PRIVATE WORSHIP
ACTS 24:14-16 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – ACTS 24:14-16 - But this I confess to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect, so I worship the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the Law and in the Prophets. 15 I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, that there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust. 16 This being so, I myself always strive to have a conscience without offense toward God and men
As we read our text Paul confesses that he worships God. Since he was always striving to have a good conscience void of offense do you think the only time he worshipped God was when he was in a public assembly? Paul’s worship did not end just because the public worship service was over, and neither should that be the case for us as Christians. As Christians we should offer our worship to God daily.
PRIVATE WORSHIP: 

I. AVAILABLE – I can hear some saying now I do not have the time for private worship.  The wonderful thing about private worship is that no matter what the circumstance we find our self in we can take advantage of this kind of worship.

A. ACTS 16:25 – Paul and Silas were in prison yet they worshipped God.  What if we were cast into prison?  It could happen some day.
B. HEB. 11:21 – Jacob worshipped the Lord when he was dying.  He leaned on his staff and worshipped God.  God grants every Christian time and opportunity to worship him privately.

II. SECRET – Much of this type of worship (private) can be offered in secret.
A. MATT. 6:6 – Prayer is part of worship and it can be offered in secret.

B. JN. 19:38-40 – Joseph of Arimathea secretly was a follower and disciple of Christ.

C. MATT. 10:40-42 – Jesus says it may be our lot to render kindness to some and often times this is done privately and in secret without the knowledge of others.  No one will ever know but you the person you helped and God.

III. DISCERNMENT – Practice makes perfect. 
A. HEB. 5:12-14 – The more hours we spend studying God’s word alone the greater our ability becomes to discern between good and evil. 
B. PSA. 119:104 – Able to better discern truth from error.

C. MAL. 3:13-18 – Israel left the faithful service of God so they were punished.

D. MAL. 1:13-14 – They became weary in their worship and service to God.

IV. INDIVIDUAL – Do not need others.

A. JAMES 5:13 – If any be merry let him sing psalms.

B. MARK 1:35 – Jesus is supreme example when it comes to private worship.   Jesus is teaching us private worship is something we must do ourselves it cannot be offered by others for me.

C. PHIL. 2:12 – Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.

D. PHIL. 2:25-30 – Epaphroditus nearly died because of private worship and service to God.
V. GENUINENESS – When we worship God privately it shows sincerity and genuineness. 

A. MATT. 6:1-8 – The entire emphasis of this passage is to show the hypocrisy of the Pharisees in their public worship.  We cannot determine absolutely when we are worshipping publicly whether the worship is genuine or not.  But if a Christian worships God privately this would certainly show sincerity.
B. 1 PET. 1:7 – Can our faith actually be proven to be genuine if the only time we worship God and think about him is the time of the public assemblies? By  engaging in private worship we give praise, honor, and glory to Jesus Christ.

VI. PRIVILEGE – We must recognize it is a privilege to worship God.

A. JAMES 5:13 – The word “let” suggests a privilege.  Singing songs of praise is a great privilege and opportunity given to us by God.  We can sing in our car we and we can sing in the shower.

B. 1 THESS. 5:17 – Prayer is one of our greatest unused and unappreciated privileges.

C. 2 COR. 9:7 – We have the opportunity to give, do we take advantage of it. 

VII. ASSISTANCE – Anytime we assist others we are worshipping God.

A. MATT. 25:31-46 – Anytime we help others we are engaging in worship.  We have these opportunities daily in our lives but do we take advantage of them.  They are opportunities to worship God privately.

B. 1 JN. 3:16-18 – Individual acts of benevolence toward our brethren are part of our private worship.  Anytime we assist our brethren we are worshipping God and giving glory to his Son and our savior Jesus Christ.  If we fail to worship God privately then we will be in danger of hell fire.
CONCLUSION – 

How does God view your worship of him?

Are you satisfied with your private worship to God?

If not, then repent!!!  Obey the gospel today!!!
