RAPTURE – WILL THERE BE ONE?

1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-18 - TEXT

INTRODUCTION - 
It is not uncommon to hear people carry on discussions about the 2nd coming of Christ.  Oftentimes in these discussions the term “rapture” is mentioned. Its not uncommon to see a bumper sticker with the slogan ... 

“In case of Rapture this car will be unoccupied.” The term RAPTURE stands for the so-called coming of the millennial reign of Christ on the earth.  
The word RAPTURE comes from the Latin, rapiemur, which means to “take away” or “snatch out.” It is interesting to note that this word is not found in the Bible.

The doctrine of the RAPTURE in all its complexities is still fairly simple …It can be summed up in a relatively few words - “Supposedly, at some future time, Jesus will secretly return to earth and resurrect the righteous dead (not wicked).  These saints will be "raptured" to a place of peace for a period of seven years, during which time there is great tribulation upon the earth.  At the end of this time Jesus will come, lead his people to victory in the battle of Armageddon, establish his kingdom, and reign for a 1,000 years on the earth before the final Judgment.” 
Is this statement true and does the bible teach there will be a rapture?  Let’s examine the scriptures and see if they affirm or deny the “rapture.”
The main proof text they use for teaching about the rapture is: 
1 THESS. 4:13-18

 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

The main proof text for this DOCTRINE, also serves as the main text upon which to refute it's errors ...  The very text they use to prove Jesus does not come to earth the first time (he comes quietly and secretly to get his disciples) for a seven year period of time but will later come and set up his kingdom for a 1000 years at his second 2nd coming which would make it three if my math is correct.
Students of the Bible, upon investigation, will reject the doctrine of the RAPTURE as false for a number of reasons:

1. RAPTURE TEACHES A QUIET or SECRET 2ND COMING –

A. 1 COR. 15:50-52 - Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
B. 1 THESS. 4:16 - For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.
C. REV. 1:7 - Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. 
2. TWO FUTURE COMINGS OF CHRIST – 

A. 1 THESS. 4:13- 5:11 – Read

B. 2 THESS. 1:8-10 - in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed.
3. RAPTURE TEACHES A 7 YEAR TRIBULATION – 
A. 2 PET. 3:10-18 - But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
4. RAPTURE TEACHES TWO RESURRECTIONS (3) – 

A. JN. 5:28-29 - Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice 29 and come forth--those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. 
B. JN. 6:39-40 - This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day. 40 And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day.
C. JN. 6:44 - No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day.
D. ACTS 24:15 - I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, that there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.
5. RAPTURE TEACHES THE 2ND COMING OF CHRIST AND JUDGMENT ARE A 1000 YEARS APART – 
A. MATT. 13:47-50 - Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered some of every kind, 48 which, when it was full, they drew to shore; and they sat down and gathered the good into vessels, but threw the bad away. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come forth, separate the wicked from among the just, 50 and cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth."
B. MATT. 25:31-32 - When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.
C. ACTS 17:30-31 - Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead."
D. 2 COR. 5:10 - For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad
E. 2 TIM. 4:1 - I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom:
6. RAPTURE TEACHES A DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE CHURCH AND KINGDOM – 
A. MATT. 16:16-18 - "Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?" 14 So they said, "Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16 Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17 Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
B. ACTS 2:36-38 - "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
a. ACTS 2:41 - Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.  What were they added to?

b. ACTS 2:47 - praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. 

C. ACTS 8:12 - But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.
D. COL. 1:12-14 -  giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
E. REV. 1:9 - I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.
CONCLUSION – Is the doctrine taught about the rapture true to the word of God? No, the prophet of old told us – ISA. 55:8-9 -"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," says the LORD. "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts. 
One final question: – Why would anyone, once they had left this sin filled world to be with the Lord, WANT TO COME BACK to live here again for 1,000 years? 

Good friend ... once you have left this earth, there will be no coming back, even if you wanted to!

There will be no 2nd chance this life is all we have why don’t you choose to serve Jesus today and become a Christian.  After obeying the gospel we can live faithful,be prepared for death or the 2nd coming of Jesus, and then go home to be with the Lord.
