PERSONAL WORKING CHRISTIANS

MATTHEW 9:35-38

INTRODUCTION – If the church is to grow today there is a great need for Christians to become engaged in the teaching of the gospel.  Christ realized the need for personal working Christians – MATT. 9:35-38 - Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. 36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. 37 Then He said to His disciples, "The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 38 Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest." 

How do we define a personal working Christian – They could simply be defined as one who works even when others are not looking – MATT. 6:1-4 - Jesus condemned those who did their work to receive the praise of men - "Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2 Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 3 But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly. 
We need to realize it is the individual’s responsibility to teach others – HEB. 5:12-14 – For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 

Even understanding the need to one day become a teacher we still might ask, “Why does God require us to be personal working Christians?”

God requires us to be personal working Christians because of:

1) RESPECTABILITY – 

A. Because we have respect for the master – Jesus – LUKE 5:1-8 – Simon 

obeyed the voice of Christ because He spoke with authority - So it was, as 
the multitude pressed about Him to hear the word of God, that He stood 
by the Lake of Gennesaret, 2 and saw two boats standing by the lake; but 
the fishermen had gone from them and were washing their nets. 3 Then 
He got into one of the boats, which was Simon's, and asked him to put 
out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught the multitudes 
from the boat. 4 When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, 
"Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch." 5 But 
Simon answered and said to Him, "Master, we have toiled all night and 
caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net." 6 
And when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and 
their net was breaking. 7 So they signaled to their partners in the other 
boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so 
that they began to sink. 8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at 
Jesus' knees, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!"
B. This same master - Jesus - tells us to labor in His vineyard – MATT. 20:1-
8 – Notice the fact that the Lord of the vineyard was hiring laborers all day long even until the last hour, this signifies the great amount of work there is to be accomplished in the vineyard - "For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 Now when he had agreed with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And he went out about the third hour and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.' So they went. 5 Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did likewise. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing idle, and said to them, 'Why have you been standing here idle all day?' 7 "They said to him, 'Because no one hired us.' He said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right you will receive.' 8 "So when evening had come, the owner of the vineyard said to his steward, 'Call the laborers and give them their wages, beginning with the last to the first.
C. Jesus told His disciples to go to work spreading the gospel – MK. 16:15-
16 – they were given the great commission to go into all the world – And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned
D. We can see the apostles obeyed the great commission and taught the gos-

pel of Christ – ACTS 2:41 -Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.
ACTS 5:42 - And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 
E. We need to follow the example of Jesus, that even as a youth he under-

Stood the importance of being actively involved in His Father’s business – LUKE 2:49 – We need to get involved in our Father’s business - And He said to them, "Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father's business?"
2) RESPONSIBILITY – 

A. God wants us to learn to be responsible and accept the responsibility of 

teaching others – LUKE 14:16-24 – Notice the urgency of those inviting people to this great supper – The Lord said to compel them to come in – be persistent, if you ask enough people some one will eventually say yes - Then He said to him, "A certain man gave a great supper and invited many, 17 and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, 'Come, for all things are now ready.' 18 But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.' 19 And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have me excused.' 20 Still another said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.' 21 So that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house, being angry, said to his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind.' 22 And the servant said, 'Master, it is done as you commanded, and still there is room.' 23 Then the master said to the servant, 'Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 24 For I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall taste my supper.' " 
B. In order for us to have a sense of urgency in regard to personal work and our responsibility we must realize its importance – Look at the first century Christians – ACTS - 8:1-4 – the disciples that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word - Now Saul was consenting to his death. At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 3 As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every house, and dragging off men and women, committing them to prison. 4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.
C. It is also a responsible way to use our time – EPH. 5:15-17 – How much time in a day do you waste? See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
Also God requires us to be personal working Christians because of:

3) EXCITABILITY – 

A. The excitability of viewing new converts – LUKE 15:4-7 – Seeing one

escape spiritual death unto life is indeed a joyous occasion.  What man of 
you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does 
not 
leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is 
lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his 
shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his 
friends and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have 
found 
my sheep which was lost!' 7 I say to you that likewise there will 
be more 
joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine just 
persons who need no repentance. Also note vs, 

8-10 – in order to save the lost we have to light our candle and clean up our house - "Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls her friends and neighbors together, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece which I lost!' 10 Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 
B. Be excited to let our light shine – MATT. 5:14-16 – If we want to bring

men out of darkness we must let our light so shine – Light house  - You 
are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 
Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, 
and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father 
in heaven. 
God also requires us to be personal working Christians of the:

4) SENSIBILITY – 

A. It just makes good sense to lead others to Christ, because by doing so we

bear fruit – JN. 15:1- 8 – Fruit bears after its own kind –

Peach tree/ peaches – Christian / Christian - "I am the true vine, and My 
Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit 
He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may 
bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I 
have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless 
you abide in Me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides 
in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do 
nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch 
and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and 
they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you 
will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My 
Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 
B. If we respect Jesus we will bear fruit and receive a reward – MK. 10:28-30  - The reward is eternal life - " Then Peter began to say to Him, "See, we have left all and followed You." 29 So Jesus answered and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel's, 30 who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time--houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions--and in the age to come, eternal life.
C. We are to be fishers of men – even as Jesus told Peter and Andrew – MATT. 4:19 – “ Follow me and I will make you fishers of men” – In order to catch fish you have to go where the fish are, you can’t catch’em at home

God would also require us to be personal working Christians because of the:

5) DESIREABILTY – 

A. We should desire to see people saved and going to heaven – ROM. 10:1 –

We should have the same desire as the apostle Paul expressed in the letter to the church at Rome - Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved.
B. John describes the bliss of heaven – REV. 21:1-7 – If we visit a beautiful

place we will share that experience with others- Why not share the beauty that awaits us in heaven - Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. 2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away." 5 Then He who sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all things new." And He said to me, "Write, for these words are true and faithful." 6 And He said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. 7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son.
We should also be personal working Christians because of the:

6) DESTRUCTABILITY – 

A. We need to warn people of the destruction that waits in Hell – LK. 16:19-31 – Notice the rich man wanted his family warned - "There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. 20 But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 21 desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 Then he cried and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.' 25 But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. 26 And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.' 27 Then he said, 'I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father's house, 28 for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.' 29 Abraham said to him, 'They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.' 30 And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' 31 But he said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.' " 
B. We also need to strive to reach those who have erred in the faith – GAL.
6:1 – It is our responsibility to strive to restore those who have erred in the faith - Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.
Notice the horrible ending for them if they are not restored – 2 PET. 2:20-22 - For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: "A dog returns to his own vomit," and, "a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire." 
C. Hell is described as a terrible place – MATT. 25:41 - "Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels
And finally God requires us to be personal working Christians because it reminds us of our:

7) ACCOUNTABILITY – 

A. We will be held accountable for the talents we have and if we have used 

them properly – MATT. 25:14-30 – The man with one talent was not

condemned because he had only one talent, but because he did not use it for the Lord - "For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. 15 And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. 16 Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. 17 And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. 18 But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord's money. 19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, 'Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.' 21 "His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.' 22 "He also who had received two talents came and said, 'Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.' 23 "His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.' 24 "Then he who had received the one talent came and said, 'Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.' 26 "But his lord answered and said to him, 'You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. 27 So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest. 28 Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 
B. Let us fully realize that we will give an account to God – 2 COR. 5: 10-11 – Paul said realizing that he would give an account unto God and knowing the terror of the Lord he strove to persuade men to become Christians - For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 11 Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences. 
CONCLUSION –  

If you are here today and are not a Christian we want to offer you God’s invitation, so you can become a child of God today if that is your desire.


If you are a Christian what work have you been doing for the Lord?  Have you been meeting your obligation to be a personal worker for Jesus in his vineyard – the kingdom – the church.  If not repent and get busy!

