PERSEVERANCE

EPHESIANS 6:18 TEXT
INTRODUCTION – We often face obstacles in life and it has been said that those who persevere will be successful.  It took Thomas Edison many tries before successfully making a light bulb, but in spite of his setbacks he persevered until he was successful.

The word perseverance only appears one time in the KJV but in newer translations it appears more often.  I will be using the NKJV and the word perseverance appears in 8 verses.  In our text the word is used – EPH. 6:18 - praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints-- 
The Greek word translated perseverance means endurance and continuance and we can see from the verse in Ephesians Paul is urging the Christians there to be watchful to the end with endurance and continuance.

PERSEVERNCE:
1. SCRIPTURES EXHORT US TO PERSEVERE – 
A. HOW?  By continuing in the will of God

a. JAMES 1:22-25 – We must continue in the word of God.

b. ACTS 14:21-22 – Not enough to just obey the gospel and become a Christian we must continue in the faith.

c. COL. 1:21-23 – We can be holy and blameless in his sight if we continue in the faith

d. 1 TIM. 4:16 – If we are to continue in the faith we must of necessity continue in the doctrine of Christ

B. WHY? So we can endure to the end even in the face of temptation.
a. 2 TIM. 3:10 – Paul is telling us his situation is not unique we will all suffer persecution if we live godly lives because the devil is trying to get us to fall.

b. JAMES 5:10-12 – Who is counted blessed? Those who endure to the end in spite of everything life throws at them.
c. JAMES 1:12- There is a reward for those who persevere.

d. REV. 2:10 – Persevering to the end could cost us our life.

2. SIMILAR TERMS FOR PERSEVERANCE – 
A. Steadfast – 1 COR. 15:58 – Be steadfast unmovable – settled, secure, immovable especially in regard to our moral standing.

B. Faithful – MATT. 25:19-21 – The ones recognized as faithful by the Lord had continued in using their talent and ability that God had given to them.
C. Obedient – HEB. 5:8-9 – Jesus is only the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey him.

D. Take heed – HEB. 3:12-14 – We have to hold on until the end.

E. Keep – JUDE 21 – We must keep ourselves in the love of God

F. Overcome - REV. 2:7 John wrote to the church at Ephesus that only those who overcome will be able to eat of the tree of life.

G. Abide – JN. 15:9 – We must abide or continue in the love of Christ. – The word abide is in the present tense meaning we must constantly be abiding in the love of Christ not just at times when it is convenient for us.
3. THINGS THAT HINDER PERSEVERANCE – The parable of the sower list some things that hinder perseverance

A. MATT. 13:19 – A lack of understanding – I don’t see why I need to be baptized. I don’t see why we can’t have instrumental music.  I don’t see why we have to partake of the Lord’s Supper each first day of the week.  The devil (the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown) is behind people not persevering.
B. MATT. 13:21 – Tribulation – As long as there are no challenges to my faith I am fine but when problems arise I cannot persevere.
C. MATT. 13:22 – LUKE 8:14 - The cares/riches/pleasures of this world which includes materialism choke out the word. Worried about what kind of job we have and what our salary will be next year if we get a raise or promotion, what kind of car we drive, what size house we live in, how big of a boat we have or where we will go on vacation.

4. WHAT HAPPENS TO THOSE WHO DO NOT PERSEVERE?
A. LUKE 9:62 – No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back – if we look back we will go back.

B. 2 PET. 2:20-22 – It would have been better for them to have not known the way of righteousness than having known it to turn from it.

C. HEB. 5:11-14 – We are either making spiritual progress or we are regressing there is no middle ground.

D. 2 PET. 1:5-11 – We can make sure we continue to the end if we add these virtues to our faith.

CONCLUSION – 

God’s blessings are only reserved for those who persevere.

MATT. 10:22 - And you will be hated by all for My name's sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved.
We cannot draw back or retreat into the world and please God.

HEB. 10:38-39 - Now the just shall live by faith; But if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him."  39 But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul. 
How are we doing?  GAL. 6:9 – And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.
