PUBLIC WORSHIP OF GOD
MATTHEW 4:8-10 –TEXT
INTRODUCTION – 

MATT. 4:8-10 - Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to Him, "All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me." 10 Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.' "
In Matthew chapter 4 the temptation of Christ by Satan is recorded for us in the scriptures.  In Satan’s last attempt to entrap Jesus and get him to sin he offers him all the kingdoms of the world if Jesus would fall down and worship him.  Notice the answer given by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, “It is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God and Him only shall thou serve.”  The only service we are to give belongs to God.  One of the ways we serve God is thru our public worship.

The scripture is very clear that there are two elements necessary in order for our worship to be pleasing to God – JN. 4:23-24- But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 
We cannot have one and leave the other one out.  Truth without the proper spirit is still not true worship and service to God.  Also when it comes to public worship all things must be done decently and in order – 1 COR. 14:40 - Let all things be done decently and in order. – They were having problems at the church in Corinth with their public worship things were getting out of hand.

We must also have divine authority for everything we do in regard to our public worship – COL. 3:17 - And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 
In our lesson today we want to study about some very important considerations.

VERY IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS IN REGARD TO WORSHIP:
1. VERY CAUTIOUS
A. ECCL. 5:1-6 – Solomon warned about going to the house of God – to be cautious.

B. LEV. 10:1-2 – Nadab and Abihu were reckless - Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the LORD, which He had not commanded them. 2 So fire went out from the LORD and devoured them, and they died before the LORD. 
C. DEUT. 6:12-15 - then beware, lest you forget the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. 13 You shall fear the LORD your God and serve Him, and shall take oaths in His name. 14 You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples who are all around you 15(for the LORD your God is a jealous God among you), lest the anger of the LORD your God be aroused against you and destroy you from the face of the earth. 

2. VERY SERIOUS
A. GEN. 22:1-12 – READ - Abraham said he and Isaac were going to worship.
B. ROM. 12:1-2 - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
C. 1 PET. 4:7 – Since we live in the last days we should be very serious about our worship - But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers.
3. VERY SINCERE
A. PSA. 96:1-9 – The psalmist was sincere in their praise and devotion given to God.
B. LUKE 18:10-14 - Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 'God, I thank You that I am not like other men--extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.' 13 And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!' 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 
C. PHIL. 1:8-10 – Paul wanted all who served God to do so with sincerity - For God is my witness, how greatly I long for you all with the affection of Jesus Christ. 9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, 10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ,
4. VERY REVERENT
A. PSA. 111:7-10 – God alone is reverend – holy - The works of His hands are verity and justice; All His precepts are sure. 8 They stand fast forever and ever, And are done in truth and uprightness. 9 He has sent redemption to His people; He has commanded His covenant forever: Holy and reverend (awesome) is His name. 10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do His commandments. His praise endures forever.
B. HEB. 12:28-29 - Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 29 For our God is a consuming fire.
C. ACTS 5:1-11 – READ - Ananias and Saphira did not hold God in reverence – Notice the result of their lack of reverence – great fear came upon the church.  No one else was offering gifts to God haphazardly.
5. VERY EMOTIONAL
A. JAMES 5:13-16 – Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.
B. ACTS 18:24-28 - Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. 25 This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 So he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately. 27 And when he desired to cross to Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him; and when he arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through grace; 28 for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ. 

6. VERY THANKFUL
A. COL. 2:6-7 - As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
B. REV. 7:11-12 - All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, Be to our God forever and ever. Amen." 

C. LUKE 17:15-19 - And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16 and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan. 17 So Jesus answered and said, "Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? 18 Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?" 19 And He said to him, "Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well." 

7. VERY CHEERFUL
A. 2 COR. 9:6-7 – Everything we give in service to God must be done with a cheerful heart - But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 
B. ACTS 3:1-10 – READ - Lame man at the temple healed – Notice his reaction – Was he happy? Was he cheerful?
C. EPH. 2:8-10 – We were crippled by sin and God thru his grace can make us whole again – Are we cheerful?  Do we appreciate what Christ did for us on the cross of Calvary? - For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 
D. PSA. 122:1 - I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go into the house of the LORD." 

CONCLUSION – Brethren we need to beware lest we drift into a pattern of worship that is not pleasing to God, it is not offered in spirit and truth.  HEB. 3:12-13 - Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; 13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called "Today," lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.
Always remember the children of Israel hardened their hearts against God and did not serve Him and we can too!!!

