REACTIONS TO THE TRUTH


INTRODUCTION  - Jesus plainly states  the reason he came to this world – to bear witness to the truth – JN. 18:37-38 – Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? 
 CHARACTERISTICS OF TRUTH: WHAT IS TRUTH?

1. JN. 8:32 – that which sets us free from sin  -  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
2. JN. 17:17 – that which sanctifies us - Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
3. JN. 3:21 – that which if we practice brings us to the light - But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.
4. JN. 1:17 – that which was fully realized in Christ – For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. JN. 14:6 – I am the way…the truth…
REACTIONS OF MAN TO THE TRUTH –  2 TIM. 2:15

1. GLADLY ACCEPT -  
A. ACTS 2:40-41 – Those gathered at Pentecost
B. ACTS 8:30-38 – The Ethiopian eunuch

C. ACTS 10:30-48 – The conversion of the Gentiles

D. ACTS 17:10-12 – Bereans with great eagerness examined the scriptures

2. SADLY DECLINE – 
A. MATT. 19:16-22 – This young man understood the truth, but did not like what he understood – not willing to make the sacrifices necessary to follow Jesus 

B. ACTS 26:26-28 – Agrippa was almost persuaded to become a Christian,  but he let the moment pass by 

3. ANGER / HATE – 
A. 2 KINGS 5:8-14 – Example of Naaman the leper – Notice what Paul said

B. GAL. 4:16 – Notice what Paul said, “Have I become your enemy by telling you the truth?”
4. IGNORE / INDIFFERENT – 
A. JOHN 12:42-43 – The rulers knew the evidence was true but they preferred to ignore it because they loved the praise of men. 
B. MATT. 13:13-15 – Were these people literally deaf and blind - They ignored and were indifferent to the truth revealed by Christ.

C. MATT. 7:26-27 - If we hear and do not obey we are foolish indeed.
D. HEB. 4:2 – We can hear the truth and it still not be profitable to us.
5. DELAY – 
A. ACTS 24:24-25 – Felix wanted to hear more later – We often intend to become more faithful in God’s service later – Be a better husband or father later – 

6. OPPOSITION – 
A. ACTS 13:6-8 – Elymas opposed Barnabas and Saul.

B. ACTS 4:13-18 – I.E. – Opposition - We can not let opposition to the truth stop us from proclaiming it!  

WHAT IS YOUR REACTON TO THE TRUTH ON …

1. OBEDIENCE – 
A. MATT. 7:21
B. HEB. 5:8-9
2. WORLDLINESS – 
A. 1 JN. 2:15-17
3. MARRIAGE – 
A. MATT. 5:32; 19:3-9
4. BAPTISM – 
A. MK. 16:16
B. 1 PETER 3:21
5. FAITHFULFULNESS – 
A. 2 COR. 5:7

B. REV. 2:10
CONCLUSION
GOD’S TRUTH WILL NOT BE CHANGED – MATT. 24:35 – HEAVEN AND EARTH WILL PASS AWAY, BUT MY WORDS WILL NOT PASS AWAY.  God wants us to be saved - How? – By obeying the truth – 1 TIM. 2:3-5 and God chooses the church to be the pillar and support of the truth – 1 TIM. 3:15 – React to the truth this day in a way that will be pleasing to God.

