MUSTARD SEED KINGDOM

TEXT – MATTHEW 13:31-32

INTRODUCTION – A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning!  In ordere to teach the lesson about the growth of the kingdom, Christ compares it to the planting of a mustard seed which is so very small but grows to be a tree large enough to become a shelter for birds that nested and raised their young.  

The “church of Christ” is the kingdom Jesus has reference to in this parable – MATT. 16:18-19 – So this parable teaches the growth of the church through the planting of the “heavenly message”  that mustard seed – the gospel of Christ.

1. MUSTARD SEED KING – the mustard seed was made possible because God’s dear son Jesus Christ paid the price for redeeming mankind at Calvary.  By doing this he made salvation/redemption possible.  

A.  Jesus knew at an early age that he must be King – LUKE 2:42-49
i. JOHN 9:1-6 – Must work the works of him that sent me – WHAT is our attitude?

ii. LUKE 4:42-44 – Must preach the kingdom of God that it is at hand

iii. MARK 8:31 – He told his disciples that he must suffer many things

iv. JOHN 3:14-21 – The Son of Man must be lifted up

v. LUKE 24:44-49 – All things spoken of by the prophets must be fulfilled in Christ

vi. JOHN 10:10-16 – Must bring in the other sheep – the Gentiles, so all could be in one fold of safety  - Jew and Gentile alike – EPH. 2:13-16
vii. ACTS 3:19-21 – Jesus must be received into heaven

viii. 1 COR. 15:24-28 – He must reign till he puts all enemies under his feet – 1 TIM. 6:15-16 – This Jesus is the king of kings and Lord of Lords 

2. MUSTARD SEED APOSTLES – To be apostles they must have been eye and ear witnesses of Christ from the baptism of John to His ascension into heaven – ACTS 1:16-22
A. The Holy Spirit came upon these apostles – ACTS 2:1-5 – 

B. The apostles preached of King Jesus – ACTS 2:30-36 – Pentecost

C. Apostles had the word of life manifested unto them – 1 JOHN 1:1-7 – Proof  - Eye witness account – I.E. - trial

3. MUSTARD SEED BIRTH -  Jesus plainly taught that we must be born again – JN. 3:1-7 – Of water – baptism and spirit – truth, in order to be saved

A. Salvation is only in Christ – ACTS 4:12
B. We must be born of incorruptible seed – 1 PETER 1:22-23, ROM. 1:16
C. Saul was told what he must do – ACTS 9:6; ACTS 22:16
D. Paul later teaches others the same things he was taught – GAL. 3:26-27
E. They did not stray form the teachings of Jesus – MARK 16: 15-16
4. MUSTARD SEED FAITH – Without it we cannot please God – HEB. 11:6 - Must believe that he is…

A. Faith and obedience does not mean we are earning our salvation – LUKE 17:5-10 – Some would cry out you are a legalist today if you say we must obey but notice vs. 10 – We have only done what is our duty to do

B. The Bible teaches that man with God’s help (word and prayer) can do all of the works that God has given us to do – PHIL. 4:13 – “I can do all things thru Christ which strengthens me.”
C. Mustard seed faith is linked to love – GAL. 5:6
D. Saving faith is that which obeys – MATT. 7:21-23
5. MUSTARD SEED JUDGMENT – Judgment must begin at the house of the God’s house and this judgment will be by the divine standard of truth – 1 PETER 4:17-18; JN. 12:48-49
A. Notice God’s word clearly teaches that all will appear before the judgment bar of God -  2 COR. 5:10-11
B. God is no respecter of persons – He will judge all by the same standard – the gospel – ROM. 2:6-11,16
6. MUSTARD SEED VICTORY – In order to enter the portals of glory this mortal must out on immortality – 1 COR. 15:50-58
A. Final victory is realized by the word of Christ – JOHN 5:28-29 – True to his word, the Lord will raise all men to judge them

B. Based on their response to the grace, love and mercy of God found in the gospel they will either be lost or be saved.  If we are in Christ this victory is sure – ROM. 8:35-39
C. God will give the saved a glorious body like unto his own – 1 JN. 3:1-3 – We shall be like him. Paul puts it this way – PHIL. 3:20-21  - It is a glorious body

D. Let us rejoice in victory – 1 JN. 5:1-4 – We will be victorious in Christ.  We will gain that victory by living humble and obedient lives and walking by faith daily – HEB. 5:8-9
CONCLUSION – This mustard kingdom is the greatest kingdom that has ever been established and it will continue to grow and never be destroyed – HEB. 12:28 – In order to be citizens in this kingdom we must follow the requirements for citizenship laid out by King Jesus.  Will you muster up the courage to obey Jesus today!

