PLEASE EXCUSE ME

LUKE 14:16-35 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Just as Jesus described in text many today want to be excused from what they should be doing for God.

In the Day of Judgment people will offer many excuses, but they will hear excuse denied by the great judge Jesus.

Let’s examine some of these excuses in our lesson.

EXCUSES:

1. IGNORANCE – Lord please excuse me I never knew you were the creator of this universe in which we live.

a. ROM. 1:20-25 – God has manifested himself unto us, so that we are without excuse.

2. LAZINESS – Lord please excuse my laziness.

a. MATT. 23:1-4 – We have a lot of Christians that are just like the scribes and Pharisees.  They are all talk and no walk.  Talking Christians, yet they are unwilling to take action.

3. LANGUAGE – Lord please excuse “my French.”

a. MATT. 12:34-37 – We cannot make excuses for our language our words either condemn or justify.  Jokes, stories, and euphuisms.  

4. IMMODEST APPARREL – Lord please excuse me because I lived in Florida and it was so hot that I was sure you would not mind me being under dressed so I could remain cool.

a. 1 TIM. 2:8-10 – Does our dress profess godliness?  Genesis account Adam and Eve wore fig leaves sown together (GEN. 3:7) and later God clothed them with coats of animal skins (GEN. 3:21) in God’s eyes they were not clothed.

5. IDOLATRY – Lord please excuse my idolatry.  Any thing that can take the place of our service to God can become our idol.

a. 1 COR. 10:14 – Instead of fleeing idolatry we seek to serve our idol.

6. BIGOTRY – Lord please excuse my prejudice.

a. JAMES 2:1-9 – God is no respecter of persons and neither should we be.  

7. PERVERSION – Please excuse my perversion of the gospel.

a. GAL. 1:6-9 – Will God excuse anyone who perverts the gospel?

8. INDIFFERENCE – Lord please excuse my indifference t the work of Christ?  Lord please excuse my indifference to the work of the Lord in Mary Esther. I know that I should have been faithful but…

a. 1 JN. 2:1-6 – Do you abide in Christ? Do you want him to abide in you?  Was Jesus indifferent?  If we are to walk as Christ walked we must live zealously – remember we will reap what we sow.   Just do not understand why the church is growing like it used to.  I.E. - Assemblies

9. SELFISHNESS – Lord please excuse my selfishness.

a. MATT. 6:19-24 – We are often so selfish that we only want to lay up treasure on earth and not in heaven.  We can only serve one master the selfish person tries to serve two.  I.E. – The little child with two toys and a playmate but is not willing to share.

10.  IMMORALITY – Lord please excuse my adulterous marriage.

a. 1 COR. 6:9-11 – Such were some of you.  No longer a thief, a drunkard, a homosexual, an idolater, but it is now OK for me to remain in an adulterous relationship.  If we are married to someone who does not have the right to marry that marriage is an adulterous act.  Note the reply of Christ – REV. 21:8
11.  REBELLION – Many children of God will ask God to excuse their rebellion to 

 His word and that they have chosen to go back into the world. – 1 JN. 2:15-17
a. 1 SAM. 15:22-24 – Rejecting the word of the Lord has serious consequences.  Note how God views rebellion.

12.  REJECTION – Lord please excuse my rejection of the gospel (Christ).  I just did not have time to study your precious word.

a. JN. 12:46-50 –Jesus will say excuse denied.

b. MATT. 25:41 – Note the reaction of Jesus to those who reject his word.

CONCLUSION – If we are wise we will listen to the words of Christ – MATT. 11:28 – “Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden.”

Our excuses show we have denied Christ – MATT. 10:32-33 – No excuses will be accepted on the Day if Judgment.  Are you prepared to meet God?

