PROMISES OF GOD – 10
2 PETER 1:2-4
INTRODUCTION – Today we are going to study another lesson on the promises of God.  2 PET. 1:2-4 - Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
During our study today we are going to look at some of these great and precious promises God has given to us concerning peace.

Definition – promise – Webster – One’s pledge to another to do or not to do something, specifically a declaration which gives a person to whom it is made the right to expect the performance of the specified act.
The purpose of our lesson today is to look at the promises of God concerning peace.

PROMISES OF GOD IN REGARD TO PEACE – 

I. MEN SEEK PEACE – Since the beginning of time men have sought for peace in the physical realm.

A. DEUT. 20:10-12 – Men have always tried to avoid conflict with other men if it was possible.

B. JOSH. 9:3-5, 15 – Men seek peace for different reasons but it is often sought by those who fear for their lives.   They feel as if their lives and the lives of their family are in danger.

C. 1 KINGS 5:7-12 - When men make peace they often enter into a treaty just as Hiram and Solomon did.

D. PSA. 34:14 – God thru hi word urges men to depart from evil and seek peace – I.E. – Taliban members were filmed and they said they would be willing to lay down their arms if their safety could be guaranteed.

E. PSA. 37:37 – Only the blameless and upright man will obtain peace.

F. HEB. 12:14 – Why is it important to seek peace?   The Hebrew writer gives us the answer.

II. GOD PROVIDES PEACE – 
A. PSA. 29:11 – God has always provided and blessed his people with peace.

B. PROV. 3:1-2 – How do we obtain the peace of God?  By keeping his commandments and not forgetting his instructions to us.

C. ISA. 9:6 – The prophet speaks of the peace that God would provide for us thru his Son.  We are instructed to hear him – MATT. 17:5
D. ISA. 48:17-18 – God provides peace for us but man often rejects it.

E. LUKE 2:8-14 – The prince of peace was born to bring to the earth peace and goodwill.

F. EPH. 2:11-18 – The sacrifice of the body of Christ the shedding of his blood provides us the opportunity to be at peace with God.  We can be reconciled (be at peace) with God.

G. COL. 1:20 – If Christ had refused to shed his blood for us we could have never been reconciled to God, but because he did we can be at peace with God.
III. FRUIT OF PEACE – 

A. ROM. 5:1 – Only a Christian can experience the fruit of peace because they have been justified by faith.

B. ROM. 8:6 – The Christian (spiritually minded person) enjoys life and peace.   The abundant life is available only to those in Christ. 

C. ROM. 15:13 – The life of a Christian is filled with joy and peace.   When we are filled with joy and peace there is no room for wickedness, evil and sin. And we can overcome our adversary.

D. ROM. 16:19-20 – How? The Lord is on our side and just as he delivered the children of Israel from their enemies he can also deliver his people today!

E. 2 TIM. 2:22 – The fruit of the Spirit is peace as mentioned in Galatians 5:22.   It is something we must pursue as we call on the Lord with a pure heart.
F. ROM. 14:19 – Why pursue peace?   Because it places us in a position where as long as we are pursuing peace we can others and be edified ourselves.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you at peace with God?

God provides peace for us thru his Son.

As a Christian – Do you pursue peace?

Are you bearing the fruit of peace in your life?

