PRINCIPLES OF PRAYER

Introduction

Definition – Vines “Prayer” – to beseech, to ask, to desire, to call to one’s aid – used in reference to God.  Have you ever thought about why God, the Creator of this earth, the heavens, the universe, desires for man to talk to Him?  David – Psalms 8:4 – God gave man dominion over the creation so He longs to communicate with us.

1. What is prayer:

A. Man’s way of making requests to God – Psalms 5:1-3

B. Man’s way of giving thanks to God – Psalms 105:1

C. Man’s avenue of  communication to God – 

    Hebrews 4:15-16

2. Is prayer needful?

A. Important enough that Jesus taught His disciples – Matt. 6:9-13

B. Proper for any occasion – Phil. 4:6

C. Instructed to be diligent in prayer – I Thess. 5:17,

Col. 4:2 – Example:  David – Psalms 88:1-2

3. Do God’s faithful pray?

A. Jesus – His Son – Luke 6:12

B. Daniel – Daniel 6:10

C. Early Christians – Acts 2:41-42

4. Will God answer our prayers?

A. Ask without doubting – I Tim. 2:8

B. Ask according to His will – I John 5:14-15

C. Must be persistent – Genesis 18:23-32  Luke 18:1-5

1. Yes – David – Psalms 40:1

2. No – Moses – Deut. 3:23-27; Paul – II Cor. 12:8-9

3. Wait a while – Jer. 42:1-7 – 10 days later

i.e., Rose bush planted – it takes a while to view the rose

SEVEN PRINCIPLES OF ACCEPTABLE PRAYER

1. You can’t receive if you don’t ask.

A. God knows our need but our asking shows our priorities – Matt. 7:7-11

B. Example of Jesus – Matt. 14:23, Mark 1:35

2. Ask as a righteous man

A. Not to be seen of men – Matt. 6:6 – Hypocrite

B. As a child of God striving to walk in light – I Pet. 3:12,

James 5:16

C. God hates some prayers – Prov. 28:9; 15:9

D. God blesses those who keep His commands – 

I John 3:22-23

3. Ask according to His will 

A. Example of Solomon – II Chron. 1:7, 10-12

B. Example of Jesus – Matt. 26:39-44

4. Ask in the name of Christ

A. Jesus’ instructions to disciples – John 14:13-15

B. Christ is our intercessor and mediator – Rom. 8:34,

I Tim. 2:5, Heb. 7:25

5. Ask in faith

A. Instructions from inspired writer – James 1:6-7

B. Example – Peter – Acts 9:40

6. Ask for definite things

A. Be specific – Luke 11:11-12

B. Example – Church – Acts 12:5, 11-12

7. Ask with a thankful heart

A. Tell God thank you – Phil. 4:6-7  Luke 17:11-17

B. Example – Paul and Silas – Acts 16:25

Conclusion

Paul and Silas were able to sing and pray in such dire circumstances because they understood the blessing they enjoyed in Christ.  

They realized that even in the conditions of being imprisoned and in stocks, no man could take from them blessing in Christ, such as:

Forgiveness of Sins – Do you enjoy that today?

Promise of Heavenly home – Where will you spend eternity?

God Took Care of them and supplied their needs – Are you constantly fretting over the cares of this world?

I Peter 5:6-7 – Humble yourself under the might hand of God that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He careth for you.

