PRAYER POINTERS
LUKE 11:1 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The disciples of the Lord requested for him to teach them to pray.  Do you need to learn how to pray?  Sure we all need to be better equipped so we can become more effective in our prayer life.  Do you want to become more effective in your ability to pray in the up coming year? The purpose of this lesson is to listen to the pointers given to us by the Lord in the scriptures so we can be more effective in communicating with God in prayer.

PRAYER POINTERS:

I. PRAY IN HIS NAME – 

A. MATT. 18:19-20 – To whom do we pray? We are to ask the Father. We make our petitions known to him.  Our problem is that we do not ask!!!   Can we improve in this area?
B. MATT. 7:7-11 – If we really want what God has to offer us as his children then we must ask, we must make a request.  I.E. – Children.  We must seek – what is involved in seeking? HEB. 11:6 – Faith.  Knock because I desire to be in the presence of someone – to gain entrance. Be persistent keep knocking – LUKE 18:1-7 – Men ought always to pray.
II. PRAY WITH A FORGIVING SPIRIT – 

A. MATT. 6:12, 14-15 – We must pray with the proper spirit of forgiveness in order for our sins to be forgiven.
B. MARK 11:25-26 – We can be forgiven (obtain mercy and the favor of God) but we must be willing to extend forgiveness and mercy to others.
C. MATT. 5:23-26 – Prayer is part of our worship to God.  How can we pray in a way that pleases God without being reconciled to our brother?   An unforgiving spirit will make our worship and service to God in vain. 
III. AVOID VAIN REPITION – 

A. MATT. 6:7 – Pray from the heart.   Let God know what you are feeling; what problems you are facing; the areas that you are weak and the strength you need to grow in faith and love.  I.E. – Husbands - as you talk to your wife each day is it always about the same thing?  No, the conversation changes in accordance with the circumstances you are faced with on that particular day.
B. LUKE 11:5-8 – All repetition is not vain.   It just shows we are persistent.  I.E. – Abraham praying for God to spare Sodom for the righteous – 50, 45, 40, 30, 20, 10 – GEN. 18:22-33
IV. PRAY IN SINCERITY – 

A. MATT. 6:5-6 – We will see the blessings and rewards of prayer if we pray sincerely.   If we pray to be seen of men then we are as the hypocrites.  Do you have a time to pray?
B. LUKE 18:11-13 – Do we need the mercy of God?   Then how should we approach God in prayer?   Attitude of self righteousness or an attitude of humility.  Notice from this parable Jesus taught us how to be exalted.
V. PRAY WITH THE SPIRIT, UNDERSTANDING, AND TRUTH –

A. JN. 4:22-24 – True worshippers must worship in spirit and truth.  Are our prayers offered with the proper spirit (motive – attitude) and according to the truth (the will of God)? 
B. ACTS 2:42 – Example of what the first century Christians did.  Prayer was an important part of their lives.  It should be an important part of our life – is it?
C. ACTS 12:5, 12-17 – The church prayed for Peter.   They met for this specific purpose.  We need to understand the power of prayer.  It is often underestimated by Christians today.
VI. PRAY WITH WATCHFULNESS – 

A. LUKE 21:34-36 – What prohibits us from praying as we should?  Oftentimes it is because we get weighed down with the things of this life.  Watch and pray!!!
B. MATT. 26:40-41 – Praying with watchfulness prevents falling to temptation.   Did the disciples watch and pray?  No and what was the result?
VII. PRAY ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD – 

A. LUKE 22:42 – Example of Christ praying in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
B. MATT.8:1-3 – The leper realized if it was the will of the Lord he could be made clean.
VIII. PRAY IN FAITH – BELIEVING – 

A. MATT. 21:21-22 – We must ask in faith and believe.  When you pray, how do you ask in faith or with doubt?  Do we doubt the power of God?  Do we doubt the providence of God?
B. 1 JN. 3:22 – We display our faith by our obedience to his commandments.
C. HEB. 4:16 – How do we approach God?  Do we come boldly to his throne of grace?
CONCLUSION – 
How is our prayer life?  

Can we improve our prayer life this year?

Hopefully we will ponder the points given to us thru the scriptures and increase the voice of our faith.
