properly and modestly.
F. PROV. 31:15 – A godly mother takes care of the nutritional needs of her family.
G. PROV. 31:27 – Provides for the general welfare of her children, will not allow harm to come to them.
CONCLUSION – 

The importance of the role filled by godly mothers cannot be over emphasized!!!

The greatest tribute that can be given to a mother – PROV. 31:28
The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world – the most powerful, influential, and honorable position a woman can attain is that of being a mother who is a godly example to her children.
