PROMISES OF GOD  - HOW DO WE SECURE THEM?
HEBREWS 10:23 - TEXT

INTRODUCTION –   In previous lessons we have looked at some of the promises of God and have witnessed how God is always faithful to keep his promises – HEB. 10:23 The purpose of this lesson is for us to understand how we can secure the many promises that are mentioned in the Bible.  In order to come to a clearer view of how God deals with us in regard to his promise we need to note that promises come in two categories.  The first type of promise is what we might call an absolute or unconditional promise.  These promises are unconnected with the requirement of anything from the person to whom the promise is given.  I.E. - God provided man with the plan and means to justify and reconcile him – ROM. 5:18 – We could not do one thing to provide the forgiveness of our sins apart from the grace of God and his revealing of his scheme for redeeming man.  This is an absolute promise another example is HEB. 13:5 – I will never leave you or forsake you.   When in the history of man has God utterly forsaken him?
The second type of promise is a conditional promise – which is a promise that is dependent upon its fulfillment if certain requirements are carried out.  Let’s look at Israel for an example – 2 KINGS 21:8f – If we only read the first part of the promise it sounds as if Israel will never leave their land but notice the second part of the verse 2 KINGS 21:8ff – here is where the condition is given for them.  Did the people comply with the promise?  The answer is no – 2 KINGS 21:12-15 - so as a result of not complying with the promise the people were eventually taken into bondage.
The tragedy is that so many of the wonderful promises of God are not secured because of sin, unbelief, and disobedience.  So we pose the question, “How do we secure the promise of God?”  In the course of our lesson we will see the promise of God are secured by faith, obedience and prayer.
SECURING THE PROMISES OF GOD:

I. POSSESSED BY FAITH – If we desire to secure the blessings of the promises of God we can only do so by living by faith.

A. GAL. 3:22 – Salvation is available to all but is only given to those willing to believe.  Note verses 24-27 faith prompts action.

B. HEB. 6:11-12 – All who ever received the promises of God did so by faith and patient endurance.
C. HEB. 11:32-33 – All those mentioned in Hebrews chapter 11 obtained the promises as a result of their faith.  Remember without faith we cannot please God – HEB. 11:6
D. ROM. 4:19-20 – Abraham was not weak in faith and what was the result.

E. LUKE 1:11-20 – Zacharias refused to believe the promise of God and what was the result?
F. JAMES 2:20 – While promises of God are obtained by faith that does not allow us to be lazy – I.E.  God promised and provided manna from heaven but the people still had to gather it daily.

II. PROVEN BY OBEDIENCE – We cannot physically walk without two legs.  It is the same in our spiritual walk. Faith and obedience are the two legs Christians walk with.
A. GEN. 2:8-9, 15-17 – The tree of life and tree of the knowledge of good and evil were in the garden and promises were connected to both. What did man choose to do?  Man chose to disobey.    Obedience is stressed though out the bible.

B. 1 SAM. 15:22 – God demands that we obey if we are to receive his blessings.  I.E. – Saul had the kingdom taken from his family.  Why?  Disobedience
C. JER. 7:23-24 – Israel rejected the correction and instructions of God.  What will happen to us if we do the same as the children of God today?

D. 1 JN. 2:3 – We prove that we know God by our obedience.

E. JN. 15:10 – We prove that we love God by our obedience

F. JN. 13:17 – In the teaching of Jesus on humility the Lord associated our joy and happiness as being dependent upon obedience.

III. PRESENTED IN PRAYER – We can take the great promises of God and turn them into prayers.  The promise and the fulfillment of them are the Lord’s part but the request and petition to have these promise rest upon you and me.  Are we lacking in prayer on our part?
A. EZK. 36:36-37 – God had promised he would do this but said Israel would inquire of him to do it.  I.E. – Promise to a child.  Will that child remind you of that promise?  YES!!!
B. PSA. 119:25, 28, 41, 58, 76, 107, 116, 149, 154, 169-170 – Note David was making petition to God in prayer according to the promises in the word of God.  David was persuaded of the promises of God and so he made his plea to God based on those promises.

C. 1 JN. 1:5-10 – God promises to those who are his children that we can continue to walk in the light if (conditional) when we sin we acknowledge our sin and turn from it and confess it.  We have to pray to lay hold and secure this promise of God.
D. ACTS 8:13-24 – I.E. of Simon asking Peter to praying for him so he might obtain forgiveness.  Do we take advantage of this promise of God that if we repent and pray we will be forgiven?
E. HEB. 13:5 – The Bible states the promise that God will never leave us or forsake us.  Do we take advantage of the fact that God is always waiting to hear from us as his children?  Do we take advantage of this promise? Only if we humble ourselves and go to God in prayer.  It should be our desire to live a life that is always pleasing to his will.

CONCLUSION – 

Have you secured the promises of God in your life?

You do so by faith, obedience and petitioning God in prayer.
The promise of salvation and forgiveness is available. 

Take advantage of these promises today!!

