THE MISTAKES OF NAAMAN

2 KINGS 5:1-14 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We can read the story of Naaman in the Old Testament and we might ask what can we learn from the OT that will help us in the NT days in which we live.  

* There are two passages in the NT that tell us the significance of OT teachings and how we are to use them today.

- ROM. 15:4 – “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.”
- 1 COR. 10:11 – “Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, on whom the ends of the age have come.”

Certainly his is true in the case of Naaman.  From this story we can learn that Naaman made many mistakes in his dealing with God; mistakes which are commonly made by people today.

By studying the mistakes of Naaman we learn what he did that was wrong and then warn people today so we will not make the same mistakes

LET’S LOOK AT SOME COMPARISONS:

1. NAAMAN NEEDED HELP – vs. 1 – Have we ever needed help?

a. LEV. 13:45-46 – This disease caused a Jew to be isolated from the people they were sent outside the camp.  They did not enjoy the benefits or blessings of being one of God’s children as others did because they were separated from their friends and relatives.

b. NUM. 5:2 – This isolation from others was not a choice but rather a command of God.  Why?  Because others would become infected with this dreaded disease.  Only God could provide a cure.

2. THE COMPARISON -  PEOPLE TODAY NEED HELP – People today have an infectious disease called SIN.  The prophet provided Naaman with help just as God helps us today with our problem -  sin!

a. ROM. 3:9 – The disease of sin unlike leprosy effects all men – Jew or Gentile.  

b. ROM. 3:23 – all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God so we like Naaman need God’s help too

c. ROM. 6:23 – All sinners will receive the same wages – death!  Only God can provide the cure for man’s problem.  It is forgiveness of sins, Paul calls it the gift of God or eternal life because there was nothing we could do to remedy our problem with sin we are helpless w/o the help of God.

3. NAAMAN WENT TO THE WRONG ONE FOR HELP – vs. 6 – Naaman was told to go to the prophet but instead he went to the King.  The King did not have the power to heal leprosy.

a. 2 KINGS 5:3 – The prophet was said to be the one who could heal leprosy

b. 2 KINGS 5:7 – The King knew he did not have the power to heal Naaman.  Only God’s prophet could truly help Naaman.

4. COMPARISON – TODAY PEOPLE GO TO THE WRONG ONES FOR HELP – They go to their priest, pope, or preacher. They go to their parents, friends, relatives and traditions.  They got to their psychologist, psychiatrist, astrologist, Leah, Dr. Laura.  Today people are going to everyone except JESUS

a. JN. 5:39-40 – Must come to Jesus to have life.

b. JN. 14:6 – “I am the way, the truth, and the life no man comes to the Father but by me.”  The only way to God is thru Jesus.

5. NAAMAN LEARNED THAT CLEANSING IS CONDITIONAL – 

a. 2 KINGS 5:10 – Told to wash 7 times in the river Jordan.  Naaman had to obey the instructions of the prophet in order to be cleansed.

6. COMPARISON – PEOPLE TODAY MUST OBEY CHRIST TO BE FORGIVEN OF THEIR SINS – 

a. MATT. 7:21 – CONDITIONAL - He who does the will of my Father in heaven 

b. LUKE 6:46 – CONDITIONAL – Jesus said, only call me Lord if you are willing to do the things I say.

c. HEB. 5:8-9 – Does it say Jesus is the author of eternal salvation to all?  NO – CONDITIONAL – To all who obey Him.

7. NAAMAN BECAME ANGRY – He did not like the instructions of the prophet.

a. 2 KINGS 5:11 – He was wroth means to crack off or burst out in rage, he was very displeased with the instructions received from God thru the prophet, but that did not change the instructions

8. COMPARISON – PEOPLE TODAY BECOME ANGRY  - When they hear things like;

a. BIBLE BAPTISM – 

i. ACTS 22:16-17 – The Bible says, baptism washes away our sins man tells us to say the sinners prayer and you can be baptized at some later date as an outward sign of an inward action.

b. ONE CHURCH –

i. MATT. 16:18 – Jesus said, “I will build my church”  not churches.

ii. EPH. 1:22-23 – The Bible says, “Jesus is the  head over all things to the church which is his body.”

iii. EPH. 4:4 – The Bible says, “there is one body.”

9. NAAMAN WANTED THINGS HIS OWN WAY – Naaman had it all figured out.

a. 2 KINGS 5:11 – Naaman already had in his mind how it would all unfold and when it did not happen that way he was upset.  Regardless of what Naaman thought he was wrong. Only God’s way would work, but he did not like God’s way.

b. PROV. 14:12 – “There is a way that seems right unto man but the end thereof is the way of death.”
10. COMPARISON – PEOPLE TODAY WANT THINGS THEIR OWN WAY – Burger king religion have it your way.  Serve it up to suit you.  People today want to act religious and act as if they want to be saved but only if it is according to their plans.

a. FAITH ONLY – JAMES 2:24 – “Not by faith only”

b. CHURCH OF CHOICE – EPH. 5:23 – Christ is the head of the church he is the savior of the body.

c. CONVENIENCE – Do nothing – 1 COR. 15:58 – “Abound in the work of the Lord.”    People today need to learn the lesson of Naaman and realize you cannot have it your way.

11. NAAMAN WANTED A SUBSTITUTE – 

a. 2 KINGS 5:12 – Naaman wanted to substitute the rivers of Damascus for the Jordan river – Naaman thought the waters of Jordan were just to dirty to cleanse him of his leprosy, but that is what God instructed.

b. ISA. 55:8-9 – “for my thoughts are not your thoughts and my ways are not your ways saith the Lord…”
12. COMPARISON - PEOPLE TODAY WANT A SUBSTITUTE – they want to substitute human things for the things of God.

a. CREEDS INSTEAD OF THE BIBLE – 2 TIM. 3:16-17
b. DENOMINATIONS INSTEAD OF THE ONE TRUE CHURCH 

i. MATT. 15:13 – People today need to learn what Naaman learned there is no substitute for truth.

ii. JN. 8:32 – The Bible says that only the truth will set us free!

iii. JN. 17:17 – Not your truth or my truth but the truth that comes from the word of God.

13. NAAMAN LEARNED THERE WAS A BLESSING IN OBEDIENCE -  

a. 2 KINGS 5:14 – Naaman had to realize, recognize, accept and obey God’s way or he would not be cured of his leprosy.

14. COMPARISON – PEOPLE TODAY MUST LEARN THERE IS BLESSINGS IN OBEDIENCE – to the Lord – JN. 14:6 – “I am the way the truth and the life no man comes to the father but by me.”

a. HEAR – ROM. 10:17, MATT. 7:24
b. BELIEVE – JN. 8:24
c. REPENT – LUKE 13:3, 5
d. CONFESS – ROM. 10:9-10
e. BAPTISM – MARK 16:16; ACTS 2:38
f. MATT. 7:21 – Like Naaman people today need to learn that to receive the blessings of God we must obey Him.

CONCLUSION – WE want to close the lesson with two questions:

1. What would Naaman have taken with him had he not washed himself 7 times in the river Jordan?  HIS LEPROSY!
2. What will you take with you, if you do not believe and obey the gospel of Christ?  YOUR SINS.
Do not make the same mistake that others are making today obey the gospel!!!!!!!!!!!  

